
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B6
Comics B4
Crossword B6
Entertainment B5

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices B5

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 64 © 2020

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Huskers have short week to prepare for Rutgers. - B1

Tuesday, December 15, 2020

weather

26

14

TODAY Snow likely. New accumu-
lation of 1 to 3 inches possible.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Calm 
wind becoming west around 5.

Details, page A5 Art by Itai Lopez
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For the Tribune

Owning Barista’s of  Hastings 
was a dream that was never for-
gotten and finally realized for 
Joe and Nikayla Kindig.

Barista’s was opened originally 
by Susan Overmiller in Decem-
ber 2003.

In 2011, when Joe was a senior 
in high school, he started work-
ing for Overmiller.

Working at Barista’s gave him 
exactly what he needed at the 
time.

“I had a pivotal moment in my 
life where I was looking for a lit-
tle bit of  guidance and the coffee 
shop industry, more importantly 
Barista’s, I think definitely gave 
me that,” Joe said.

It was because of  this that Joe 
continued to work there through 
his time at Central Community 
College and Hastings College.

Working at Barista’s influenced 
his choice in a major, as well.

“I chose my major because I ab-
solutely loved to talk to people,” 
Joe said. “That’s why I became a 
communications studies major 

at Hastings College.”
His love for Barista’s also influ-

enced him to add on a business 
major.

“After graduation, I knew I 
wanted to do something that 
could give back to the commu-
nity I grew up in,” Joe said.

He took a full-time 
job somewhere else 
for three years — 
all the while hoping 
that an opportunity 
to return to Baris-
ta’s would work out 
in his favor.

“I was always hoping to some-
day make my way back to Baris-
ta’s,” Joe said.

It was when he met and mar-
ried Nikayla, that they “knew 
that Barista’s was something we 
one day wanted to be a part of,” 
Joe said.

This past April that dream was 
made a reality.

“I had to admit dreams really 
do come true when I was pre-
sented with the opportunity to 
buy the shop with my wife in 
April,” Joe said.

Now that the Kindigs owns 
Barista’s, they want to give back 
what Barista’s gave to him, to the 
staff and the community, as well.

“I really hope that Barista’s can 
be a cornerstone for the town,” 
Joe said.

They want Barista’s to become 
a place where people can start 
their day, where people can bring 
their family when they come to 
town and where people stop by 
before they leave town.

“We want to be that beginning, 
middle and end always,” Joe 
said.

They strive to do this by offer-
ing the best customer service 
they can.

“You’re gonna leave, I hope, 10 
out of  10 times with the best ser-
vice possible,” Joe said.

Joe and Nikayla are both from 
Hastings and they don’t want to 
live their dream anywhere else.

“Seeing what Hastings has for 
the future is something that we 
absolutely wanted to be a part 
of,” Joe said. “That’s exactly 
what we did and we’re here to 
stay for a long time.”

Barista’s new owners living the dream

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Joe Kindig recently took over ownership of 
Barista’s.
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W
ASHINGTON 
— The Elec-
toral College 
decisively 
confirmed 

Joe Biden on Monday as the 
nation’s next president, rat-
ifying his November victory 
in an authoritative state-by-
state repudiation of  Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s refusal 
to concede he had lost.

The presidential electors 
gave Biden a solid majority of  
306 electoral votes to Trump’s 
232, the same margin that 
Trump bragged was a land-
slide when he won the White 
House four years ago.

Heightened security was in 
place in some states as elec-
tors met to cast paper bal-
lots, with masks, social dis-
tancing and other pandemic 
precautions the order of  the 
day. The results will be sent 
to Washington and tallied in 
a Jan. 6 joint session of  Con-
gress over which Vice Presi-
dent Mike Pence will preside.

For all Trump’s unsup-
ported claims of  fraud, there 

was little suspense and no 
change as every one of  the 
electoral votes allocated to 
Biden and the president in 
last month’s popular vote 
went officially to each man. 
On Election Day, the Demo-
crat topped the incumbent 
Republican by more than 7 
million in the popular vote 
nationwide.

California’s 55 electoral 
votes put Biden over the top. 
Vermont, with 3 votes, was the 
first state to report. Hawaii, 
with 4 votes, was the last.

“Once again in America, 
the rule of  law, our Consti-
tution, and the will of  the 
people have prevailed. Our 
democracy — pushed, tested, 
threatened — proved to be 
resilient, true, and strong,” 
Biden said in an evening 
speech in which he stressed 
the size of  his win and the 
record 81 million people who 
voted for him.

He renewed his campaign 
promise to be a president for 
all Americans, whether they 
voted for him or not, and said 
the country has hard work 
ahead on the virus and econ-
omy.

But there was no conces-
sion from the White House, 

where Trump has continued 
to make unsupported allega-
tions of  fraud.

Trump remained in the 
Oval Office long after the 
sun set in Washington, call-
ing allies and fellow Republi-
cans while keeping track of  
the running Electoral Col-
lege tally, according to White 
House and campaign aides. 
The president frequently 
ducked into the private din-
ing room off the Oval Office 
to watch on TV, complaining 
that the cable networks were 
treating it like a mini-Elec-
tion Night while not giving 
his challenges any airtime.

The president had grown in-
creasingly disappointed with 
the size of  “Stop the Steal” 
rallies across the nation as 
well as efforts for the GOP to 
field its own slates of  electors 
in states. A presidential wish 
for a fierce administration 
defense led to TV appear-
ances early Monday by Ste-
phen Miller, one of  his most 
ferocious advocates, to try 
to downplay the importance 
of  the Electoral College vote 
and suggest that Trump’s 
legal challenges would con-
tinue all the way to Inaugura-
tion Day on Jan. 20.

Electoral College makes it official
BIDEN WON, TRUMP LOST

PATRICK SEMANSKY/AP

President-elect Joe Biden speaks after the Electoral College formally elected him as presi-
dent Monday at The Queen theater in Wilmington, Del.
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Mayor Corey Stutte re-
called sitting down with 
Scott Snell for a cou-
ple of  beers about five 
years ago to talk about 
each man running for 
office.

Stutte already had 
announced he was 
running for mayor; 
Snell was on the fence 
whether he would run 
for a seat on the Hast-
ings City Council.

Snell did run and was 
elected in 2016. He an-
nounced earlier this 
year he would not run 
for a second term.

New council mem-
bers Shawn Hartmann 
and Joy Huffaker were 
sworn in during the 
council’s final meeting 
of  the year on Monday, 
to fill the seats held by 
outgoing members Snell 
and Paul Hamelink. 
Huffaker will represent 
the Third Ward and 
central Hastings. Hart-
mann will represent the 
Fourth Ward and east 

Hastings.
City Clerk Kim Jaco-

bitz also swore in in-
cumbent council mem-
bers Jeniffer Beahm 
and Butch Eley, as well 
as Stutte, for new terms 
during a teleconference 
meeting.

“I’m really happy 
you decided to do it,” 
Stutte said to Snell of  
running for office. “It’s 
been such a joy getting 
to work with you. Your 
passion for the commu-
nity of  Hastings and 
Hastings College and 
everything that goes 
with it is admirable. 
You’ve stuck by your 
guns, and you’ve done a 
great job representing 
your ward. We really 

Council honors 2
outgoing members

Hamelink Snell
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Excitement across the 
United States Monday 
concerning the first vac-
cinations for the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, was tem-
pered locally by word of  
five additional deaths 
related to the viral in-
fection in the South 
Heartland Health Dis-
trict.

In a Monday night 
news release, the dis-
trict health department 
reported the deaths of  
two Clay County women 
in their 90s, an Adams 
County woman in her 
90s, an Adams County 
man in his 70s and an 
Adams County woman 
in her 70s.

All five had underly-
ing health conditions, 
and all had been in-
cluded in district statis-
tics on new cases previ-
ously.

Their deaths bring to 

As vaccine arrives, South 
Heartland announces 
5 more deaths to virus
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