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AC falls to GICC in top three battle. - B1

Monday, January 27, 2020

weather
33
23

TODAY Mostly cloudy. North wind 
5-10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of snow 
after midnight. Cloudy.
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STEFANIE DAZIO
Associated Press

CALABASAS, Ca-
lif. — NBA legend Kobe 
Bryant, his 13-year-old 
daughter and seven oth-
ers were killed in a heli-
copter crash on a steep 
hillside in dense morn-
ing fog in Southern Cal-
ifornia on Sunday, his 
sudden death at age 41 
touching off an outpour-
ing of  grief  for a star 
whose celebrity tran-
scended basketball.

The chopper went 
down in Calabasas, 
about 30 miles northwest 
of  downtown Los Ange-
les. Authorities said that 
nine people were aboard 
the helicopter and pre-
sumed dead. Bryant, an 

all-time basketball great 
who spent his entire 20-
year career with the Los 
Angeles Lakers, was 
among the victims, a 
person familiar with the 
situation told The Asso-
ciated Press.

Bryant’s 13-year-old 
daughter Gianna also 
was killed, a different 
person familiar with the 
case said.

Los Angeles County 
Sheriff Alex Villanueva 
would not confirm the 
identities of  the victims 
Sunday afternoon pend-
ing official word from 
the coroner.

“God bless their 
souls,” Villanueva said 
at a news conference.

News of  the charis-

matic superstar’s death 
rocketed around the 
sports and entertain-
ment worlds, with many 
taking to Twitter to reg-
ister their shock, disbe-
lief  and anguish.

“Words can’t describe 
the pain I am feeling. 
I loved Kobe — he was 
like a little brother to 
me,” retired NBA great 
Michael Jordan said. 
“We used to talk often, 
and I will miss those 
conversations very 
much. He was a fierce 
competitor, one of  the 
greats of  the game and 
a creative force.”

NBA players were in 
tears during pregame 
warm-ups as crowds 
chanted “Kobe! Kobe!” 

Tiger Woods was un-
aware of  the news 
during his final round 
at Torrey Pines in San 
Diego when he started 
hearing the gallery yell 
“Do it for Mamba,” re-
ferring to Bryant by his 
nickname.

People were glued to 
their phones and TV 
screens all around the 
world as news of  the 
crash spread and net-
works broke into pro-
gramming with live cov-
erage. A visibly shaken 
LeBron James wiped 
his eyes with tissues 
and walked away alone 
from the Lakers plane 
that had just landed in 

Kobe Bryant, daughter killed in copter crash
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In this June 7, 2009, file photo, Los Angeles Lak-
ers guard Kobe Bryant (24) points to a player 
behind him after making a basket in the closing 
seconds against the Orlando Magic in Game 2 of 
the NBA basketball finals in Los Angeles.
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D
azzling dress-
es and sharp 
suits lined 
the Hastings 
High School 

auditorium stage on 
Saturday for Hastings 
Tiger Clash, the school’s 
first show choir compe-
tition since beginning its 
program four years ago.

Seven schools per-
formed a wide range of  
musical numbers, each 
with choreographed 
dance routines. 

Hastings show choir 
members Jonah Smith 
and Alice Franssen served 
as emcees for the event, 
introducing the judges 
and performing groups, as 
well as skits through the 
event to highlight conces-
sions and other offerings 
at the show.

For Franssen, a Hast-
ings High senior, it’s her 
first year participating 
in the show choir, Un-
caged OnStage.

“It helped me grow in 
confidence and improve 
my vocal and dancing 
skills,” she said.

Smith, a Hastings High 
junior, has been involved 
with the show choir for 
each of  his high school 
years. He said he was 
glad to be a part of  Hast-
ings’ inaugural show 
choir competition.

“It’s really exciting,” 
he said. “I love how ev-
eryone is getting in-
volved. It’s making me 
feel like we have a com-
munity. It shows how far 
we’ve come.”

Jon Marquez, show 
choir director and vocal 
music teacher at Hast-
ings High, said having 
students host the event 
is part of  the competi-
tion’s culture.

The emcees were only 
one piece of  the dozens 
of  volunteers needed 
to help during the com-
petition. Students and 
parents alike pitched in 
to help with the various 
tasks necessary to act as 
the host school for the 
competition. Some took 
tickets or helped with 

‘A really big moment’
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Hastings High’s Uncaged OnStage gives an exhibition performance Saturday during the Tiger Clash 
show choir competition at Hastings High.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings’ Sarah Spilinek performs Saturday with 
Uncaged OnStage during the Tiger Clash show 
choir competition at Hastings High.

MICHAEL RUBINKAM  
AND JONATHAN J. COOPER

Associated Press
HAMBURG, Pa. — For all the grav-

ity of  a presidential impeachment 
trial, Americans don’t seem to be giv-
ing it much weight.

As House impeachment managers 
make their case to remove President 
Donald Trump from office, voters in 
several states said in interviews with 
The Associated Press that they’re 
only casually following the Senate 
trial, or avoiding it altogether — too 
busy to pay close attention, bored of  
the legal arguments, convinced the 
outcome is preordained or just plain 
tired of  the whole partisan saga.

Web traffic and TV ratings tell a 
similar story, with public interest 
seeming to flag after the House voted 
last month to impeach a president for 
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HEBRON — Hebron city officials 
are pursuing ways to reduce the tax 
burden after voters approved a $3.5 
million bond in December to fund a 
community swimming pool to replace 
the one that has served the commu-
nity for nearly nine decades.

Voters approved the new pool proj-
ect by a vote of  360-199 via a mail-only 
election that has drawn some out-
spoken opposition from a few area 
businesses apparently unhappy with 
the prospect of  having to shoulder a 
larger tax burden because of  its pas-
sage.

One of  the oldest original swim-
ming pools in Nebraska, the Hebron 
pool had fallen into a state of  disre-
pair that nearly forced its closure 
for the season in 2018. In addition to 
its severely deteriorated operating 
systems, multiple safety issues — in-
cluding spider cracking in the deck, 
uneven deck slope, electrical and me-
chanical functionality failures, and 
the leakage of  20,000 gallons of  water 
per day — made replacing the pool 
the most viable option to closure cho-
sen by voters.

City Councilwoman Rita Luongo, 
who serves on the facilities com-
mittee that oversees parks and 

Hebron officials 
want residents 
to pool together 

In divided America, 
some voters tuning 
out impeachment trial
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Hastings HigH revels 
in success of its first 
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