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Adams Central ready for championship game. - B1

Friday, November 20, 2020

weather
55

37

TODAY Partly sunny. North-north-
east wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. North-
east wind around 5 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Jaden Peña
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Members of  a group 
trying to stop the city of  
Hastings from demol-
ishing the deteriorating 
16th Street viaduct have 
filed an initiative peti-
tion for a special elec-
tion on the issue, which 
led to other legal ac-
tions last week.

Paul Dietze presented 
the petition to Hastings 
City Clerk Kim Jacobitz 
on Nov. 4, but it wasn’t 
initially approved for 
circulation. The primary 
petitioners included Di-

etze, Norman Sheets and 
Alton Jackson.

In a letter dated Nov. 
5, the clerk determined 
the petition wasn’t in its 
proper form, because 
it had been filed before 
provisional ballots from 
the Nov. 3 general elec-
tion had been verified 
and the results were 
certified by the Adams 
County Canvassing 
Board.

“I am of  the opinion 
that the prospective pe-
tition is premature,” 
the letter reads. “As 
such I cannot meet the 
statutory obligation un-

der the Statutes, at this 
time.”

The results of  the elec-
tion were certified on 
Nov. 6.

On Nov. 9, Dietze, 
Jackson and Sheets 
filed a writ of  manda-
mus against Jacobitz 
and a motion for a tem-
porary restraining or-
der against the mem-
bers of  the Hastings 
City Council. Both ac-
tions were filed in Ad-
ams County District 
Court.

The writ of  manda-
mus asked a judge to or-
der the clerk to approve 

the initiative petition 
for circulation and so-
licitation of  signatures 
immediately. It claimed 
the clerk didn’t inform 
the plaintiffs of  any nec-
essary changes and that 
those changes be made 
pursuant to her statu-
tory duty proscribed in 
Nebraska law.

In a second case, the 
group filed a motion for 
temporary restraining 
order to prevent the 
council from “consider-
ing, approving or imple-
menting City Council 
Resolution 2020-62.”

That measure was 

filed against each mem-
ber of  the Hastings City 
Council — Jeniffer Be-
ahm, Ginny Skutnik, 
Butch Eley, Ted Schro-
eder, Paul Hamelink, 
Chuck Rosenberg, Scott 
Snell and Matt Fong.

The group asked the 
judge to issue an order 
enjoining the city from 
considering Resolution 
No. 2020-62 until such 
time that they are le-
gally allowed to circu-
late a second petition 
and submit it for cer-
tification and consid-
eration in accordance 
with the statutory 

scheme governing ini-
tiatives.

“Passage of  Reso-
lution 2020-62 would 
likely require Plaintiffs 
to amend their Second 
Petition, which is cur-
rently an initiative, to a 
referendum, which the 
City Council has once 
before circumvented,” 
the complaint stated. “A 
referendum, followed by 
an initiative would re-
quire significantly more 
effort and money from 
Plaintiffs and Plain-
tiffs believe the City is, 
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State and local gov-
ernment entities, pri-
vate-sector philan-
thropic groups and 
media organizations 
from across Nebraska 
will work together on 
a unified campaign to 
promote best practices 
related to public health 

as the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
pandemic continues.

In a virtual news 
conference Thursday 
morning, leaders un-
veiled the “Do Right, 
Right Now” campaign, 
which will run over the 
next six to nine months, 
exhorting stressed and 
pandemic-weary Ne-
braskans to do their 
part in thwarting fur-
ther spread of  the virus.

“These messages will 
be promoted in a pos-

itive and upbeat man-
ner,” said Dr. Adi Pour, 
health director for the 
Douglas County Health 
Department and one of  
the prime instigators of  
the campaign developed 
by the public relations 
firm Vic Gutman & As-
sociates.

The campaign will in-
clude messaging in ra-
dio, television, print, 
digital and outdoor 
media across the state. 

Leaders unveil new public relations campaign for fighting virus
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T
he holiday season in Hastings 
had an unconventional kickoff 
this year.

Christmas lights still were 
turned on in downtown for 

the first time on the Thursday before 
Thanksgiving, but it was done without 
thousands of  people huddled, waiting 
for Santa Claus and Kool-Aid Man to 
help count down.

The Hastings Downtown Center As-
sociation announced in September it 
would not hold Celebration of  Lights or 
its Trick-or-Treat events to cut down on 
crowds for public health reasons.

Tammy Orthmann, director of  the 
Hastings Downtown Center Association, 

In lieu 
of crowds

HOLIDAY SEASON GETS 

UNCONVENTIONAL START  

IN MIDST OF PANDEMIC

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

A wooden stocking depicting the manger scene 
is displayed Thursday ahead of voting for the 
Downtown Center Association stocking contest.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Entries for the Downtown Center Association stocking contest are displayed Thursday in 
downtown Hastings.

2nd petition to save dilapidated bridge to be circulated

SEE CAMPAIGN/page A5

SEE BRIDGE/page A3
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Four more residents 
of  the South Heart-
land Health District 
have died of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, bringing the 
district’s death toll re-
lated to the virus to 28.

The victims were an 
Adams County man in 
his 70s, two Clay County 
men in their 70s and a 
Nuckolls County man 
in his 80s. All four had 
underlying health con-
ditions, and the three 
men from Clay and Nu-
ckolls counties were 
hospitalized.

“We are sad to report 
the loss of  four more 
South Heartland res-
idents to COVID-19,” 
said Michele Bever, 
South Heartland health 
department executive 
director. “Our hearts go 
out to the families who 
lost their loved ones.”

The four men all had 
been recorded earlier 
in South Heartland sta-
tistics as positive cases. 
The health depart-
ment doesn’t announce 
deaths as being related 
to COVID-19 until the 
cause of  death is con-
firmed on death certif-
icates.

In a news release 
Thursday night, Bever 
also reported 176 
new laboratory-con-
firmed COVID-19 cases 
for Tuesday through 
Thursday, bringing the 
district’s running case 
total to 2,407.

The new confirmed 
cases for the three-day 
period include 118 in 
Adams, 31 in Clay, 20 in 
Nuckolls and seven in 
Webster. By county, the 

cumulative case counts 
are 1,625 in Adams, 369 
in Clay, 234 in Nuckolls, 
and 179 in Webster.

The neighboring Two 
Rivers Public Health 
Department reported 
that Kearney County 
had recorded 18 new 
positive cases Monday 
through Wednesday. 
Franklin County re-
corded three, and Har-
lan County recorded 
six.

The Two Rivers dis-
trict also includes Buf-
falo, Phelps, Gosper and 
Dawson counties.

With Thanksgiving 
just a week away, Bever 
encouraged area con-
stituents to plan ahead 
for a safe holiday and 
keep celebrations small 
and household-based.

“Traditional get-to-
gethers like Thanks-
giving gatherings can 
increase the chances 
of  getting or spread-
ing COVID-19 or the 
flu,” she said. “The saf-
est way to celebrate 
Thanksgiving this year 
is to celebrate with peo-
ple in your household. 
If  you plan any gather-
ings with people outside 
your household, take 
steps to make your cele-
bration safer.”

As of  Thursday, 67.74% 
of  all inpatients in 
South Heartland district 
hospitals were being 
treated for COCID-19. 
About 18% of  all inten-
sive care unit beds in 
the district were avail-
able for new patients.

The district’s three 
hospitals are Mary 
Lanning Healthcare in 
Hastings, Brodstone 

Four more South 
Heartland residents 
succumb to COVID-19
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