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Eagles, Mustangs battle on court. - B1

Wednesday, December 18, 2019

weather
43
20

TODAY Sunny. Southwest wind 
5-15 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South- 
southwest wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Collin Schoenholz
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W
hile Kay 
Stromer 
stood 
by the 
last box 

she put canned food 
in, she waited for her 
partner to return with 
more food and checked 
her fitness app on her 
smartwatch.

“You get your steps 
in,” she said. “I won’t 
have to go to the gym to-
night.”

Stromer’s partner, 
Carrie Tibbs, quickly re-
turned with more cans 
and the pair returned to 
putting food in almost 
500 boxes Tuesday eve-
ning at the Goodfellows 
grocery packing session 
on the Adams County 
Fairgrounds.

The boxes will go to 
230 families in the area 
by Friday and will have 
toys and over 40 differ-
ent food items — about 
enough to last a week. 
Families applied for a 
Goodfellows box and 
those eligible were se-
lected on perceived 
need.

Stromer and Tibbs 
went to the grocery 
packing session with a 
group of  their cowork-
ers from Conway Pau-
ley and Johnson P.C.. 
About 30 family mem-
bers and volunteers 
from other businesses 
helped over the course 
of  the night.

Volunteers generally 
broke out into pairs, 
with one person push-
ing a shopping cart and 
handing groceries to 
their partner. The part-
ner would gently place 
each food item in a box. 
Each box was marked 
with a number corre-
sponding to a family. 

Holiday 
helpers

Volunteers help pack 
week’s worth  

of food  
for Goodfellows 

recipients
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Patty Mckimmey adds food to Goodfellows boxes Tuesday night 
while volunteering with Nebraska Aluminum Castings employ-
ees at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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Volunteers pack food boxes for Goodfellows Tuesday night at the Adams County Fairgrounds.
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WASHINGTON 

— On the eve of  al-
most-certain impeach-
ment, President Donald 
Trump fired off a furi-
ous letter Tuesday to 
House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi denouncing 
the “vicious crusade” 
against him, while 
Democrats amassed 
the votes they needed 
and Republicans looked 

ahead, vowing to defend 
Trump at next month’s 
Senate trial.

Trump, who would 
be just the third U.S. 
president to be im-
peached, acknowledged 
he was powerless to 
stop Wednesday’s vote. 
He appeared to intend 
his lengthy, accusatory 
message less for Pe-
losi than for the broad 
audience of  citizens — 
including 2020 voters 
— watching history un-

folding on Capitol Hill.
He accused the Dem-

ocrats of  acting out of  
“Trump Derangement 
Syndrome,” still smart-
ing from their 2016 elec-
tion losses. “You are the 
ones bringing pain and 
suffering to our Repub-
lic for your own selfish, 
personal political and 
partisan gain.”

Portraying himself  as 
a blameless victim, as 
he often does, Trump 
compared the impeach-

ment inquiry to the 
“Salem Witch Trials.” 
Asked later if  he bore 
any responsibility for 
the proceedings, he 
said, “No, I don’t think 
any. Zero, to put it 
mildly.”

Pelosi, who warned 
earlier this year against 
pursuing a strictly par-
tisan impeachment, 
nonetheless has the 
numbers to approve 
it. According to a tally 
compiled by The Asso-

ciated Press, Trump is 
on track to be formally 
charged by a House ma-
jority on Wednesday.

“Very sadly, the facts 
have made clear that 
the President abused 
his power for his own 
personal, political ben-
efit and that he ob-
structed Congress,” Pe-
losi wrote to colleagues. 
“In America, no one is 
above the law.”

“During this very 
prayerful moment in 

our nation’s history, we 
must honor our oath to 
support and defend our 
Constitution from all 
enemies, foreign and do-
mestic,” she said.

No Republicans have 
indicated they will sup-
port the the two articles 
of  impeachment, for 
abuse of  power and ob-
struction of  Congress, 
setting up a close-to-
party-line vote.

House nears impeachment as Trump decries ‘vicious crusade’
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Noxious weeds re-

mained largely con-
trolled in Adams 
County during 2019.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 7-0 at 
their regular meeting 
Tuesday to approve the 
annual county weeds 
report from weed super-
intendent Eric Walston.

He said Adams County 
only has four of  the 
12 Nebraska noxious 
weeds, musk thistle be-
ing the primary one.

Walston said the 

Weeds 
under 
control
in Adams 
County
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While paying for a 

new Adams County jail 
would be manageable 
for residential property 
owners, agricultural 
land owners would 
carry much more of  a 
burden.

That was the response 
from members of  the 
Citizens’ Jail Commit-
tee to financing options 
for a new jail presented 
by Andy Forney, vice 
president of  public fi-
nance banking for D.A. 
Davidson, during a com-
mittee meeting Tuesday 
at the county’s Wallace 
Elementary building.

D.A. Davidson is the 
county’s bond counsel.

Using a $30 million 
project cost and interest 
rate of  2.75%, Forney 

New jail 
costs 
concern 
farmers
committee members 

hear financinG 
fiGures for $30m 

project
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