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TODAY Snow, mainly before 1 
p.m. Less than 1 inch possible.

TONIGHT Cloudy during the early 
evening, then gradual clearing.
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Marshal’s ready to 
represent branches               
at veterans parade

JOHN HUTHMACHER
johnh@hastingstribune.com

N
ebraskans 
representing the 
five U.S. armed 
forces service 
branches will 

serve as grand marshals at 
the Hastings Veterans Rec-
ognition Parade at 10 a.m. 
Saturday.

Marshals representing 
their respective U.S. military 
branches in this year’s pa-
rade are: Hastings residents 
Dale F. Musgrave, Army; 
Willis “Gale” Bullard, Air 

Force; Marcus Fitzgerald; 
Marines; Darrell E. Moyer, 
Navy; and Omaha resident 
Randy Evans, Coast Guard.

The parade, hosted by 
Hastings Area Chamber of  
Commerce and the Masonic 
Center, includes participa-
tion by area businesses and 
veterans and is expected 
to draw hundreds of  patri-
otic locals in recognition of  
those who answered the call 
to protect and defend the na-
tion through their service.

Parade entrants may sim-
ply show up the day of  the 
event to register at the Ma-
sonic Center, 411 N. Hast-
ings Ave., from 8:30-9:30 a.m. 
There is no charge to partic-
ipate in the parade, and vet-

erans are invited to march 
or drive along the parade 
route and be recognized.

Marshals were chosen by 
parade committee officials 
from a pool of  applications 
of  honorably discharged 
veterans submitted by fam-
ily members and friends 
throughout the year.

Four of  the five represen-
tatives selected (Evans was 
unable to attend) were pre-
sented with customized 
plaques during a recognition 
dinner Oct. 23 at the Masonic 
Center. Those in attendance 
all said they were humbled 
by the honor to represent 
their respective branches.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
CLAY CENTER — 

A 305-megawatt so-
lar project proposed 
for southwestern Clay 
County is anticipated to 
generate enough energy 
to power as many as 
57,000 homes per year.

Apex Clean Energy 
of  Charlottesville, Vir-

ginia, is proposing the 
Big Allis Solar Project. 
Dylan Ikkala, Apex de-
velopment manager; 
and Brenna Gunder-
son, Apex director of  
development, attended 
the Clay County Board 
of  Supervisors meet-
ing Tuesday to discuss 
the project and answer 
questions.

About 3,000 acres 
would be leased for the 
project with panels lo-
cated on about 2,100 
acres of  that expanse. 
The proposed project 

area is west of  Deweese 
along the Clay/Nuckolls 
county line.

The location was se-
lected because of  its 
proximity to a Nebraska 
Public Power District 
transmission line. It is 
also close to the area 
Apex had identified for 
a previous wind energy 
project that Apex did 
not carry to fruition due 
to opposition from local 
residents.

Ikkala said installa-
tion of  the panels most 
likely would occur in 

2021 or 2022 following 
an interconnection 
study process that takes 
about two years.

The project lifespan 
would be 40 years with 
the lease tied to the land.

The panels would 
track the sun from east 
to west.

Ikkala pointed out that 
while 305 megawatts is a 
large project, it is only a 
small portion of  the ca-
pacity through 22 solar 
projects planned across 
Nebraska.

There are 3.2 giga-

watts’ worth of  solar 
projects planned in Ne-
braska for the next five 
years.

Ikkala said renewable 
energy development in 
Nebraska was largely 
made possible by the pas-
sage of  LB824 in 2016.

The bill was meant to 
attract private renew-
able energy develop-
ment to Nebraska by 
streamlining and updat-
ing regulations.

One of  LB824’s biggest 
attributes, Ikkala said, 
is the nameplate ca-

pacity tax, which must 
be paid by the owner 
of  the renewable en-
ergy project at a rate of  
$3,518 per megawatt per 
year.

For the Big Allis proj-
ect, that would equal 
$1,072,990 paid each 
year, with those funds 
going first to the Ne-
braska Department of  
Revenue and then to the 
host county with the 
majority of  the funds 
going to local school dis-
tricts.

WILL VRASPIR
wvraspir@hastingstribune.com
Police say Daniel 

Harden became a sus-
pect early in the investi-
gation into the death of  
19-year-old Jose “Joey” 
Hansen on Sept. 11, 2017.

Hastings Police Capt. 
Raelee Van Winkle tes-
tified near the end of  
the day Monday that 
Harden was among five 
or six names that consis-
tently came up in inter-
views conducted during 
the first two days.

“His name came up on 
Day 2,” she said.

By looking at Han-
sen’s cellphone, police 
learned that Deante 
Mullen was the last 
person to communi-
cate with Hansen. From 
there, they started look-
ing into others who had 
been communicating 
with Mullen around 
that time. Police re-
quested records through 
Facebook, the social me-
dia site through which 
Hansen and Mullen had 
arranged a drug deal 
shortly before the shoot-
ing.

Van Winkle said they 
had probable cause to 
arrest Mullen within a 
couple days of  begin-
ning the investigation, 
but they waited to find 
out who else was in-
volved. As the weeks 
went on, Van Winkle 
said investigators ruled 
out some of  the group 
of  people associated 
with Mullen, but Hard-

en’s name remained.
“We continued to re-

ceive his name through 
tips,” she said. “We did 
attempt to talk to him.”

HPD Chief  Adam 
Story testified Tuesday 
that he and Van Winkle 
approached Harden in 
October 2017 to discuss 
the case and any infor-
mation he might be able 
to provide.

Jurors heard an au-
dio recording of  the 
conversation, in which 
Harden claimed to 
know nothing about the 
shooting. Story said he 
used specific interview 
techniques to try to get 
Harden to talk.

“It’s done to allow a 
person to tell his side of  
the story,” he said.

Harden said he didn’t 
know anything about a 
shooting. When asked 
about hanging out with 
Mullen the prior day or 
going to Lincoln with 
Mullen on the day of  
the murder, Harden 
said he didn’t know 
what he was doing that 
day without checking 
his calendar.

Story implied that po-
lice had physical evi-
dence against him, but 
Harden continued to 
deny knowledge of  the 
incident.

“You have physical 
evidence of  me doing 
something I’ve never 
done?” Harden said in 
the recording. “That’s 
ridiculous.”

JANIE HAR AND 
JOCELYN GECKER

The Associated Press
SAN RAFAEL, Calif. 

— With no electricity 
for the fourth straight 
day Tuesday, chef  and 
caterer Jane Sykes real-
ized she would have to 
throw out $1,000 worth 
of  food, including trays 
of  brownies, cupcakes 
and puff pastry.

And she had little 
hope of  getting a good 
night’s sleep — there 
was no way to run the 

machine she relies on to 
counter her apnea.

“I don’t think PG&E 
really thought this 
through,” she lamented.

Frustration and an-
ger mounted across 
Northern California on 
Tuesday as the state’s 
biggest utility, Pacific 
Gas & Electric, began 
another round of  wide-
spread blackouts aimed 
at preventing its elec-
trical equipment from 
sparking wildfires in 
high winds.

Millions of  people have 
been without power for 
days as fire crews race 
to contain two major 
wind-whipped blazes that 
have destroyed dozens of  
homes at both ends of  the 
state: in Sonoma County 
wine country and in the 
hills of  Los Angeles.

Across Northern Cal-
ifornia, people worried 
about charging cell-
phones, finding gasoline 
and cash, keeping their 
food from spoiling and 
staying warm. Some 

ended up at centers set 
up by PG&E where peo-
ple could go to power 
their electronics and get 
free water, snacks, flash-
lights and solar lanterns.

“There’s a hidden 
cost,” Sykes said. “Ab-
solutely public safety 
above all else, but 
there’s a big financial 
loss for my profession, 
having to throw away a 
lot of  hard work.”

PG&E said Tues-
day’s blackouts — the 
third round in a week 

— would affect about 
1.5 million people in 
29 counties, including 
1 million still without 
power from a shut-off 
over the weekend.

The outages have 
made people like Linda 
Waldron, a mother of  
two who lives north 
of  San Francisco in 
San Rafael, realize 
the things we take for 
granted.

She discovered she 
was low on gas and 
began to panic as she 

drove around looking 
for an open gas station. 
She wound up driving 
to San Francisco, about 
20 miles away, before 
she found one. She also 
stocked up on cash after 
realizing she had only 
$1 in her wallet.

“What if  we needed 
to evacuate and I had 
no gas in the car?” she 
said as her 5-year-old 
daughter and 3-year-old 
son cavorted at a play-
ground. “I didn’t even 

Solar project planned for Clay County
project could 

generate More than 
$1 Million each year 

in local taxes

‘It’s an absolute honor’

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

In this November 2016 file photo, vehicles full of veterans drive down Hastings Avenue 
during the Veterans Recognition Parade in downtown Hastings. This year’s edition of the 
parade is 10 a.m. Saturday.
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