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Flashback to Ninemire’s ninth title at Sandy Creek. - B1
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TODAY Showers likely, mainly be-
fore 3 p.m.

TONIGHT Partly cloudy. North-
west wind 10-15 mph.
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A
s someone who has 
spent her life as a 
tailor, Sandy Spady 
is proud to be able to 
help fight the spread 

of  COVID-19 with her sewing 
skills.

“I get the whole thing, like 
Rosie the Riveter,” she said. 
“This is a war. We’ve all got to 
chip in. We’ve all got to help. 
That’s a way I can help.”

She donated 30 masks to PTSR 
Hastings on April 27 during a 
therapy appointment where she 
was rehabilitating after recently 
tearing her meniscus.

Spady estimates she’s made 
about 250 masks, contributing 
material or completed masks 
to several of  the Hastings-area 
mask-making initiatives.

She worked on two or three 
prototypes, incorporating differ-
ent ideas.

“I didn’t like any of  the pat-
terns that I downloaded because 
they were too tight around the 
mouth,” she said.

Spady formerly worked as the 
head designer of  a women’s 
clothing company in Mexico.

From cutting the fabric to com-
pletion, Spady estimates it takes 
about an hour to make one of  
her three-layer masks.

Instead of  elastic, she uses 
the same fabric to make ties. 
She uses wire to form the mask 
around the wearer’s nose.

Spady already was hard at 
work making masks when she 
injured her knee recently. In 
fact, she thinks she may have 
been working a little too hard 
for her own good.

“I think that’s what did it for 
me with my knee was the up 
and down, up and down, up and 
down so much that day,” she 
said.

Spady has a history with 
PTSR. Physical therapist Gene 

Tailor made
Hastings woman gives face 

masks to PtsR

Courtesy Sandy Spady

Physical therapist Mark Johnson (left) and Sandy Spady pose 
with masks Spady donated to PTSR Hastings during a therapy 
appointment there on April 27.
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Employees of  a large 
health care organiza-
tion that includes Good 
Samaritan Society fa-
cilities in Hastings and 
Superior have donated 
more than $1 million 
to a fund to help col-
leagues in financial 
hardship related to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

Sanford Health, a non-
profit company based 
in Sioux Falls, South 
Dakota, operates one of  
the United States’ larg-
est health care systems, 
including 44 hospitals, 
1,400 physicians and 
more than 200 senior 
care facilities of  the 
Evangelical Lutheran 

Good Samaritan Soci-
ety in 26 U.S. states and 
nine countries. The 
Sanford Health Founda-
tion announced April 27 
that its Enterprise Em-
ployee Crisis Fund had 
reached $1 million in 
gifts just three weeks af-
ter being established.

The money is intended 
to help Sanford and 
Good Samaritan Society 
employees whose lives 
have been thrown into 
turmoil by the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, pandemic, 
and who are struggling 
financially as the crisis 
unfolds globally.

“We are family here,” 
said Bobbie Tibbetts, 
president of  the founda-
tion, in a news release. 
“This is how family 
pulls together in crisis 
and comes out stronger. 
We lift each other up so 
we can do what we’re 
called to do — to care 
for our patients and 

communities, together, 
now and always.”

From early April 
through a week ago, 438 
employees received as-
sistance from the fund. 
As of  April 27, 97 addi-
tional applications were 
under review or pend-
ing, with more being 
submitted every day, 
Sanford said.

Any employee may 
apply to receive up to 
$1,000 in assistance. Ap-
plications remain anon-
ymous and are reviewed 
by a committee of  peers 
representing all regions 
of  Sanford Health and 
the Good Samaritan So-
ciety.

“As gifts come in, 
we’re sending 100 per-
cent right back out to 
help colleagues with 
basic needs like food, 
housing, clothing or 
child care,” Tibbetts 

Sanford, Good Samaritan Society 
workers chip in to help colleagues
emPloyee assistance 
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LINCOLN — Ne-
braska is forging ahead 
with plans to hold the 
nation’s first in-person 
election in more than a 
month, despite health 
concerns about the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and allegations that po-
litical motivations are 
fueling opposition to an 
all-mail approach.

Barring an unexpected 
change, Nebraska’s pri-
mary will take place on 
May 12 — five weeks af-
ter Wisconsin held the 
last in-person balloting 

when courts sided with 
Republican legislators 
who pushed for that 
election to go forward.

Republicans who hold 
all statewide offices and 
control the Legislature 
have encouraged people 
to cast early, absentee 
ballots. However, they 
argue state law requires 
polling sites to be open 
and that it’s import-
ant for voters to have 
a choice for how they 
vote, even amid health 
concerns.

As Secretary of  State 
Bob Evnen put it last 
month, “I don’t think 

Nebraskans are going to 
stay away from the polls 
or not vote because of  a 
microbe.”

Gov. Pete Ricketts 
agreed, arguing that 
to do otherwise would 
“disenfranchise voters 
who want to go to the 
polls,” and noting that 
elections were previ-
ously held despite wars 
and pandemics.

Others, however, ques-
tioned the motives be-
hind the decision to 
hold the first statewide 
election since Wiscon-
sin’s much-criticized 
April 7 primary and ex-

pressed doubt voting 
could safely take place. 
Wisconsin health of-
ficials say more than 
50 people who voted in 
person or worked the 
polls during the election 
have tested positive for 
COVID-19.

The primary will de-
cide a Democratic con-
test to pick a nominee 
to face Republican 
Rep. Don Bacon in the 
Omaha area’s 2nd Con-
gressional District, tra-
ditionally the only U.S. 
House seat in Nebraska 

Nebraska will open voting sites for primary despite concerns

NATI HARNIK/AP

In this April 14 photo, Pam Fleming and fellow 
workers stuff ballots and instructions into mail-in 
envelopes at the Lancaster County Election 
Committee offices in Lincoln.
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Adams County over 
the weekend hit the 200 
mark in its total num-
ber of  laboratory-con-
firmed positive cases of  
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, re-
corded since the first 
case was announced on 
March 18.

The South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment announced 24 
new confirmed cases in 
Adams County on Fri-
day night and another 
nine on Saturday night, 
bringing the county’s 
total to an even 200.

The health depart-
ment, which serves Ad-
ams, Webster, Clay and 
Nuckolls counties, also 
announced one new 
confirmed case in Clay 
County on Friday and 
another one on Satur-
day.

As of  Saturday night, 
the districtwide total 
case tally to date stood 
at 216, including 200 
cases in Adams County, 
11 in Clay County, five 
in Webster County 
and zero in Nuckolls 

County.
On Friday morning, 

department officials an-
nounced 107 of  those 
patients had recovered. 
The district’s death toll 
stands at four, with all 
of  the deceased patients 
having lived in Adams 
County.

In the neighboring 
Central Health District, 
which serves Hall, Ham-
ilton and Merrick coun-
ties, the current case to-
tal stands at 1,170, with 
37 deaths. The to-date 
case tally includes 1,100 
cases in Hall County, 50 
in Hamilton County and 
10 in Merrick County.

The Two Rivers Public 
Health District, which 
includes seven counties 
to the west of  the South 
Heartland district, re-
ported a total of  40 new 
confirmed COVID-19 
cases on Saturday and 
Sunday — as well as 
two additional deaths: 
a man in his 20s and a 
man in his 60s, both in 
Dawson County.

The new cases include 
39 in Dawson County. 
One new case was re-
ported for Kearney 

County, bringing its to-
tal to date to five. The 
seven-county district 
has reported 680 con-
firmed cases to date.

Among Tribland coun-
ties in the Two Riv-
ers district, Franklin 
County also has five 
cases to date, and Har-
lan County has zero.

In the Public Health 
Solutions health dis-
trict, which borders 
South Heartland on the 
east, Fillmore County 
shows two confirmed 
cases to date as of  Sun-
day evening, according 
to the Nebraska De-
partment of  Health and 
Human Services’ “dash-
board” of  COVID-19 sta-
tistics. Thayer County 
still shows zero cases.

In the Kansas por-
tion of  Tribland, Jewell 
County has reported 
four cases to date, and 
Smith County has re-
ported two.

Nebraska’s statewide 
to-date case total as of  
Sunday evening stood 
at 5,659, with 78 deaths. 
The Kansas total as of  
Sunday stood at 5,030, 
with 134 deaths.

Adams County hits 200 
mark with COVID-19 tally
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