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TODAY Areas of frost before 9 
a.m. Otherwise, mostly sunny.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. South-
east wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Marta Ornelas
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BILL BARROW

Associated Press

ATLANTA — For-
mer President Jimmy 
Carter marked his 96th 
birthday Thursday, the 
latest milestone for the 
longest-lived of  the 44 
men to hold the highest 
American office.

Carter celebrated at 
his home in Plains, 
Georgia, with his wife 
Rosalynn, who is 93. 
Photos released by the 
Carter Center in At-
lanta showed the cou-
ple, married for more 
than 74 years, seated in 
lawn chairs at the gates 
of  their residence and 
waving as local resi-
dents honored the 39th 
president with a parade. 
The procession featured 
golf  carts and other ve-

hicles festooned with 
American flags, stream-
ers and balloons.

Both Carters wore 
masks as a precaution 
against COVID-19; the 
former president’s face 
covering was embla-
zoned with logos of  the 
Atlanta Braves, the for-
mer president’s favorite 
Major League Baseball 
team, which won its 
first-round playoff se-
ries Thursday.

Carter, who held of-
fice from 1977-81, has 
largely receded from 
public view amid the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and his own health 
challenges due to a se-
ries of  falls in 2019. He 
previously survived a 
dire cancer diagnosis in 
2015. Yet Carter remains 

a quiet force in politics 
at home and, through 
his post-presidential 
Center, in public health 
and human rights advo-
cacy around the world.

Carter on Tuesday en-
dorsed his fellow Dem-
ocrat, the Rev. Raphael 
Warnock, in one of  two 
competitive Georgia 
U.S. Senate races this 
fall. Carter’s announce-
ment aligned him with 
another former presi-
dent, Barack Obama, 
and other party power 
brokers in backing War-
nock over Democrat 
Matt Lieberman, whose 
father was the party’s 
2000 nominee for vice 
president.

Though Carter 

A mask and parade: Jimmy Carter celebrates 96th birthday

LUKE USRY/The Carter Center via AP

Former President Jimmy Carter and former first lady Rosalynn Carter wave 
Thursday in Plains, Ga.

ANDREW TAYLOR

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Democrats controlling 
the House narrowly 
passed a $2.2 trillion 
COVID-19 relief  bill 
Thursday night, a move 
that came as top-level 
talks on a smaller, po-
tentially bipartisan 
measure dragged on to-
ward an uncertain fin-
ish. An air of  pessimism 
has largely taken over 
the Capitol.

The Democratic bill 
passed after a partisan 
debate by a 214-207 vote 
without any Republi-
cans in support. The 
move puts lawmakers 

no closer to actually 
delivering aid such as 
more generous weekly 
unemployment pay-
ments, extended help 
for small businesses 
and especially trou-
bled economic sectors 
such as restaurants 
and airlines, and an-
other round of  $1,200 
direct payments to most 
Americans.

Passage of  the $2.2 tril-
lion plan came after a 
burst of  negotiations 
this week between Trea-
sury Secretary Steven 
Mnuchin and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, 
D-Calif. The Trump ad-
ministration delivered 
concessions Wednes-
day, including a $400 per 
week pandemic jobless 
benefit and a markedly 
higher overall price tag 
of  $1.6 trillion, but that 
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A 
lot can be learned 
driving the 2021 
Ford Mustang 
Mach E elec-
tric sport-util-

ity vehicle from Detroit to 
Hastings as Todd Soderquist 
did Wednesday in advance of  
Mustang Roundup X.

Soderquist, who grew up in 
Hastings, is a Ford Motor Co. 
employee and now lives in 
the Detroit area. He is chief  
engineer for the Mach E in 
China.

Soderquist has attended all 
10 Mustang Roundups, which 
are held at Motorsport Park 
Hastings on the eastern edge 
of  Hastings.

“It was a good experi-
ence for me to go through a 
long-distance trip in an elec-
tric vehicle and experience 
what a customer will,” he 
said.

Part of  that experience is 
figuring out where there are 
high-speed charging stations.

“If  you pick a low-speed 
charging station you could be 

there for seven hours, versus 
a high-speed charger could 
be 30 minutes,” he said.

The Mach E has a range of  
230 miles from one battery 
charge to the next.

Soderquist found an incon-
sistent charging station infra-
structure along his drive. The 
pricing structure is even dif-
ferent from state to state. For 
instance, in Nebraska cost 
is based on time spent at the 
pump whereas in Iowa cost is 
based on the consumption.

He said it was contentious 

at the Ford Motor Co. to put 
the Mustang brand on a 
crossover utility vehicle, but 
doing so held the vehicle to 
an incredibly high standard.

“The entire team at Ford 
knows what Mustang means, 
and it’s important to them 
that we don’t damage the 
brand,” he said. “So the ve-
hicle we’re making is signifi-
cantly better than it would 
have been if  we hadn’t called 
it Mustang. When you tell 

Electrifying experience
ELECTRIC MUSTANG PART  

OF MPH EVENT

AMY ROH/Tribune

A Mach E Mustang is on display at Motorsport Park Hastings during the Mustang Roundup 
this weekend.

AMY ROH/Tribune

A Mach E Mustang is on display at Motorsport Park Hast-
ings during the Mustang Roundup this weekend.

House Democrats pass 
partisan COVID bill
TOP-LEVEL TALKS ON A 

SMALLER, POTENTIALLY 
BIPARTISAN MEASURE 
DRAG ON TOWARD AN 

UNCERTAIN FINISH
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Bolstered by 38 new 
cases in the last three 
days, the calendar 
week-to-date positive 
tally for COVID-19 in 
the South Heartland 
Health District reached 
65 on Thursday — and 
that’s with two days left 
to go.

That was the news 
Thursday night from 
the district health de-
partment, which tracks 
and reports cases of  the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, among 
residents of  Adams, 
Webster, Clay and Nu-
ckolls counties.

The new numbers 
were posted to the 
health department’s 
COVID-19 Data Dash-
board, found on the de-
partment’s website at 
www.southheartland-

health.org.
By contrast, a total of  

54 new cases were re-
ported in residents of  
the four-county health 
district for the entire 
calendar week of  Sept. 
20-26. Previous full-
week totals included 53 
for Sept. 13-19 and 33 for 
Sept. 6-12.

The 38 total new cases 
reported for Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day pushed to 601 the 
cumulative tally of  
cases recorded in Ad-
ams County since 
March 18. The totals to 
date for the other coun-
ties are 90 for Clay, 21 
for Webster and 16 for 
Nuckolls.

Altogether, the dis-
trictwide case tally to 
date stands at 728. Of  
that number, 563 of  the 
patients are classified as 
having recovered, and 
12 — all Adams County 
residents — have died. 

South Heartland 
sees 38 new virus 
cases in 3 days
WEEK-TO-DATE TALLY 

HITS 65
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