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Mahomes showed growth in preseason opener. - B1

Tuesday, August 13, 2019

weather
85
62

TODAY Mostly sunny. North- 
northwest wind around 5 mph.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Josue Lara
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The property tax levy 

rate to support the city 
of  Hastings’ budget 
looks to 
remain 
the same 
for the 
fourth 
consecu-
tive year.

As part 
of  his 
2019-20 
budget 
presentation during the 
Hastings City Council 
meeting Monday, City 

Administrator Dave 
Ptak said the city’s pro-
posed property tax levy 
rate is 44.97 cents per 
$100 valuation, which is 
the same rate that has 
been in place since 2016.

That means for prop-
erty valued at $100,000, 
the owner would pay 
$449.70 in property tax 
to support the city of  
Hastings.

Property taxes in 
Hastings have gone 
down during the last 10 
years, from 47.28 cents 
in 2009 to 44.97 cents 
now.

The city’s estimated 
2019 valuation is $1.454 
billion, which is an in-
crease of  more than $75 
million from the 2018 

value of  $1.378 billion. 
The deadline for certifi-
cation of  taxable valu-
ations by county asses-
sors is Aug. 20.

Valuation for the city 
of  Hastings increased 
by about $50 million be-
tween 2017 and 2018.

Ptak, who had served 
as city attorney since 
2013 and became city 
administrator in May 
following the retire-
ment of  former City 
Administrator Joe Pat-
terson, said his first 
budget preparation 
went smoothly due to 
the hard work of  other 
city staff members, es-
pecially finance director 
Roger Nash.

Ptak said Nash made 

the budget preparation 
process “almost pleas-
ant.”

“Roger was a Yeoman 
as far as with the bud-
get efforts he did,” he 
said.

Ptak discussed several 
issues and capital items 
to be addressed in the 
upcoming budget year.

Officials hope con-
struction of  42nd Street 
between U.S. Highway 
281 and Baltimore Ave-
nue will be bid this fall 
with construction to 
take place in the spring.

The city looks to pur-
chase a second quint 
fire truck and take 
one of  the older ladder 
trucks out of  commis-
sion.

Planning for road im-
provements at Parkview 
and Mount Sinai cem-
eteries also will occur. 
This is something coun-
cil members discussed 
during their April work 
session.

“We’ll get an over-
all plan and then fund 
it over probably over 
three or four years to 
completely redo the 
roads of  the cemeter-
ies, which I think is an 
important thing,” Ptak 
said.

The city should see 
a possible increase in 
sales tax revenue due to 
online collections.

“I imagine that will be 
a political football in the 
Legislature,” Ptak said.

Also during Monday’s 
meeting, Utility Man-
ager Kevin Johnson 
provided a budget pre-
sentation for Hastings 
Utilities.

HU staff is not pro-
posing rate increases 
for electric, water and 
sewer services. There 
is, however, a 5 percent 
natural gas rate in-
crease proposed.

That would be the first 
gas rate increase since 
2000.

Using 130 CCF, based 
on average household 
monthly gas usage 
during the winter, a 5 
percent rate increase 
would mean customers 

Ptak: City won’t need property tax rate hike
Assessed vAluAtion 
rises by more thAn 

$75 million

Ptak
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K
raig Lofquist 
accomplished a 
goal recently that 
sent him running 
around the world.

He completed the Austra-
lian Outback Marathon on 
July 27, which marked the 
seventh continent on which 
he’d run a marathon.

When the 55-year-old for-
mer Educational Service Unit 
No. 9 administrator thinks 
about the accomplishment, 
it’s not the actual marathons 
that stand out.

“It’s the unbelievable peo-
ple I meet,” he said. “I’ve had 
the opportunity to meet some 
of  the most incredible people 
and make lifelong friends.”

For instance, he met a 
77-year-old man who worked 
as a surgeon and was part of  
the medical team that took 
care of  President Ronald Rea-
gan after he was shot. The 
man also wrote 20 books.

“The people the I’ve met 
have just been fascinating, 
and I’m proud to call them 
my friends,” he said.

Before Lofquist began seek-
ing out marathons on other 
continents, he’d run the Bos-
ton Marathon five times: 
2001, 2002, 2003, 2004 and 2009.

“The fifth time I thought, 
‘I’ve done this. What else can 
I do?’ ” he said. “I stumbled 
across this seven continents 
club. I thought ‘I’m going to 
try to run the continents.’ ”

His first international mar-
athon was the site of  the orig-
inal marathon, in Athens, 
Greece, in November 2014.

“You basically run in the 
footsteps of  Pheidippides.” 
Lofquist said.

Pheidippides is said to have 
run from Marathon to Ath-
ens to deliver news of  a mil-
itary victory against the 
Persians at the Battle of  Mar-
athon. He then collapsed and 
died.

On that same trip, Lofquist 
went to Istanbul, Turkey, the 
next week, where he ran his 

Asian marathon.
“All of  a sudden I had three 

of  them,” he said.
His next international mar-

athon was Rio de Janeiro 
in Brazil, allowing him to 
scratch South America off his 
list.

Around the same time 
Lofquist began running in-
ternational marathons, he 
also began looking into how 
he could run a marathon on 
Antarctica.

“I signed up for that right 
away in 2014,” he said. “I had 
to put a deposit down, and 
then I kind of  forgot about 
it.”

There was a three-year 
waiting list.

According to the race web-
site, right now it is sold out 
through 2021 and organiz-
ers currently are accepting 
booking forms for 2022 and 
2023.

Even though he was sched-
uled to run Antarctica in 
2017, Lofquist received a call 
from organizers of  that race 
in 2015 that there was a va-
cancy. He couldn’t go.

He received the same call in 

2016 and again could not go.
“Then the next year they 

called and said ‘OK, your 
number’s up. Are you going? 
I said ‘yep,’ and so I went in 
2017,” he said. “That was a 
fantastic trip.”

The trip began with three 
nights in Buenos Aires, the 
capital of  Argentina, where 
Antarctica Marathon partici-
pants meet and participate in 
training runs.

The runners then fly to Ush-
uaia, on the southern tip of  
Argentina.

From there, they sail over 
the course of  several days, 
aboard a Russian ice-break-
ing ship, through the Beagle 
Channel across the Drake 
Passage, through the Shet-
land Islands and along the 
Antarctic Peninsula until 
reaching King George’s Is-
land — the location of  the 
Marathon and Half-Mara-
thon.

That race occurs each year 
in February or March.

When Lofquist ran Antarc-
tica, the area where the race 

Running       
to the ends 
of the Earth

lofquist hAs completed 
mArAthons on All seven 

continents

COURTESY KRAIG LOFQUIST

Kraig Lofquist raises his arms while running July 27 in the 
Australian Outback Marathon. By completing the Australian 
Outback Marathon Loftquist, who is the former Educational 
Service Unit No. 9 administrator, has now run a marathon 
on all seven continents.
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The Adams Central 

Public Schools Board 
of  Education held its 
August meeting Mon-
day night to approve 
an additional pool of  
substitute teachers 
and hear a water up-
date at Adams Central 
Junior/Senior High 
School.

All members were 
present.

The school board ap-
proved a motion to ex-
pand the pool of  sub-
stitute teachers the 
district can call upon 
to help cover for fac-
ulty members when 
they must miss work. 
Shawn Scott, Adams 
Central superinten-

dent, said this is an an-
nual vote.

A normal substitute 
in the Adams Central 
pool will have a state 
teaching certificate. 
The vote approved 
a request to the Ne-
braska Department 
of  Education to allow 
local teaching certifi-
cates to be handed out 
to applicants.

The applicant for the 
local teaching certifi-
cate must have some 
teaching education — 
usually a bachelor’s 
degree, Scott said. The 
request expands the 
pool of  available sub-
stitute teachers.

“Finding substitute 
teachers is pretty 
tough for every school 
district, and we are no 
exception there,” Scott 
said.

AC board takes  
annual vote                  
on ‘local’ subs
pAnel receives bus 
bArn construction 

progress report
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The Hastings Free 
Masons and Hastings 
Area Chamber of  
Commerce are look-
ing for nominations 
for grand marshals to 
participate in the Nov. 
2 Hastings Veterans 
Recognition Parade.

Phil Odom, Hast-
ings Free Masons 
Lodge 50 chairman 
for the veterans pa-
rade, said in the past, 
parade organizers 
obtained names from 
different sources and 
asked veterans if  they 
would serve as mar-
shals.

“We’re of  course 
still going to do that 
a little bit, but we 
are looking to put to-
gether a larger pool 
of  names to choose 
from,” he said. “Some 

of  the members 
of  our committee 
thought maybe if  we 
asked citizens to nom-
inate folks, in particu-
lar Coast Guard mem-
bers, which we have 
a hard time finding, 
maybe we would find 
there were more here 
in Adams County 
than we were aware 
of.”

Any honorably dis-
charged veteran is el-
igible to serve as a pa-
rade marshal.

Aug. 31 is the dead-
line for nominations.

To nominate a vet-
eran to be a parade 
grand marshal, call 
the chamber at 402-
461-8400 or the Ma-
sonic Center at 462-
5813.  

Veterans parade 
organizers seeking 
marshal nominations
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