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New framework
bolsters Biden’s
hand at summit
MATTHEW DALY

Associated Press

WASHINGTON —
President Joe Biden
heads to a United Nations climate conference
Monday energized by a
new legislative framework that, if enacted,
would be the largest action ever taken by the
United States to address
climate change.
The $555 billion plan
for climate spending
is the centerpiece of a
sweeping domestic policy package Biden and
congressional Democrats presented Thursday, hours before the
president traveled to
Europe for another
summit ahead of the
climate meeting in
Glasgow, Scotland.
Biden called the plan
“the most significant
investment to deal with
the climate crisis that
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Amanda Cargile and Bo Bienkowski stand with skeletons decorating their yard at 906
Brentwood Ave. Sunday in Hastings. The couple, who have birthdays on Oct. 30 and 31,
change the scene in their yard throughout the month.

Skeleton crew
COUPLE SHOWS HALLOWEEN
SPIRIT WITH CHANGING
YARD DISPLAYS
WILL VRASPIR

wvraspir@hastingstribune.com

A

Hastings couple
enjoys showing
off their Halloween spirit through
constantly changing yard decorations featuring a dozen skeletons.
Halloween is the favorite
time of year for Bo Bienkowski and Amanda Cargile of
906 Brentwood Ave. For two
years, the couple has spent
the month of October creating various scenes with their
skeleton crew.
The skeletons may be rowing a coffin as if it were a boat
piloted by pirates. They could
be cheerleaders stacked in
a pyramid during a routine.
They could be having trouble while doing some yard
work and one ends up underneath the lawn mower, or
find themselves in any number of other wacky situations
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A skeleton celebrates the
birthdays of Amanda Cargile
and Bo Bienkowski in the
couple’s yard at 906 Brentwood Ave.
through the season.
Ideas for some of the scenes
come from posts Cargile has
seen on social media. Other
times, she just looks over her
growing stash of supplies and
comes up with her own theme.

“We try to do something different every day,” she said.
“We wait to do it at night so
nobody knows what it is till
morning.”
Bienkowski said the concepts are all Cargile’s inspiration but he is more than
willing to help her set up the
scenes.
“It can be challenging, but
it’s a lot of fun,” he said. “I
enjoy being able to support
her and her enthusiasm for
it.”
For the last scene of the
year, the skeletons were celebrating a pair of birthdays
— those of Bienkowski and
Cargile.
Cargile’s birthday is Halloween and her partner’s
birthday is the day before,
giving them the perfect reason to celebrate the holiday
to its fullest.
Originally from Devine,
Texas, Cargile said Halloween long has been important
for her family.
“Growing up, Halloween

ever happened, beyond
any other advanced nation in the world.”
While far from certain
to pass in a closely divided Congress, the new
framework reassured
nervous Democrats and
environmental leaders
that a president who
has made climate action a key focus of his
administration will not
arrive in Glasgow empty-handed.
The plan did not give
Biden everything he
wanted, but supporters
still believe that, if enacted, it would set the
United States on a path
to meet Biden’s goal to
cut carbon pollution in
half by 2030.
“It’s a real signal to
the world that the U.S. is
back and demonstrating
leadership on climate
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Dozens of cases
dismissed after drugs
stolen from evidence
Lincoln Journal Star

LINCOLN — At least
66 criminal cases have
been dismissed a month
after authorities announced that more than
$1.2 million worth of
drugs had been stolen
from a Nebraska State
Patrol evidence room,
and more dismissals are
likely.
Deputy Lancaster
County Attorney Bruce
Prenda said his office
has closed 66 cases, and
it is still reviewing 43
more. Similar reviews
are happening in 13
other counties served
by the State Patrol evidence locker where the
thefts were discovered.
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“Our office has dismissed several cases
related to this issue,
and we’ll continue to
review cases and make
decisions, as we are required to do,” Prenda
told the Lincoln Journal
Star.
Prenda declined to say
how much of the stolen
evidence was linked to
active cases and how
much of it was scheduled to be destroyed.
A former State Patrol evidence technician, Anna Idigima, and
her boyfriend, George
Weaver Jr., have been
indicted on federal
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People, homes vanish due to 2020 census’ new privacy method
MIKE SCHNEIDER

Associated Press

The three-bedroom
colonial-style house
where Jessica Stephenson has lived in Milwaukee for the last six years
bustles with activity
on any given weekday,
filled with the chattering of children in the
day care center she
runs out of her home.
The U.S. Census Bureau says no one lives
there.

“They should come
and see it for themselves,” Stephenson
said.
From her majority-Black neighborhood
in Wisconsin to a community of Hasidic Jews
in New York’s Catskill
Mountains to a park
outside Tampa, Florida, a method used by
the Census Bureau for
the first time to protect
confidentiality in the
2020 census has made

people and occupied
homes vanish — at least
on paper — when they
actually exist in the real
world.
It’s not a magic trick
but rather a new statistical method the bureau
is using called differential privacy, which involves the intentional
addition of errors to
data to obscure the
identity of any given
participant.
Bureau officials say
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it’s necessary to protect
privacy in a time of increasingly sophisticated
data mining, as technological innovations
magnify the threat of
people being “re-identified” through the use of
powerful computers to
match census information with other public
databases. By law, census answers are supposed to be confidential.
But some city officials and demogra-

TODAY Snow likely before 2 p.m.,
then a chance of rain and snow.
TONIGHT A 10% chance of rain
before 7 p.m. Mostly cloudy.
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phers think it veers too
far from reality — and
could cause errors in
the data used for drawing political districts
and distributing federal
funds.
At least one analysis
suggests that differential privacy could penalize minority communities by undercounting
areas that are racially
and ethnically mixed.
Harvard University researchers found that the
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method made it more
difficult to create political districts of equal
population and could
result in fewer majority-minority districts.
The Census Bureau,
for its part, argues that
the data is every bit as
good as in past censuses
and that the low-level
inaccuracies don’t present a large-scale problem.
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