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Chiefs hold off late rallies by North Platte. - B1

Thursday, July 9, 2020
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TODAY Mostly sunny. 
North-northeast wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Brielie Floth
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Associated Press

AUSTIN, Texas — 
With a cough and short-
ness of  breath, it took 
Austin, Texas, resident 
Sam Lee three tries to 
get a COVID-19 test.

The first time, he 
showed up an hour be-
fore the public testing 
site was set to close 
and was told they had 
reached capacity. He 
was turned away from 
a second center when 
rain shut it down, and 
voluntarily left a third 
after someone ahead of  
him said they had been 
waiting in line for more 
than three hours.

“If  you have symp-
toms and you are just 
driving around the city 
trying to figure out how 

you can get a test, for 
people who are positive, 
it is not ideal,” said Lee, 
who finally got a test on 
June 29 after he showed 
up at a site before dawn 
and waited for more 
than two hours. An-
other five days passed 
before he was able to 
view the results online, 
and he didn’t receive a 
text with the results un-
til seven days after be-
ing tested.

Four months, 3 million 
confirmed infections 
and over 130,000 deaths 
into the coronavirus 
outbreak in the U.S., 
Americans confronted 
with a resurgence of  the 
scourge are facing long 
lines at testing sites in 
the summer heat or are 
getting turned away. 
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T
he Hastings cam-
pus of  Joseph’s 
College Cosmetol-
ogy closed June 30, 
ending a downtown 

beauty school presence that 
dates back to the 1930s.

Ken Broekemeier, a vice 
president with Joseph’s cor-
porate offices in Lincoln, said 
challenging factors created 
during the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pandemic 
led to the campus at 828 W. 
Second St. being consolidated 
with its Grand Island campus 
at 3415 W. State St.

Along with the economic hit 
from the pandemic, Broeke-
meier said, uncertainty about 
the future also played a role 
in the closing.

“The decision was not taken 
lightly,” he said. “It was an 
opportunity for us to do the 
right thing for our staff and 
students.”

Broekemeier said the Grand 
Island campus could accom-

modate staff from the Hast-
ings campus. Since the same 
curriculum is used at each 
of  the college’s locations, 
he said, students were able 
to transfer to another cam-
pus. He believes most chose 
Grand Island.

The school offers a 
12-month accredited program 
where students learn to be-
come licensed cosmetologists 
in Nebraska.

Broekemeier said college 
officials chose to consolidate 
on the Grand Island campus 
because the facility there is 
newer than the one in Hast-
ings and Grand Island has a 
larger population.

He said Joseph’s College 
has been part of  the Hast-

ings community for decades, 
which made the decision to 
close the Hastings campus 
that much more difficult. He 
said the local organizations 
and the community were al-
ways supportive and helpful.

“The Downtown Hastings 
(Center) Association is top-
notch,” he said. “It has been 
a joy working with the other 
businesses in the associa-
tion.”

Joseph’s College was 
founded in 1965, but the Hast-
ings campus wasn’t added 
until the 1970s, according to 
the company’s page on the 
Downtown Center Associa-
tion website.

The Hastings school’s his-
tory stretches back much fur-
ther than that, however — at 
least to the 1930s under the 
name Hastings Beauty Acad-
emy.

An entry for the Hastings 
Beauty Academy can be 
found in the 1932 Hastings 
City Directory with Everett 
E. Gilchrist listed as man-
ager. At that time, the acad-
emy was located at 632 W. 
Second St. Hastings Barber 
College and Ultra Modern 
Beauty Salon were located at 
the same address, and were 
associated with the name Ed-
ward E. Gilchrist as propri-
etor.

‘Beauty academy’ closes
JOSEPH’S COLLEGE 

CONSOLIDATES HASTINGS 
AND GRAND ISLAND 

CAMPUSES IN G.I.; BEAUTY 
SCHOOL HAD BEEN 
DOWNTOWN SINCE  

AT LEAST 1932

SHAY BURK/Tribune

A sign is posted at Joseph’s 
College announcing its clo-
sure.

Tribune Archives

A customer gets her hair done at Joseph’s College in this archive photograph taken in 
1974.
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NEW YORK — Still 
reeling from the coro-
navirus pandemic and 
street protests over the 
police killing of  George 
Floyd, exhausted cities 
around the nation are 
facing yet another chal-
lenge: a surge in shoot-
ings that has left dozens 
dead, including young 
children.

The spike defies easy 
explanation, experts 
say, pointing to the toxic 
mix of  issues facing 
America in 2020: an un-
employment rate not 
seen in a generation, 
a pandemic that has 
killed more than 130,000 
people, stay-at-home 
orders, rising anger 
over police brutality, 

intense stress, even the 
weather.

“I think it’s just a per-
fect storm of  distress in 
America,” said Atlanta 
Mayor Keisha Lance 
Bottoms after a weekend 
of  bloodshed in her city.

Jerry Ratcliffe, a Tem-
ple University criminal 
justice professor and 
host of  the “Reducing 
Crime” podcast, put it 
more bluntly: “Anybody 
who thinks they can 
disentangle all of  this 
probably doesn’t know 
what they’re talking 
about.”

President Donald 
Trump has seized on 
the violence for political 
gain, accusing Demo-
crats of  being weak and 
suggesting the crime 
wave is being driven by 
recent protests calling 

for racial justice, po-
lice reform and drastic 
cuts in law enforcement 
funding.

“Law and order are 
the building blocks of  
the American dream, 
but if  anarchy prevails, 
this dream comes crum-
bling down,” White 
House Press Secretary 
Kayleigh McEnany said 
last week.

Police officials in New 
York City and elsewhere 
say the recent blood-
shed has shown there 
are consequences to 
some reforms they see 
as misguided, partic-
ularly on bail reform, 
enacted before the pro-
tests happened but ex-
acerbated by the mo-
ment.

Exhausted cities face another challenge: a surge in violence

MATT SLOCUM/AP

In this June 1 file photo, protesters rally as Philadelphia Police officers and 
Pennsylvania National Guard soldiers look on in Philadelphia over the death 
of George Floyd, a Black man who was in police custody in Minneapolis.
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SUPERIOR — Brod-
stone Memorial Hospi-
tal here is working with 
the state of  Nebraska 
to offer free drive-up 
testing for the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, three days 
this month.

The hospital an-
nounced Tuesday that 
the testing will be 
available to Nebraska 
residents who take 
an online assessment 
through the TestNe-
braska internet portal 
and are found to be eli-
gible.

The testing dates 

established at this 
time are July 15 from 
9-11 a.m., July 20 from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 
July 29 from 4-6 p.m. 
Those being tested will 
remain in their vehicles 
throughout the process.

“We’re happy to bring 
forward new opportu-
nities for testing to our 
region and expect this 
partnership to improve 
testing capabilities far 
into the future,” said 
Treg Vyzourek, CEO of  
Brodstone Memorial 
Hospital. “We encourage 
area residents to take 
the online assessment 
and if  needed schedule 
for future testing.”

Individuals who take 
the TestNebraska as-
sessment and are found 

Superior hospital 
offers drive-through 
COVID-19 testing
SCREENING TO BE DONE 
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TESTNEBRASKA
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Americans face 
testing delays 
as virus surges
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