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Mustangs grind out win, advance to TVC semis. - B1
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TODAY Widespread dense fog, 
mainly between 10 and 11 a.m.

TONIGHT Areas of fog after 9 
p.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy.

Details, page A5 Art by Josiah Birnie
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EW YORK — 
A sprawling, 
lumbering winter 
storm walloped 
the Eastern U.S. 

on Monday, shutting down 
coronavirus vaccination 
sites, closing schools and 
halting transit as snow piled 
up from the Appalachians 
to New England, with the 
heaviest accumulations yet 
to come in some places.

With flakes falling since 
Sunday evening, the National 
Weather Service said more 
than 13 inches of  snow had 
fallen in Manhattan’s Cen-
tral Park as of  1 p.m., and 
as much as 16 inches was 
reported in northern New 
Jersey. Although the heavi-
est parts of  the storm had 
moved through the metropol-
itan area by Monday evening, 
lighter snow showers were 
expected to continue virtu-
ally all day Tuesday, fore-
caster James Tomasini said.

“We’re looking at a long two 
days here,” New York Gov. 
Andrew Cuomo said at a vir-
tual news conference.

Parts of  New England also 
braced for a foot or more by 
the time the snow finally ta-
pers off in the northernmost 
states by Wednesday eve-
ning, the weather service 
said. At least three deaths 
that appeared to be related to 
the storm were reported, in 
Pennsylvania.

In Pennsylvania, authori-
ties said a 67-year-old woman 
with Alzheimer’s disease 
who reportedly wandered 
away from her home was 
found dead of  hypothermia 
on an Allentown street Mon-
day morning. About 60 miles 
north in Plains Township, a 
shooting after an argument 
over snow removal killed a 
married couple, and the sus-
pect was later found dead at 
his nearby home of  a wound 
believed to have been self-in-
flicted, officials in Luzerne 
County said.

A preliminary investigation 
indicates the people involved 
had a long-running conflict, 
but “this morning, the dis-
pute was exacerbated by a 
disagreement over snow dis-
posal,” District Attorney Ste-
fanie Salavantis said.

In Virginia, four firefight-
ers were taken to hospitals 
with injuries that were not 
life threatening after their 
firetruck overturned Sun-
day on snow-covered roads 
in Henrico County, The Rich-
mond Times-Dispatch re-
ported.

Across the Northeast, many 
coronavirus vaccination sites 
closed Monday.

Connecticut Gov. Ned Lam-
ont said the storm forced the 
postponement of  about 10,000 
shots and delayed the state’s 
weekly resupply of  vaccine, 
now expected Tuesday. He 
urged providers that called 
off vaccination appoint-
ments to extend their hours 
if  needed to reschedule the 
shots by the end of  the week.

The storm disrupted the 
second phase of  Massachu-

setts’ vaccine rollout as a 
Boston site that was sup-
posed to open Monday for 
residents ages 75 and over did 
not; some other mass vacci-
nation sites were open. The 
state was expected to get 12 to 
18 inches of  heavy, wet snow 
and wind gusts of  up to 55 
mph along the coast, accord-
ing to Gov. Charlie Baker.

“We’re used to dealing with 
snow this time of  year, but 
it’s important for folks to 
take this one seriously due to 
the heavy snowfall, the high 
winds, and the speed with 
which this snow is going to 
fall when it starts to come 
down,” Baker said at a press 
conference.

In a school year when many 
students are already learning 
from home, in-person classes 
were canceled in many 
places.

“I’d like to think there is 
still some virtual learning go-
ing on, with a little bit of  time 
for sledding along the way,” 
Lamont quipped.

New York City mom Alyssa 
Burnham was happy for her 
son to have “a break from his 
regular routine.”

Now that snow days have 
blurred into remote-learning 
days, “it’s fun for him to just 
get out here and be a kid,” 
she said as he played in the 
snow.

The New York City area had 
scattered power outages by 
early evening, affecting about 
3,200 homes and businesses 
in the city and its New York 
suburbs, 4,000 in New Jersey 
and 1,200 in Connecticut.

Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nearly 
47,000 doses of  coro-
navirus vaccines were 
administered across 
Nebraska last week as 
officials continue to 
speed up distribution of  
the vaccines.

State officials said 
46,806 doses of  the vac-
cine were administered 
last week, up from from 
31,036 doses admin-
istered the previous 
week.

The state estimates 
that 3.25% of  Nebras-
ka’s population has 
now received both re-
quired doses of  the vac-
cine. And Nebraska 
said it has administered 
184,045 of  the 300,400 
doses that have been 
allocated to it. Most of  
those vaccines have 
gone to health care 
workers and residents 
of  long-term care facil-
ities, but in some parts 
of  the state people 65 
and older and other 

groups are being vacci-
nated.

In central Nebraska, a 
group of  teachers were 
vaccinated in Grand Is-
land last week because 
the Central District 
Health Department 
had about 400 doses of  
the vaccine left over af-
ter holding two drive-
through clinics for older 
residents, and the med-
icine had to be used 
quickly because it had 
already been thawed.

Teachers aren’t sched-
uled to get the vaccine 
until after older Ne-
braskans, but they were 
available quickly to use 
up the thawed doses.

“It’s an issue of  supply 
and demand. We need 
to figure out how to get 
people there when we 
have doses,” said Teresa 
Anderson, director of  
the Grand Island-based 
health department. “It’s 
strictly because we had 
to move vaccine. So we 
did it.”

Nebraska administered 
nearly 47,000 doses 
of vaccine last week
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The primary digester 
at the city of  Hastings’ 
Pollution Control Facil-
ity soon will get a sev-
en-figure upgrade.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council voted 
7-0 at their regular 
meeting Monday to ap-
prove an agreement 
with BRB Contractors 
Inc. of  Topeka, Kansas, 
for primary digester 
improvements in the 
amount of  $1.38 million.

Councilman Ted 
Schroeder was absent.

Lee Vrooman, city di-
rector of  engineering, 
said the primary di-
gester is an essential 
part of  Hastings Utili-
ties’ Pollution Control 
Facility, also known as 
the wastewater treat-
ment plant.

The utility department 
opened bids for the proj-
ect on Jan. 7. The bid 
from BRB was the low-
est of  two bids and un-
der the engineer’s esti-
mate of  $1.5 million.

Vrooman said BRB 
performed similar work 
on the secondary di-
gester in 2016.

“So they are famil-
iar with the work,” he 
said. “The digester is 40 

years old, and the mix-
ing equipment is failing 
and the cover does need 
rehabilitated. This is 
an essential part of  the 
process for digesting 
solids in the plant.”

Monday’s council 
meeting, which lasted 
12 minutes, was the first 
in-person for new coun-
cil members Joy Huf-
faker and Shawn Hart-
mann. They, along with 
re-elected incumbent 
council members Butch 
Eley and Jeniffer Be-
ahm, as well as Mayor 
Corey Stutte, were 
sworn in during a vir-
tual meeting on Dec. 14, 
2020.

On Monday, council 
members unanimously 
approved ratifying all 
actions taken by the 
City Council at its tele-
conference/videocon-
ference meetings on 
Dec. 14, 2020, and Jan. 
11.

During council com-
munications, Eley ex-
pressed thanks for a re-
cent signage upgrade in 
the city.

“Whoever thought 
of  the idea of  the red 
and white strips for the 
posts at four-way stops 

Council OKs contract 
for digester upgrade

‘A long two days’
MAJOR STORM PUMMELS 
NORTHEAST WITH SNOW

JOHN MINCHILLO/AP

Steve Kent skis through Times Square during a snowstorm Monday in the Manhattan bor-
ough of New York.
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Up to 800 South Heart-
land Health District 
residents will be able 
to receive their first 
doses of  Moderna vac-
cine against the novel 
coronavirus disease 
this week based on the 

expected vaccine allot-
ment.

That was the word 
Monday evening from 
the South Heartland 
health department in its 
most recent update on 
COVID-19 vaccination 
progress.

South Heartland in-
cludes Adams, Webster, 
Clay and Nuckolls coun-
ties. The district health 
department recently be-
gan work on Phase 1B 
of  the state’s COVID-19 
vaccination plan, which 

calls for injections for 
the general population 
of  senior citizens age 
65 and up, as well as 
other adults with high-
risk underlying health 
conditions and certain 
categories of  essential 
workers.

Department officials are 
expecting to receive 800 
“first doses” of  Moderna 
vaccine this week. Exec-
utive Director Michele 
Bever said that allotment 
is 200 doses more than 
for the prior week.

“These doses will be 
allocated out to our vac-
cine providers in each 
county,” Bever said. 
“Our focus again this 
week will be individuals 
age 65-plus and continu-
ing to use the reverse 
age approach, starting 
with the oldest and ex-
panding downward.

“Approximately 90% 
of  the doses will go to 
elderly, and about 10% 
will be administered to 
any remaining health 
workers who were eligi-

ble under Phase 1A, as 
well as some of  the pri-
oritized essential work-
ers in Phase 1B.”

In addition, Bever 
said, about 340 second 
doses of  Moderna vac-
cine will be adminis-
tered in the district this 
week.

Both COVID-19 vac-
cine products available 
so far — commonly 
known as the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines, re-
spectively — require 
a second dose as a 

booster. The specified 
interval between doses 
for the Pfizer product is 
21 days; the interval for 
Moderna is 28 days.

Individuals age 65 and 
up who wish to be vac-
cinated may register on 
the state of  Nebraska’s 
vaccine registration 
system, called VRAS. 
The sign-up tool can 
be accessed through 
the South Heart-
land website, www.
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South Heartland sees larger vaccine allotment this week
TESTING DOWN, 

POSITIVITY UP A BIT IN 
HEALTH DISTRICT 

DURING SNOWY PERIOD
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