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The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — 

The Senate narrowly 
rejected Democratic 
demands to summon 
witnesses for Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s 
impeachment trial late 
Friday, all but ensur-
ing Trump’s acquittal 
in just the third trial to 
threaten a president’s 
removal in U.S. history.

But senators pushed 
off final voting on his 
fate to next Wednesday.

The delay in timing 
showed the weight of  

a historic vote bearing 
down on senators, de-
spite prodding by the 
president eager to have 
it all behind him in an 
election year and ahead 
of  his State of  the Union 
speech Tuesday night.

Trump and Senate Ma-
jority Leader Mitch Mc-
Connell spoke by phone 
to lock in the schedule 
during a tense night at 
the Capitol as rushed 
negotiations proceeded 
on and off the Senate 
floor. 
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H
astings Catholic 
Schools is focusing 
on the theme “Be 
One” for its 2019-20 
academic year.

This week, “Be One” was 
lifted even higher as the 
school system celebrated 
Catholic Schools Week.

That unity was at its loudest 
during the senior students 
versus faculty and staff vol-
leyball match Wednesday at 
St. Cecilia.

St. Cecilia middle school 
students cheered for the 
faculty, who were defend-
ing their five-year winning 
streak, while high school stu-
dents rooted for the seniors.
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SUPERIOR — The 

10-year plan of  renova-
tion for Superior Pub-
lic Schools facilities in-
cludes everything from 
window replacements 
to a replacement of  the 
high school parking lot, 
with perhaps $3 mil-
lion worth of  work to be 
done, school officials say.

The needs for repair in 
various areas stem not 
only from a recent flood-
ing incident caused by 
an early-morning water 
line leak, but also nor-
mal wear and tear.

Facility needs were the 
subject of  a report by 
Superintendent Marty 
Kobza at the Jan. 20 
meeting of  the Supe-
rior Board of  Education. 
Kobza shared with the 
board several items in 
the 10-year renovation 
plan that were brought 
to his attention during a 
recent board workshop.

There has been occa-
sional leakage in the 
junior high wing, and 
specialists have been 
contacted to evaluate the 
entire school roof  and 
make recommendations 
with associated cost 
projections, Kobza said. 
Each of  16 different roof  
zones will be addressed 
individually.

In addition, the high 
school parking lot needs 
to be replaced because 
water drains toward the 
school. The pavement 
has deteriorated seri-
ously, and more space 

for vehicles could be pro-
vided by removing a row 
of  evergreen trees on the 
north side of  the lot.

The subject of  the floor 
in the primary perfor-
mance gymnasium in-
cludes some question 
marks, Kobza said. The 
floor cannot be sanded 
again because worn 
spots will cause dead 
spots.

“The remaining life ex-
pectancy of  the floor is 
not known,” he said. “It 
might last another five 
to seven years, or we 
may need to replace it 
sooner.”

Replacing the gym 
floor alone would cost an 
estimated $150,000, Ko-
bza said.

Replacement of  win-
dows in the junior high 
wing is an ongoing proj-
ect, and 16 to 20 windows 
still need to be changed 
out, the superinten-
dent said. Restrooms 
and some of  the locker 
rooms need to be reno-
vated. Installing seam-
less floor coverings to 
replace the current tile 
squares would result 
in easier cleaning and 
maintenance, Kobza 
said.

Board member Jason 
Jensen said the ongo-
ing discussion about ex-
panding the bus barn 
needs to remain on 
the list of  items for the 
school to address.

Kobza said some class-
rooms need to be reno-
vated with deep cleaning 
and painting.
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BEIJING — The num-
ber of  people infected 
with the new coronavi-
rus in China has risen 
to more than 11,000, 
while 259 people have 
died, Chinese health of-
ficials said on Saturday.

Health officials in Hu-
bei province in central 
China, the epicenter of  
the coronavirus crisis, 
said an additional 1,347 
new cases had been 
reported in the prov-
ince alone, bringing the 
number of  infections 
there to 7,153.

Wuhan, with a popu-
lation of  11 million, and 
many other Chinese cit-
ies have been placed on 
lockdown.

The number of  peo-
ple infected and China’s 

national death toll are 
expected to climb fur-
ther once other regions 
report their latest sta-
tistics.

More than 100 other 
people have become 
ill in about two dozen 
countries across the 
globe. On Thursday, the 
World Health Organiza-
tion, or WHO, declared 
the outbreak a global 
emergency.

Several countries have 
already flown their 
citizens out of  China, 
including the United 
States, Japan, South Ko-
rea, Jordan and Britain.

A German air force jet 
left Wuhan early Sat-
urday to evacuate 130 
people — 90 German cit-
izens and around 40 citi-
zens of  other countries. 

‘Be 
One’
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St. Cecilia seniors Isaac Benal (left) and Leo Bykerk coach their classmates as they play 
volleyball against members of the faculty and staff Wednesday afternoon.
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St. Cecilia senior Jacob Brouillette tips the ball against the 
Rev. Jim Morin during a volleyball match Wednesday while 
celebrating Catholic School’s Week.

Aquittal 
is likely
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Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell, R-Ky., 
gives a thumbs-up as he leaves the Senate 
chamber Friday during the impeachment trial of 
President Donald Trump at the Capitol in Wash-
ington.

Superior officials 
mull school needs
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Coronavirus cases in 
China rise to 11,000 
infections, 259 deaths
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A masked street musician plays Friday in the 
Chinatown district of San Francisco. As China 
grapples with the growing coronavirus outbreak, 
Chinese people in California are encountering a 
cultural disconnect as they brace for a possible 
spread of the virus in their adopted homeland.
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