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Huskers poised to make noise in Big 10 - B1

Wednesday, August 14, 2019

weather
82
60

TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly after 2 a.m.

Details, page A5 Art by Addisyn Griess

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

O
rganizers con-
sidered the 22nd 
annual Kool-Aid 
Days festival 
to be another 

success as they released 
numbers from the event on 
Tuesday.

Jessica Rohan, president 
of  the Kool-Aid Days board 
of  directors, said thou-
sands of  people from the 
city and beyond came out 
to partake in the three-day 
event.

“It was a great weekend 
with great support from 
the community,” she said. 
“The number of  individu-
als who participated in the 
numerous events and at-
tended activities through-
out Hastings over the 
weekend is amazing. This 
is probably one of  the best 
we’ve ever had.”

More than 1,600 gallons of  
Kool-Aid were served over 
the weekend, much of  that 
from the World’s Largest 
Kool-Aid Stand that offered 
20 different flavors. The top 
five flavors over the week-
end were Grape, Jamaica, 
Tropical Punch, Sharkle-
berry Fin and Cherry.

Other statistics from the 
press release include:

More than 50 parade en-
tries marched downtown to 
kick off Saturday’s event.

The Cutest Kid Contest 
had more than 70 entrants.

Around 150 more experi-
enced Kool-Aid drinkers 
played bingo during Se-
niorFest on Friday.

The Kool-Aid Classic Bike 

Ride had 268 registrations, 
the second largest num-
ber of  riders in the last 19 
years.

More than 100 people par-
ticipated in the 5k Fun Run 
& Walk.

A total of  2,213 people at-
tended Luke Mills and the 
fireworks show at Koncert 
Kool-Aid.

The Hastings Museum 
had more than 1,600 at-
tendees over the weekend. 
Around 1,000 participants 
tried the limbo and ring 
toss activities with 127 try-
ing the Egg Drop activity 
on Sunday.

Participants created 14 
cardboard crafts for the 
Kardboard Boat Race.

Brian Hoffman, who or-
ganized the boat race, said 
14 is the highest number 
of  boats he had seen par-
ticipate in the five years he 
has helped with the event.

“We had some great orga-
nizations make some boats 
this year,” he said. “The 
participants make this 
thing go every year.”

Rohan said the committee 
will meet later to discuss 
what went well and what 
they may want to change 
next year. She said plan-
ning for the 2020 festival 
will begin in September.

“It really is a year-long 
process,” she said. “We 
want to continue to im-
prove.”

Along with the board and 
volunteers, Rohan thanked 
the sponsors of  the festival 
for making it possible.

“That’s the biggest thing 
from the board’s perspec-
tive,” she said. “Kool-Aid 
Days wouldn’t be what it is 
without them.”

Kool-Aid count
Numbers over weekeNd  

add up to success

AMY ROH/Tribune

Braxton Towne, 5, of Grand Island plays Kool-Aid Plinko at the Kool-Aid Sneak Peek 
Event Friday at the City Auditorium.
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After one day, the city 

of  Hastings has sold the 
equivalent of  67 panels 
in its community solar 
project west of  the Hast-
ings Municipal Airport.

Monday was the first 
day Hastings Utilities 

customers could sign up 
to participate in the pro-
gram.

Options include the 
purchase of  installed 
panels, participating in a 
solar share program or 
a combination of  the in-
stallation and share op-
tions. The options carry 
a one-time $50 enroll-
ment fee due for all op-
tions at the time of  appli-
cation that is refundable 
as a credit to the account 
after one year of  partici-
pation.

Derek Zeisler, director 
of  marketing and en-
ergy supply for Hastings 
Utilities, said Tuesday 
morning 13 panels were 
sold and participation 
in 18 shares was agreed 
to during the first day of  
availability. Each share 
comprises three panels, 
so those options add up 
to 67 panels, which is 
about 1 percent of  the 
6,012 total panels in-
cluded in the project.

The project is sched-
uled to come online in 

early September.
Hastings Utilities had 

an informational meet-
ing Thursday at the 
Hastings Public Library 
to answer questions 
about participation in 
the solar project.

“We were impressed by 
some of  the questions 
people wanted answered 
with a lot of  the people 
really trying to under-
stand what we’ve got 
here,” Zeisler said.

He would like to have 
a second informational 

meeting where HU cus-
tomers could sign up for 
solar, but hasn’t sched-
uled anything so far.

One of  the biggest 
things Zeisler said the 
public should know 
about the solar project is 
that it is not necessarily 
a cheaper electricity op-
tion for utility custom-
ers.

“That was never the 
intent of  this,” he said. 
“The intent was to make 
sure we had an option 
for those who were in-

terested in participating 
in renewables. We feel 
very good about the price 
point this came in at, but 
it’s not going to be for ev-
eryone.”

One panel is expected 
to average 48 kilowatt 
hours a month — 52 kWh 
in year one, and 45 kWh 
by year 30 — over the 
course of  the project’s 
30-year lifespan.

The one-time cost 
per purchased panel is 
$384.

67 solar panels spoken for after day 1
the project is 

scheduled to come 
oNliNe iN early 

september
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AYR — Crews work-

ing overtime have stabi-
lized the flooded Crystal 
Lake Recreation Area 
this week, clearing the 
way for the 36th annual 
Platte Valley Antique 
Machinery Associa-
tion’s Antique & Collec-
tor Show scheduled for 
this weekend.

More than 100 antique 

tractors will be on dis-
play during the event, 
which attracts visitors 
from all over Nebraska 
and neighboring states 
to enjoy a glimpse at 
history and the ma-
chines that drove the 
farm communities of  
yesteryear.

The recreation area, 
which is managed by 
the village of  Ayr and 
has been the PVAMA 
show venue for the last 
several years, nestles 
the Little Blue River 
north of  Ayr.

“It (CLRA) was obvi-
ously flooded a couple 

times this year and was 
a mess, but we have it 
all up and ready to go,” 
said Pam Arterburn, 
event organizer. “There 
have been a lot of  vol-
unteer hours and time, 
and everything is up 
and going. We’re pretty 
well ready.”

Arterburn takes the 
lead reins of  direction 
this year from Donna 
Wilton, who served 
multiple years in that 
role. A longtime sup-
porter of  the show, she 
remembers well attend-
ing the event years ago 
with her farmer father.

“I just like that every-
body can come and see 
a piece of  history,” she 
said. “That’s the main 
thing, (seeing) how it 
used to be.”

“Odd Balls and Or-
phans” is the theme for 
this year’s show, which 
will include a wide ar-
ray of  steam engine 
farming machinery on 
display, a garden equip-
ment tractor pull, an-
tique tractor pull, flag 
raising, church ser-
vices, field demonstra-
tions in blacksmithing, 
wheat threshing, sta-
tionary straw bailing 

and corn shelling, and 
live music by Matt Dw-
yer and other musi-
cians.

The show grounds 
open at 7 a.m. both Sat-
urday and Sunday. Ad-
mission is charged at 
the gate for those age 10 
and up.

A tractor drive on Fri-
day, departing from 
Crystal Lake at 1:30 p.m. 
and returning there 
later in the afternoon, 
will lead into the festiv-
ities. 

The Saturday and Sun-
day schedules center 
on the antique tractor 

pulls that begin 11 a.m. 
each day (stock on Sat-
urday, open on Sun-
day) and the parades of  
tractors and vehicles 
that begin both days at 
3:30 p.m.

Additional attractions 
include a flea market 
and kids’ tractor pedal 
pull.

Food vendors will 
supplement the event’s 
kitchen, serving as-
sorted treats and meals 
throughout the event, 
with homemade pie and 
ice cream among the of-
ferings.

Antique, collector show ready to roll at Crystal Lake
Flood cleaNup 
complete aFter 

rough Few moNths 
For park
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