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Minden Post 94 back at state after long hiatus. - B1
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east wind around 5 mph.
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South-southeast wind 5-10 mph.
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R
ED CLOUD — The 
unassuming frame 
house here where 
young Willa Cath-
er lived six forma-

tive years as an adolescent 
and teenager will close Aug. 
15 for its first comprehensive 
restoration in more than half  
a century.

The long-anticipated resto-
ration project was announced 
by the National Willa Cather 
Center, which owns and 
maintains the property as 
one of  many Cather-related 
sites of  historical signifi-
cance in Red Cloud and rural 
“Catherland.”

The work will be paid for 
through a combination of  
public and private dollars.

In 2019, the National Park 
Service awarded a $415,000 
Save America’s Treasures 
grant for the house resto-
ration project. The federal 
money is being matched dol-
lar for dollar through private 
fundraising.

As restored, the property is 
to include:

 � Accessible walkways and 

an accessible entrance to al-
low guests of  all ages and 
abilities to visit the property

 � A new climate control 
system that will serve the 
second floor for the first time, 
helping to protect artifacts 
there

 � New fire, smoke and se-
curity alarm systems

 � Restored windows, doors, 
trim and floors

 � Repaired and/or replaced 
fascia boards and clapboards 
that currently are deteriorat-
ing

 � Repaired brick chimneys
 � A new cedar shingle roof, 

plus new gutters and down-
spouts

 � A repaired foundation 
and reconstructed window 
wells

 � Enhanced drainage, in-
cluding a trench drain, with 
soil graded away from the 
foundation

 � Cleaned and restored 
original architectural hard-
ware

 � A new, historically ap-
propriate fence that was de-
signed based on archival pho-
tographs

Plants, trees and shrubbery 
on the property that date to 
the period of  the Cather fam-
ily’s occupancy will be re-
tained.

In addition — and this is 

key — wallpaper in the bed-
room Willa Cather occupied 
will undergo conservation, 
cleaning and treatment to 
re-adhere it to the walls.

Young Willa bought and 
hung the rose-colored wall-
paper herself, using money 
she earned working at a lo-
cal drugstore. More than 130 
years later, the paper now 
is in delicate condition and 
wants to fall away.

Willa Cather was born Dec. 
7, 1873, in Back Creek Valley, 
Virginia. She was the oldest 
of  seven children who would 
be born to Charles and Vir-
ginia Cather.

In April 1883, when Willa 
was 9, she moved with her 
family to rural Webster 
County. About a year-and-a-
half  later, the family moved 
into Red Cloud and rented 
the house at Third Avenue 
and Cedar Street.

Willa would live there until 
her high school graduation 
in 1890. She graduated from 
the University of  Nebraska 
in Lincoln in 1895 and moved 
away from Nebraska in 1896, 
making her way to Pitts-
burgh and later New York for 
a career in journalism, teach-
ing and writing.

Her parents continued to 

Restoration at hand
CATHER’S CHILDHOOD HOME 

IN RED CLOUD SET TO CLOSE 

FOR MANY KINDS OF WORK
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Willa Cather’s childhood home is photographed Aug. 1, 2020. The house at Third Avenue 
and Cedar Street in Red Cloud will close Aug. 15 for a long-anticipated restoration project.
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Associated Press

BARRE, Mass. — One 
by one, items purport-
edly taken from Native 
Americans massacred 
at Wounded Knee Creek 
emerged from the dark, 
cluttered display cases 
where they’ve sat for 
more than a century in 
a museum in rural Mas-
sachusetts.

Moccasins, necklaces, 
clothing, ceremonial 
pipes, tools and other 
objects were carefully 
laid out on white back-
grounds as a photogra-
pher dutifully snapped 
pictures under bright 
studio lights.

It was a key step in re-
turning scores of  items 
displayed at the Found-
ers Museum in Barre to 
tribes in South Dakota 
that have sought them 
since the 1990s.

“This is real per-
sonal,” said Leola One 

Feather, of  the Oglala 
Sioux Tribe, as she ob-
served the process as 
part of  a two-person 
tribal delegation last 
week. “It may be sad 
for them to lose these 
items, but it’s even sad-
der for us because we’ve 
been looking for them 
for so long.”

Recent efforts to repa-
triate human remains 
and other culturally 
significant items such 
as those at the Found-
ers Museum represent 
significant and solemn 
moments for tribes. But 
they also underscore 
the slow pace and the 
monumental task at 
hand.

Some 870,000 Native 
American artifacts — 
including nearly 110,000 
human remains — that 
should be returned to 
tribes under federal 
law are still in the pos-
session of  colleges, 

museums and other 
institutions across the 
country, according to an 
Associated Press review 
of  data maintained by 
the National Park Ser-
vice.

The University of  Cal-
ifornia, Berkeley tops 
the list, followed closely 
by the Ohio History 
Connection, the state’s 
historical society. State 
museums and univer-
sities in Pennsylvania, 
Tennessee, Alabama, 
Illinois and Kansas as 
well as Harvard Univer-
sity round out the other 
top institutions.

And that’s not even 
counting items held 
by private institutions 
such as the Founders 
Museum, which main-
tains it does not receive 
federal funds and there-
fore doesn’t fall under 
the Native American 
Graves Protection and 
Repatriation Act, or 

NAGPRA, the 1990 law 
governing the return of  
tribal objects by institu-
tions receiving federal 
money.

“They’ve had more 
than three decades,” 
says Shannon O’Lough-
lin, chief  executive 
of  the Association on 
American Indian Af-
fairs, a national group 
that assists tribes with 
repatriations. “The time 
for talk is over. Enough 
reports and studying. 
It’s time to repatriate.”

Museum officials say 
they’ve stepped up ef-
forts with added fund-
ing and staff, but con-
tinue to struggle with 
identifying artifacts 
collected during ar-
chaeology’s early years. 
They also say federal 
regulations governing 
repatriations remain 
time-consuming and 

Wounded Knee artifacts highlight slow pace of repatriations
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Leola One Feather, of the Oglala Sioux Tribe in 
South Dakota, stands outside the Woods Memo-
rial Library on July 19 in Barre, Mass.
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A deal on Capitol Hill 
that could cut prescrip-
tion drug costs for mil-
lions of  Medicare bene-
ficiaries was cautiously 
cheered by older Amer-
icans and their advo-
cates Thursday even as 
many worried it might 
never come to fruition.

The health care and 
climate agreement 
struck by Senate Ma-
jority Leader Chuck 
Schumer and Demo-
cratic Sen. Joe Man-
chin includes landmark 
provisions that could 
help senior citizens, in-
cluding a cap on out-of-
pocket Medicare drug 
costs and a requirement 
that the government ne-
gotiate prices on some 
high-cost drugs.

Some of  the issues 
addressed in the deal 
have been talked about 
for decades and proved 
elusive. But Manchin’s 
backing brought new 

optimism to many who 
have lobbied and prayed 
for relief.

“We worry constantly, 
‘Will we be able to af-
ford this?’” said Becky 
Miller, a 67-year-old re-
tired teacher from Bra-
denton, Florida, who 
spends thousands of  
dollars each year for 
drugs to treat epilepsy, 
heart problems and an 
inflammatory disease 
that affects her spine.

She is afraid the pow-
erful pharmaceutical 
lobby might still thwart 
the plan, but said, “If  
this goes through, it will 
help a lot of  people.”

Several prongs of  the 
proposal have the po-
tential to bring relief  to 
millions of  people:

 � It would cap out-
of-pocket drug costs at 
$2,000 a year for Medi-
care beneficiaries. No 
such limit exists today, 
and some older people 
on costly drugs can run 

Deal on Capitol Hill 
could ease seniors’ 
health, drug costs
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AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — 
The U.S. economy 
shrank from April 
through June for a sec-
ond straight quarter, 
contracting at a 0.9% 
annual pace and rais-
ing fears that the nation 
may be approaching a 
recession.

The decline that the 
Commerce Department 
reported Thursday 
in the gross domestic 
product — the broadest 
gauge of  the economy 
— followed a 1.6% an-
nual drop from January 
through March. Consec-
utive quarters of  falling 
GDP constitute one in-
formal, though not de-

finitive, indicator of  a 
recession.

The GDP report for 
last quarter pointed to 
weakness across the 
economy. Consumer 
spending slowed as 
Americans bought 
fewer goods. Business 
investment fell. Inven-
tories tumbled as busi-
nesses slowed their 
restocking of  shelves, 
shaving 2 percentage 
points from GDP.

Higher borrowing 
rates, a consequence of  
the Federal Reserve’s 
series of  rate hikes, 
clobbered home con-
struction, which shrank 
at a 14% annual rate. 

U.S. economy shrinks 
for a 2nd quarter, 
raising recession fear
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