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TODAY Mostly cloudy through 
mid-morning, then gradual clearing.

TONIGHT Increasing clouds. 
Southeast wind 5-10 mph.
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A
lthough short-
lived, the flyover 
of  a Boeing KC-
135 Stratotanker 
by the Nebraska 

Air National Guard Monday 
morning lifted the spirits of  
community members in Tri-
bland and across the state.

The flight, which previously 
was planned as a training ex-
ercise for pilots of  the KC-135, 
was molded into a tribute to 
Nebraska’s health care work-
ers for their efforts during 
the novel coronavirus dis-
ease, COVID-19, pandemic. 
More than 30 hospitals state-
wide were on the schedule.

It originally was set to hap-
pen during the afternoon 
of  May 13, but inclement 
weather, including rain and 

‘A great 
salute’
Flyover pays tribute  

to health care workers, 
boosts spirits  

oF hospital, community

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Health care workers watch the Nebraska National Guard flyover salute to Nebraska’s he-
roes Monday at Mary Lanning Healthcare.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

The Nebraska National Guard flies over Mary Lanning 
Healthcare Monday morning to salute Nebraska’s heroes.
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With public health 

concerns related to the 
novel coronavirus dis-
ease remaining, the 
Adams County Agricul-

tural Society has opted 
not to play host to the 
2020 Nebraska High 
School Finals Rodeo on 
the Adams County Fair-
grounds in June.

The decision was an-
nounced Monday after-
noon in a news release 
from the Ag Society.

The three-day rodeo 
had been scheduled for 
June 18-20. The Ag Soci-
ety has for many years 
provided the venue for 
the event, which draws 

rodeo participants, 
families and spectators 
from across Nebraska.

“After receiving guid-
ance from the local 
health department and 
the governor’s office, 
it was determined that 
protecting the health of  
the participants and the 
community will be best 
met by not hosting the 
event,” the Ag Society 
said in its announce-
ment. “Directed health 
measures, including 

limitations of  gather-
ing size of  events, social 
distancing, requiring 
the wearing of  masks, 
and testing all volun-
teers and committee 
members for COVID-19, 
was not feasible.”

The high school fi-
nals rodeo is one of  the 
highlights of  the year 
on the Adams County 
Fairgrounds, and the 
decision not to play host 
to the event this year 
wasn’t taken lightly.

“It was an emotional de-
cision, but it was decided 
that, in order to be so-
cially responsible, there 
was no reasonable way to 
keep competitors, fans, 
volunteers and sponsors 
healthy,” the Ag Society 
said. “Directed health 
measures have made it 
nearly impossible.

“We will miss seeing 
the bright smiles and 
eager faces of  our Ne-
braska high school ro-
deo athletes and we’ll be 

ready for them in 2021!”
The 2021 Nebraska 

High School Finals Ro-
deo is set to take place 
in Hastings, June 17-19.

The Nebraska High 
School Rodeo Associa-
tion now must look at 
its options for a 2020 
finals event. For more 
information on the as-
sociation as it moves 
forward with alternate 
plans, visit the group’s 
website at www.hs-
rodeo-nebraska.com.

High school finals rodeo won’t be in Hastings this year
ag society makes 

‘emotional decision’ 
due to covid-19 
restrictions; plans 

still in place For 
2021 event
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When members of  the 

Adams County Board 
of  Supervisors meet 
Tuesday morning, they 
will do so as a complete 
board in their meeting 
room at the courthouse.

Board Chairman Lee 
Hogan said the decision 
to not include any tele-
conference aspect to the 
meeting was made due 
to problems using Zoom 
and the lack of  commu-
nication during meetings 

between board members 
in the meeting room and 
board members partici-
pating remotely.

The supervisors’ meet-
ing on Tuesday is the 
first for any Hastings or 
Adams County elected 
board without a tele-
conference component 
since the beginning of  
April.

Hogan said the county 
will continue to follow 
the 10-person social dis-
tancing rule, limiting 
attendance inside the 
supervisors’ meeting 
room to the seven-mem-
ber board, County Clerk 
Ramona Thomas, Dep-
uty County Attorney 

Supervisors cautiously return 
to in-person meetings

county, city 
oFFicials approach 

reopenings  
with care
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Two more Adams County res-
idents have lost their lives after 
a battle with the novel corona-
virus disease, COVID-19, the 
South Heartland District Health 
Department announced Mon-
day night.

South Heartland announced the 
fatalities, plus three additional 

laboratory-confirmed cases of  
COVID-19 in the four-county dis-
trict, in a news release.

“We are saddened to report 
two additional coronavirus 
(COVID-19) related deaths in 
Adams County residents,” said 
Michele Bever, South Heartland 
executive director. “This disease 
continues to impact individu-
als in our communities, and we 

urge everyone to continue to 
take precautions to protect the 
health of  our community mem-
bers, especially our most vul-
nerable.”

The two victims are a man in 
his 60s who had been hospital-
ized with underlying medical 
conditions, and a woman in her 
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With gatherings lim-

ited to no more than 10 
people, it wasn’t pos-
sible for the Hastings 
Board of  Education to 
honor district retir-
ees in person Monday, 
but they were honored 
nonetheless.

The board normally 
honors retirees during 
the regular May meet-
ing.

“Obviously, we 
couldn’t pull that off 
under these current cir-
cumstances,” Superin-
tendent Jeff Schneider 
said. “Although they’re 
not off the hook yet be-
cause we will be con-
tacting these individ-
uals to find a time we 
can meet with them in 
person to present them 
with a couple gifts.”

He and Board Presi-
dent Jim Boeve led the 
rest of  the board in a 
round of  applause hon-
oring the 13 retirees 
who worked a total of  
309 years of  service.

“This is not the way 
we wanted to honor 
you,” Schneider said. 
“I know I’ve spoken to 
a couple personally. 
They’re not very excited 

about how this has hap-
pened, either. This is 
not how they envisioned 
the end of  their career 
— but, just like our stu-
dents, they will stick to-
gether, and we’ll come 
through this stronger.”

The retirees, the 
schools or offices where 
they have served, and 
their total years of  ser-
vice include:

 � Steve Adelson, 
Hastings High School, 
eight years

 � Susan Anstine, 
Hastings High, 30 years

 � Diane Bumgardner, 
district office, 17 years

 � Teresa Burns, Hast-
ings High, 13 years

 � Doug Jorgensen, 
district office, 25 years

 � Robert Kerr, Hast-
ings High, 34 years

 � Fred Knapple, Hast-
ings Middle School, 28 
years

 � Cynthia Lewis, 
Longfellow Elementary, 
24 years

 � Patty Meyer, Lin-
coln Elementary, 30 
years

 � Connie Niles, dis-
trict office, 40 years

 � Cheryl Schuff, Lin-
coln Elementary, 32 
years

 � Rod Tickle, Hast-
ings High, 22 years

 � Belle Williams, 
Hastings High, six years

School board 
honors retirees 
at end of year

13 gave combined 
309 years oF service 

to hps
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Adams County COVID-19 death toll increases by 2

SEE COVID-19/page A3


