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TODAY Wind gusts of up to 45 
mph possible.

$1.75 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy with 
strong winds.
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Having received just 

one bid each for three 
items pertaining to the 
city landfill depart-
ment, members of  the 
Hastings City Council 
again discussed during 
their meeting Monday 
the city’s bidding pro-
cess.

Council members dis-
cussed the bidding pro-
cess during their March 
work session after re-
ceiving only one bid for 
a loader. 

Councilman Butch 
Eley asked that the 
council discuss the 
city’s bidding process at 
that time.

Early in his tenure in 
Hastings, City Engineer 
Dave Wacker worked to 
standardize the city’s 
bidding process. Bid no-
tices now are available 

on the city’s website as 
well as in the Hastings 
Tribune.

Bidders fill out the 
planholder’s submittal 
form for active bids on 
a link through the en-
gineering department’s 
page on the city’s web-
site.

Councilman Chuck 
Rosenberg raised ob-
jections Monday be-
cause the council re-
ceived a single bid each 
for an alternate daily 
cover tarp machine, 
heavy-duty industrial 
horizontal wood waste 
grinder and a tracked 
waste handler dozer.

Purchase of  the tarp 
machine, which cov-
ers daily waste at the 
solid waste landfill, 
was unanimously ap-
proved because of  the 
uniqueness of  the item 
and because it was just 
$43,244. 

The bid was from 
Southwestern Sales of  
Rogers, Arkansas.

Minden event draws 
faMilies froM far and near  
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M
INDEN — Da-
vid Williams of  
Plymouth, Illi-
nois, was visit-
ing his mother 

in Gibbon over the holiday 
when he looked for area activ-
ities for the family and came 
across Minden’s Christmas 
Traditions Festival.

He brought his children — 

Drake, 8, Lily, 6, and Quinn, 
6 — for photos with Santa, 
a free movie at the Minden 
Opera House, and carnival 
games at the Minden Mall. 
Children tossed rings on rein-
deer antlers, threw “snow-
balls” at targets on a snow-
man, tried fishing in ice holes, 
and more.

Drake enjoyed a game of  
Plinko the most, while Quinn 
said her favorite was tossing 
“marshmallows” into a giant 
cardboard cup of  hot choco-
late.

David said he was surprised 

he hadn’t heard of  Minden’s 
holiday festival before, espe-
cially since he had visited his 
mother previously.

“We were trying to find local 
stuff to do,” he said. “This is 
pretty good.”

They planned to cap the 
evening with the crowning 
of  Miss Christmas City and 
the igniting of  the downtown 
holiday lights. The down-
town parade scheduled to 
follow the lighting event was 
cancelled due to the weather 
forecast.
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SUPERIOR — A $10 
million Health Care 
Revenue Bond issue 
approved by the Supe-
rior City Council has 
cleared the way for an 
expected $21 million ad-
dition and renovation 
project at Brodstone 
Memorial Hospital here.

The council approved 
the bond issue Nov. 12. 
This action was taken to 
provide a lower interest 
rate for the nonprofit 
hospital, with the city 
granting its approval as 
a “pass-through” gov-
ernment entity.

The bond will be ad-
ministered by the Cen-
tral National Bank in 

Superior. There is no 
liability to the city, and 
Brodstone will be liable 
to pay back the loan in 
its entirety to the Cen-
tral National Bank.

The bond issue was 
readily approved follow-
ing a City Council pub-
lic hearing. 

No one appeared at 
that hearing to question 

or oppose the bond is-
sue.

The project plans will 
include a remodel to the 
existing hospital com-
plex and construction 
of  an addition that will 
attach to the east side of  
the present building. B-D 
Construction of  Kearney 
has been selected as the 
building contractor.

At this time, the proj-
ect timeline remains 
fluid and subject to re-
vision altough a for-
mal ground breaking is 
planned for spring 2020. 
The site preparation 
work is expected to be-
gin in mid-February.

The plan provides for 
17 new patient rooms, 
an infusion center and 

an enlarged emergency 
room.

When this construc-
tion is completed, the 
present emergency 
room will be remodeled 
to serve as a freight un-
loading and supply stor-
age area as well as pro-
vide for an in-facility 
laundry. 

CLAIRE GALOFARO 
The Associated Press

A powerful storm 
making its way east 
from California is caus-
ing major disruptions 
during the year’s bus-
iest travel weekend, as 
forecasters warned that 
intensifying snow and 
ice could thwart mil-
lions of  people across 
the country hoping to 
get home after Thanks-
giving.

The storm caused the 
death of  at least one per-
son in South Dakota and 
shut down highways in 
the western U.S., strand-
ing drivers in California 
and prompting authori-
ties in Arizona to plead 
with travelers to wait 
out the weather before 
attempting to travel.

The storm was ex-
pected to track east 
through the weekend, 
pummeling a huge por-
tion of  the country with 
snow, ice or flash flood-
ing.

The National Weather 
Service said travel could 
become impossible in 
some places.

The weather could be 
particularly disruptive 
on Sunday, when mil-
lions of  holiday travel-
ers head home. Airlines 
for America, the airline 
industry’s trade group, 
expects 3.1 million pas-
sengers during what 
could be the busiest day 
ever recorded for Amer-
ican air travel.

The weather service 
issued storm warnings 
Friday for a swath of  the 
country stretching from 
Montana to Nebraska to 
Wisconsin, with heavy 
snow anticipated in 
parts of  Utah, Colorado, 
Montana and Wyoming.

Strong winds gusting 
to 90 mph were possible 
in mountains and foot-
hills, and could reach 65 
mph in the Plains, cre-
ating poor visibility.

Council members 
question city’s 
bidding processs 
City adMinistrator 
satisfied with due 
diligenCe efforts

Superior hospital planning $21 million upgrade

Powerful storm disrupts 
weekend of heavy travel

Festival starts Christmas season

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Josie Graham, 7, of Minden hugs Santa Claus between games Friday at the children’s carni-
val during the Minden Christmas Traditions Festival.
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