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TODAY Sunny. East wind 5-15 
mph.

TONIGHT Clear. Southeast wind 
5-10 mph.
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The cost of  service 
and rate design stud-
ies for Hastings Utili-
ties electric and natural 
gas utilities are rec-
ommending 1% elec-
tric and 3% gas rate 
increases to prevent 
larger increases down 
the road.

John Krajewski with 
JK Energy Consulting 
LLC, who conducted the 
studies, presented the 

findings of  those stud-
ies during the Hastings 
Utility Board’s regular 
meeting Thursday.

The studies were con-
ducted in an effort to 
incorporate more accu-
rate customer charges, 
follow industry trends 
and collect sufficient 
revenue to cover pro-
jected expenses.

The board and util-
ity staff leadership are 
taking these proposals 
into consideration for 
changes that may go 
into effect for the fiscal 
year beginning Oct. 1, 
2021.

Existing rates are pro-

jected to collect insuffi-
cient revenue to cover 
projected expenses.

The study proposed 
1% electric rate in-
creases in fiscal year 
2021 through 2024 to en-
sure adequate cash flow.

The study is proposing 
changes to rate design, 
including an increase to 
customer charges.

“Right now with resi-
dential customers, your 
customer charge is less 
than $5 per month,” 
Krajewski said.

The study is propos-
ing, over a four-year 
period, increasing that 
to about $20 to mitigate 

large one-year effects to 
customers.

“That $20 figure is con-
sistent with the cost of  
service,” he said.

Comparable utility or-
ganizations have higher 
customer charges than 
Hastings Utilities does 
now.

It would provide addi-
tional revenue stability.

“If  you have an ad-
verse weather year you 
have more revenue sta-
bility by having more 
revenue from the cus-
tomer charge,” he said.

The study recom-
mends eliminating dis-
counted services such 

as for public authori-
ties and incentives for 
all-electric heating.

“This is a change that 
helps bring your rates 
in conformance with 
the general accepted 
standards,” Krajewski 
said. “One of  the things, 
as a utility, you don’t 
want to be doing is en-
forcing what’s going on 
behind the meter.”

Those costs would 
be recovered from in-
creased base power 
costs. The fuel adjust-
ment charge will in-
clude fuel and variable 
costs related to that.

The name of  the fuel 

adjustment charge is 
recommended to be 
changed to the energy 
adjustment charge to 
reflect certain costs that 
aren’t fuel but are en-
ergy purchases, such as 
renewable energy.

Irrigation rates would 
be revised to eliminate 
interruptible option and 
transition those cus-
tomers to a firm rate, al-
lowing them to irrigate 
as they see fit.

This would eliminate 
the need for HU staff 
to go out, monitoring 
irrigation customers 

Study recommends slight electric, gas rate increases
CITY STAFF WILL 

CONSIDER PROPOSALS IN 
BUDGET PREPARATION
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R
OSELAND — The 
Roseland Com-
munity Club is 
moving histori-
cal trophies and 

awards to set up a virtual 
trophy case as it prepares for 
a new community center and 
a final fundraising push to 
complete the project.

The organization is packing 
everything in the town hall 
this summer and taking pho-
tos of  Roseland’s historical 
trophies and awards to com-
pile them into a virtual tro-
phy case.

Kim Bonifas, president of  
the Roseland Community 
Club, said the building is be-
ing emptied in preparation 
for demolition to make way 
for a new community center.

She said the group wanted a 
way to honor the school’s ac-
colades from the time before 
Roseland consolidated with 
Silver Lake in 1986.

“Once we get this project 
done, I think it will be pretty 
meaningful to some of  the 
players from those teams,” 
she said.

The images can be viewed at 
the Roseland Virtual Trophy 
Case link: bit.ly/roselandvir-
tualtrophycase.

Bonifas said the plan is to 
take the existing building 
down later in the year in 
preparation for construction 
on a new community center 
on Main Street.

Razing the current build-
ing and constructing a new 

facility on the existing land 
was the most cost-effective 
option. Since the new loca-
tion being considered was on 
the edge of  town, the rebuild-
ing option had the added 

Virtual trophy case
ROSELAND GROUP DIGITIZES 
HISTORIC TROPHIES BEFORE 
TOWN HALL IS RAZED FOR 
NEW COMMUNITY CENTER

AMY ROH/Tribune

Kim Bonifas takes pictures of trophies Wednesday at the 
Roseland Village Hall.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Cleo Mousel Wednesday writes out the year and event for trophies that were displayed at 
Roseland Village Hall. The trophies then will be individually photographed and put into a 
virtual trophy case.
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As the rate of  positive 
COVID-19 cases in the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department 
continues to decline, lo-
cal officials are scaling 
back the frequency with 
which they hold video 
news conferences.

The city of  Hastings 
announced the change 
Thursday morning.

Local officials in-
cluding Mayor Corey 
Stutte; Michele Bever, 
executive director of  
the South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment; Eric Barber, pres-
ident and CEO of  Mary 
Lanning Healthcare; 
and Ron Pughes, Ad-
ams County Emergency 
Management director, 
have held video news 
conferences each Friday 
morning for more than 
two months to provide 
the public with details 
about the presence of  
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, in 
the area.

The current positivity 
rate for the health de-
partment is around 2%.

“We took a look at it 
over the past couple 
days,” Stutte said in 
an interview Thurs-
day morning. “The 
numbers, as far as 
the COVID-19 positive 
numbers, are not being 
driven up much, and 
there’s just not a lot of  

new news to give, so we 
thought it would just 
be a good time to scale 
those back and prob-
ably do it every other 
week. As we continue to 
move through the pan-
demic and the way this 
all continues to lay out, 
we just want to make 
sure we’re giving rel-
evant news. We don’t 
want to be meeting just 
to meet.”

He expects to hold a 
videoconference again 
on June 19.

“We don’t want to 
overload them when 
there’s not a whole lot 
of  new information 
coming out right now,” 
he said.

Besides the Friday vid-
eoconferences, about 
40 local stakeholders 
representing around 30 
organizations have met 
throughout the quar-
antine process to dis-
cuss the challenges they 
each face.

The frequency of  
those meetings has 
slowed from six days a 
week initially to now 
once a week.

Those meetings, cur-
rently held Wednesday 
mornings, help inform 
the content of  the Fri-
day videoconferences.

Stutte is thankful for 
all of  the collaboration 
he has seen among lo-
cal organizations as 
they fight the spread of  
COVID-19.

“We’ve got a great 
group of  partners here 
to help discuss these is-
sues and make sure peo-
ple are getting relevant 
information,” he said.

No news is good news
CITY CANCELS FRIDAY 

PRESS CONFERENCE, 
EXPECTS TO SHIFT  

TO EVERY OTHER WEEK

ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

Of a total of  310 pa-
tients in Adams, Web-
ster, Clay and Nuckolls 
counties who have been 
confirmed positive for 
the novel coronavirus 
disease since March 18, 

283 already have been 
declared to be recov-
ered.

Those statistics arise 
out of  the latest reports 
from the South Heart-
land District Health De-
partment concerning 
the disease, a viral in-
fection known in short-
hand as COVID-19.

One additional case 
of  the infection has 
been confirmed by a 

South Heartland’s 
COVID-19 recovery 
rate stands at 88%

WEBSTER COUNTY 
ACCOUNTS FOR ONLY 
NEW CASE IN HEALTH 

DISTRICT
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