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B
LUE HILL — The 
Fourth of  July 
always has been 
a time of  celebra-
tion in the United 

States and a reason to cele-
brate in Blue Hill. Despite 
public health concerns over 
the novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, the year 2020 
was no different.

Blue Hill community mem-
bers decided to take a step 
back into normalcy by pro-
viding a full day of  activities 
for all ages Saturday.

The day started with some 
fun in the sun playing sand 
volleyball, softball and golf. 
Bingo, a car show, antique 
tractor show, swimming, and 
turtle races filled much of  the 
afternoon.

The evening included a beef  
barbecue, a parade/motor-
cade, and fireworks followed 
by disc jockey entertainment 
at the golf  club.

Social distancing measures 

were encouraged and taken 
as events were modified to 
make it easier for people to 
enjoy the events while follow-
ing directed health measures.

The parade, which usually 
is focused on main street, be-
came more of  a motorcade 
and toured the town, allow-
ing people to watch from 
home or from their friends’ 
or family members’ homes. 
Golf  teams were kept to un-
der four individuals.

Although Webster County 
COVID-19 numbers have been 
extremely low, extra mea-
sures for sanitizing and dis-
tancing were encouraged in 
all events, with some activi-
ties requiring that a waiver 
be signed.

The celebration organizers 
decided to move ahead with 
their plans for activities for 
all ages while adhering to the 
directed health measures.

All sports activities were in 
open-air areas with encour-
agement for social distanc-
ing. All teams were regis-
tered to allow for follow-up 
if  COVID-19 cases were de-
tected later.

Marilyn Alber, secretary 
of  the Blue Hill Community 

Club, said bingo was played 
with sanitized cards and so-
cially distant seating. Family 
groups were allowed to sit 
together, but separation be-
tween groups was enforced.

The afternoon car show, 
antique tractor show, swim-
ming and turtle races again 
were in open-air locations 
with encouragement for so-
cial distancing and the avail-
ability of  hand sanitizer.

“Adjustments were made in 
all events,” Alber said. “For 
instance, the turtle racing 
area was enlarged to allow 
for the distancing.”

Though the organizers had 
talked to the South Heartland 
District Health Department 
to find out the stipulations 
to move forward, they also 
had to have clearance from 
the Webster County Sheriff’s 
Office. Final go-ahead for ac-
tivities wasn’t received until 
Thursday, but the group had 
a determination to meet all 
requirements to allow for a 
happy and safe holiday for all.

“It was a lot more work for 
planners and event workers, 
but it was worth it,” Alber 
said. “We had great atten-
dance overall.”

Blue Hill celebrates 4th
ACTIVITIES MODIFIED  
TO FIT PUBLIC HEALTH 

REQUIREMENTS
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People look at a classic car in Blue Hill Saturday.
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CLAY CENTER — 
Disappointed by the 
cancellation of  the 
city’s Fourth of  July 
celebration, residents 
recognized their free-
doms with a Constitu-
tional Rally and March 
on Saturday.

Organizers of  the city’s 
annual Independence 
Day celebration called 
off most festivities this 
year due to limits on so-
cial gatherings designed 
to stop the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19, 
pandemic.

But former Clay Cen-
ter Mayor and current 
Clay County Supervisor 
L. Wayne Johnson or-
ganized a rally to recog-
nize the holiday and the 
freedoms it represents.

“I still believe our na-
tion’s birthday needs to 
be celebrated,” he said. 

Linda Redline of  Clay 
Center said the parade 
is a traditional part of  

the community’s cele-
bration. She didn’t ex-
pect as many people 
to turn out as did, but 
was glad to see so many 
friendly faces.

“We miss having this,” 

she said. “It’s been a 
tradition having this pa-
rade.”

Dozens of  people ei-
ther marched on foot or 
drove in vehicles from 
a gathering spot at the 

county’s highway de-
partment to the court-
house. 

Pat Huffaker of  Clay 
Center brought candy 
to pass out to children 
along the parade route.

“You have to have it 
for the little ones,” she 
said.

Participants waved 
American flags or had 
patriotic decor on vehi-
cles or clothing.

Roger Ellis of  Clay 
Center wore a red, 
white and blue outfit, 
calling himself  Union 
Sam Eddy Don Up. He 
said he was glad to see 
so many people come 
out to show support of  
community and pride in 
their country.

“We just like to have 
fun with it,” he said. 

Roger and Maryann 
Thompson of  Clay Center 
drove their restored 1957 
Chevrolet, the same car 
they’ve driven in parades 
for at least 20 years.

Maryann said she is a 
member of  the Daugh-
ters of  the American 
Revolution and had 
the car decorated with 
American flags and in-
formation about the 
Constitution. She said 

she was glad Johnson 
organized the rally as a 
way to celebrate the hol-
iday, even though many 
of  the city’s festivities 
had been disrupted.

“We’re small-town 
people,” she said. 
“We’re not afraid to cel-
ebrate those freedoms.”

The parade ended at 
the front of  the Clay 
County Courthouse. 
There, participants re-
cited the Pledge of  Al-
legiance and listened 
to “The Star-Spangled 
Banner,” during which 
an airplane decorated in 
red, white and blue flew 
over the heads of  the 
crowd. Those lyrics were 
followed by taps and 
“God Bless the U.S.A.”

Given the political cli-
mate in recent weeks, 
Johnson said, it’s im-
portant for citizens to 
make their voices heard.

“We will not let our 
liberties or freedoms go 
away without a fight,” 
he said.

Small-town citizens rally around Independence Day
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Pat Huffaker (left), Cindy Johnson and Carol Yost recite the Pledge of Alle-
giance during a Constitutional Rally and March Saturday in Clay Center in 
honor of the Fourth of July.
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PORTLAND, Maine 
— School districts 
across America are in 
the midst of  making 
wrenching decisions 
over how to resume 
classes in settings rad-
ically altered by the 
coronavirus pandemic, 
with school buses run-
ning below capacity, 
virtual learning, out-
door classrooms and 
quarantine protocols 
for infected children the 
new norm.

The plans for the up-
coming school year are 
taking shape by the 
day, and vary district to 
district, state to state. 
The debates have been 
highly emotional, with 
tempers flaring among 
parents and adminis-
trators, and have been 
made all the more vex-
ing by record numbers 
of  COVID-19 cases being 
reported each day.

In Florida, some 

school districts want 
students back in the 
classroom in early Au-
gust, even though the 
virus is surging through 
communities. On av-
erage, Florida has re-
ported more than 7,000 
new cases each day 
recently — more than 
seven times what it was 
reporting a month ago.

New Mexico, which 
has been largely spared 
major outbreaks, 
plans a hybrid model 
of  virtual and in-per-
son learning. Parents 
in New York have de-
manded schools re-
open in the fall. And in 
Maine, more outdoor 
learning is planned. 
Districts nationwide 
are coming up with var-
ious rules for wearing 
masks. Some want all 
students to wear them. 
Others, such as Marion 
County, Indiana, plan to 
limit the requirement to 
older children.

ERIC OLSON

AP College Football Writer

Coastal Carolina al-
ready had one of  the 
smaller athletic budgets 
in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision, and that 
was before a 15% spend-
ing cut was ordered be-
cause of  projected de-
clines in state funding 
and student fees stem-
ming from the coronavi-
rus pandemic.

Facing the prospect of  
having to pay for testing 
of  returning athletes 
and staff for the virus 
this summer, athletic 
director Matt Hogue 
went to work finding 
a way to defray costs. 
His 19-sport program 
includes about 450 ath-
letes, and with individ-
ual tests currently cost-
ing about $100, testing 
could cost hundreds of  
thousands of  dollars by 
the end of  the 2020-21 
academic year.

Hogue found help 
from a local health care 
company — a long-
time sponsor of  Coastal 

Coronavirus testing a stress 
threat for athletic budgets
COLLEGES MIGHT HAVE 

TO PAY HUNDREDS  
OF THOUSANDS  

OF DOLLARS TO HAVE 
PLAYERS TESTED  

FOR COVID-19
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U.S. schools decide 
how and if to open 
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