
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B3
Comics B5
Crossword B4
Entertainment B3

Other Page A6
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices A5

inside Vol. 115, No. 48 © 2019
The SeaToN PubliShiNg Co., iNC. 

haSTiNgS, NebraSka

$1 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

HC men’s soccer team advances to round of 16. - B1

Monday, November 25, 2019

weather
52
28

TODAY Mostly sunny. Wind gusts 
as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. Winds 
could gust as high as 25 mph.
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W
ith stuffed 
bears in their 
arms and big 
smiles on 
their faces, 10 

children walked out of  the 
Adams County courtroom 
and into their new lives as 
adopted sons and daughters 
Saturday.

“Once in awhile, we get to 
do things, like today, where 
we can bring someone joy 
and happiness,” said Judge 
Michael Mead, who presided 
over the final adoption hear-
ings.

The stuffed bears were 
given during the 15th annual 
National Adoption Day in 
10th Judicial District.

The stuffed bears aren’t 
teddy bears, but Offner bears, 
Mead said. It is a continua-
tion of  a tradition started by 
Judge Michael Offner, who 
died in December 2014.

Offner understood the sig-
nificance of  adoption, having 
been been adopted himself  
and as an adoptive parent. He 
started purchasing the bears 
out of  his own pocket and 

Making it official
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Jessiana Ardiana (left) receives a hug from her new sister, Taylor Soucie, during National 
Adoption Day Saturday at the Adams County Courthouse. Jessiana was adopted by Steve 
and Carrie Ardiana.
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Josh Konen, 3, picks out an “Offner bear” during his adop-
tion hearing Saturday at the Adams County Courthouse. 
Anthony and Gianna Konen adopted Josh and his broth-
ers Cesar, 10, and George, 2, during National Adoption Day. 
Each child adopted at the Adams County Courthouse Sat-
urday received a stuffed bear donated by the Offner family 
in memory of Judge Michael Offner.
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Out of  spare change? 
No problem. The Sal-
vation Army has gone 
high tech across the 
United States this year 
to make it easier for giv-
ers to give this holiday 
season.

As of  Nov. 1, the 37 red 
kettles used locally for 
collecting donations on 
store counters and in 
front of  area stores now 
contain a QR code that 
enables would-be con-
tributors to access the 
internet on their cell-
phone or tablet to make 
a donation from their 
bank account or credit 
card using Apple Pay 

or Google Wallet digital 
wallet service.

“It’s the wave of  the 
future,” said Major 
Dale Brandenburg, who 
heads the Hastings Sal-
vation Army location. 
“Nobody carries money 
anymore, and this year 
the Salvation Army is 
just embracing that.”

If  the idea doesn’t 
sound completely new, 
there’s a reason for 
that. Hastings Salvation 
Army kettles actually 
used this technology 
last year. But hardly 
anyone noticed.

“We experimented 
with it last year, but we 
didn’t really talk it up 
like we’re doing this 

year,” Brandenburg 
said. “We didn’t have 
the national exposure. 
This year it’s rolled out 
all across the U.S.

“We’re hoping with 
it being national and 
every Salvation Army 
doing it and every offi-
cer talking about it that 
we’ll have more success 
with it this year.”

Brandenburg manned 
the storefront kettle of-
fering access to both 
digital wallet services 
and physical currency 
at his usual location 
in downtown Hastings 
during this year’s Cele-
bration of  Lights event 
Thursday evening. Area 
storefront kettles will 

appear Monday at Al-
len’s of  Hastings, Russ’s 
Market, Walgreens, Big 
G Ace and Walmart Su-
percenter.

Volunteer bell ringers 
still are needed to tend 
the storefront kettles. 
And as with the kettles 
themselves, technology 
is available to help vol-
unteers sign up online. 
Visitors to register-
toring.com can simply 
type in their zip code to 
find the various kettle 
locations needing help 
and what time slots are 
available and sign up to 
fill them online.

“It shows what hours 

Salvation Army goes high tech with kettles
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People can now donate using their smart devices 
at The Salvation Army red kettles.
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With only a handful 

of  fluent speakers, the 
Omaha Indian tribe’s 
language is at risk of  
disappearing. To get 
the word out about ef-
forts to preserve the 
language, director Bri-
gitte Timmerman and 
a group of  Omaha tribe 
members made a docu-
mentary that highlights 
why language preserva-
tion is important.

The Hastings Mu-
seum held a screening 
of  “UmoNhoN Iye: The 
Omaha Speaking” as 
part of  Native Amer-
ican Heritage Month 
on Sunday. The screen-
ing included a ques-
tion-and-answer portion 
with the film’s director 
and Octa Keen, who was 
one of  the people fea-
tured in the film.

The screening closely 
followed the Native 
American Festival 
at the museum on 
Wednesday, where area 
students visited the mu-
seum to learn about Na-
tive American heritage.

A translation of  
UmoNhon — which 
is pronounced like 
“Omaha” but with an 
“oo” sound, like in 
the word “boo,” at the 
beginning — means 
“against the current.” 
The name speaks to 
the tribe’s immigration 
from the Great Lakes 
area to the Missouri 
River area in Iowa and 
Nebraska.

The language of  the 
Omaha tribe is more 
than a method of  com-
munication, the film 
explains in the early 
portion. The language 
is a source of  identity 
for the people in the 
tribe, being something 
uniquely Omaha.

As American settlers 

Museum screens Omaha 
language documentary

Director, 
interviewee give 

Q&A 
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ORLANDO, Fla. — 
With billions in federal 
aid and seats in Con-
gress at stake, some 
states are dragging 
their feet in carrying 
out one of  the Census 
Bureau’s chief  recom-
mendations for mak-
ing sure everyone is 
counted during the 2020 
census.

Five states — Florida, 
Louisiana, Nebraska, 
South Dakota and Texas 
— have not set up “com-
plete count committees” 
that would create public 
awareness campaigns to 
encourage people to fill 
out the questionnaires.

In some of  those 
states, politicians ar-
gued that a statewide 
body would be unnec-
essary, since local com-
mittees, cities and non-
profit organizations are 

already working to pub-
licize the census. In oth-
ers, state leaders didn’t 
see any urgency to act.

The once-a-decade 
count of  the U.S. pop-
ulation starts in Janu-
ary in a remote area of  
Alaska. The rest of  the 
nation takes part start-
ing in the spring.

“We are encouraging 
others to join in,” Cen-
sus Bureau Director 
Steven Dillingham said 
this month. “The clock 
is ticking, and the time 
to join is now.”

Six states — Iowa, 
Maine, Tennessee, Ver-
mont, West Virginia and 
Wisconsin — only got 
on board in the past sev-
eral weeks.

Officials say the com-
mittees can separate 
census winners from 
losers.

5 states resisting 
creation of panels 
to promote census
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