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Cardinals win title at Sandy Creek invite. - B1
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TODAY A 50% chance of show-
ers. Windy, with 40 mph gusts.

TONIGHT A 30% chance of 
showers. Breezy.

Details, page A5 Art by Emily Erickson
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N
early half  of  new 
coronavirus infec-
tions nationwide 
are in just five 
states — a situa-

tion that is putting pressure 
on the federal government to 
consider changing how it dis-
tributes vaccines by sending 
more doses to hot spots.

New York, Michigan, Flor-
ida, Pennsylvania and New 
Jersey together reported 44% 
of  the nation’s new COVID-19 
infections, or nearly 197,500 
new cases, in the latest 
available seven-day period, 
according to state health 
agency data compiled by 
Johns Hopkins University. 
Total U.S. infections during 
the same week numbered 
more than 452,000.

The heavy concentration of  
new cases in states that ac-
count for 22% of  the U.S. pop-
ulation has prompted some 
experts and elected officials to 
call for President Joe Biden’s 
administration to ship addi-
tional vaccine doses to those 

places. So far, the White 
House has shown no signs of  
shifting from its policy of  di-
viding vaccine doses among 
states based on population.

Sending extra doses to places 
where infection numbers are 
climbing makes sense, said Dr. 
Elvin H. Geng, a professor in 
infectious diseases at Wash-
ington University. But it’s also 
complicated. States that are 
more successfully controlling 
the virus might see less vac-
cine as a result.

“You wouldn’t want to make 
those folks wait because they 
were doing better,” Geng said. 
“On the other hand, it only 
makes sense to send vaccines 
to where the cases are rising.”

The spike in cases has 
been especially pronounced 
in Michigan, where the 

seven-day average of  daily 
new infections reached 6,719 
cases Sunday — more than 
double what it was two weeks 
earlier. Only New York re-
ported higher case numbers. 
And California and Texas, 
which have vastly larger pop-
ulations than Michigan, are 
reporting less than half  its 
number of  daily infections.

Though Michigan has seen 
the highest rate of  new infec-
tions in the past two weeks, 
Democratic Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer has said she does 
not plan to tighten restric-
tions. She has blamed the 
virus surge on pandemic fa-
tigue, which has people mov-
ing about more, as well as 
more contagious variants.

“Taking steps back wasn’t 
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In this April 5 file photo, Leanne Montenegro, 21, covers her eyes as she doesn’t like the 
sight of needles, while she receives the Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine at a FEMA vaccination 
center at Miami Dade College in Miami.
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FREDERICK, Md. 
— A Navy medic shot 
and wounded two U.S. 
sailors at a military fa-
cility Tuesday, then fled 
to a nearby Army base 
where security forces 
shot and killed him, po-
lice and Navy officials 
said.

Authorities said they 
had yet to determine 
what drove 38-year-old 
Fantahun Girma Wol-
desenbet to open fire at 
the facility, located in 
an office park in Freder-
ick, Maryland.

“We’re still trying to 
sort through stacks of  

paper ... to figure out 
exactly what the motive 
would be,” said Freder-
ick Police Lt. Andrew 
Alcorn.

Woldesenbet shot the 
sailors with a rifle in-
side the facility at the 
Riverside Tech Park on 
Tuesday morning, caus-
ing people inside to flee, 
said Frederick Police 
Chief  Jason Lando.

Woldesenbet, a Navy 
medic assigned to Fort 
Detrick but who lived in 
town, then drove to the 
base, where gate guards 
who had been given ad-
vance notice told him to 
pull over for a search, 
said Brig. Gen. Michael 

J. Talley. But Woldesen-
bet immediately sped 
off, making it about a 
half-mile into the in-
stallation before he was 
stopped at a parking 
lot by the base’s police 
force. When he pulled 
out a weapon, the po-
lice shot and killed him, 
Talley said.

The two sailors, who 
Talley said were as-
signed to Fort Detrick, 
were airlifted to a hospi-
tal. Police said one vic-
tim is in critical but sta-
ble condition, and the 
other is in serious con-
dition but expected to 

Navy medic shoots 2 sailors;
is stopped, killed on base
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A member of the Frederick Police Department Special Response Team 
peers out of a minivan before the team entered Fort Detrick in a convoy of 
vans and sedans following a shooting in the Riverside Tech Park Tuesday 
in northeast Frederick, Md.
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Planning continues for 
Adams County’s new 
justice center, and the 
individuals involved are 
pleased with the prog-
ress.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Commissioners voted 
6-0 at their meeting 
Tuesday to appoint par-
ticipants to the com-
mittee that will review 
proposals for construc-
tion management at-
risk contracts for the 
justice center, which 
will be constructed at 
U.S. Highway 281 and M 
Street on the south edge 
of  Hastings.

Adams County voters 
approved during the 
November 2020 general 
election a bond not to 
exceed $38 million for 
the justice center that 
will include a 168-bed 
jail.

Board members ap-
proved during their pre-
vious meeting the use 
of  a construction man-

agement at-risk con-
tract and authorized the 
formation of  a selection 
committee to help in the 
awarding of  that con-
tract at the last meeting.

The resolution ap-
proved Tuesday ap-
points specific individ-
uals to that selection 
committee.

“There are criteria 
for people to be put on 
that committee, which 
is why we have the per-
sons that we do as part 
of  this resolution,” 
County Attorney Donna 
Fegler-Daiss said.

Those committee 
members include 
County Board members 
Lee Hogan and Dale 
Curtis; Fegler-Daiss; 
Sheriff John Rust, Jail 
Administrator Jere-
miah Harmon, Public 
Defender Shon Lieske; 
former County Board 
member Scott Thom-
sen; and Lyle Fleharty, 
who chaired the citizen 
planning committee.

Planning moving 
forward on new
Justice Center
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As economic devel-
opment officials in 
southern Nebraska and 
northern Kansas ex-
plore the feasibility of  
a possible initiative to 
promote “heritage tour-
ism” across a 49-county 
area, some residents 
of  the affected area are 
wary of  what the proj-
ect might do to personal 
freedoms.

According to a re-
cent article posted to 
the Red Cloud Tourism 
& Commerce website, 
www.visitredcloud.
com, a volunteer board 
currently is seeking 
nonprofit status for an 

entity known as the 
Kansas Nebraska Heri-
tage Area Partnership.

The nonprofit entity 
would raise money 
for a feasibility study 
concerning the possi-
ble creation of  a Kan-
sas Nebraska National 
Heritage Area cover-
ing a defined expanse 
of  mostly agricultural 
land dotted mainly by 
farmsteads and small 
towns — an expanse to 
include the entirety of  
Tribland.

The affected area in-
cludes the southern 
three tiers of  counties 
in Nebraska, from Red 
Willow and Frontier 
counties on the west 
to Gage County on the 
east; and the northern 
three tiers of  counties 
in Kansas, from Decatur 

Regional group seeks to explore 
National Heritage Area prospects

OPPONENTS CALL 
INITIATIVE  

‘LAND GRAB’
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New York Michigan Florida Pennsylvania New Jersey

Rest of U.S.

Percent of total new COVID-19 cases

March 30-April 5

11.7% 10.4 8.4 6.6 6.6 56.4

Source: Johns Hopkins University

5 states account for almost 45% of

new infections in US


