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TODAY Areas of fog before 10 
a.m. Otherwise, mostly cloudy.
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Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. South-
west wind around 5 mph.
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Hastings Catholic 

Schools is searching for 
a sixth- through 12th-
grade principal at St. 
Cecilia Middle/High 
School for 
the 2020-21 
academic 
year.

Sandy 
VanCura, 
current 
principal, 
is retir-
ing after 
40 years with Hastings 
Catholic Schools. Van-
Cura’s first teaching 
position out of  college 
was at St. Cecilia. She 
also served as the as-
sistant middle school 
principal and the as-
sistant principal at the 
high school. She has 
been in her current po-

sition for five years.
The Rev. Thomas 

Brouil-
lette, 
Hastings 
Catholic 
Schools 
chief  ad-
ministra-
tive officer, 
said Van-
Cura has 

been a supportive part 
of  Hastings Catholic 
Schools and St. Cecilia 
with her organizational 
ability and work ethic.

“One of  Sandy’s great 
attributes is her loyalty: 
to the school as an ed-
ucator and witness to 
our Catholic Christian 
faith, and to our fami-
lies by her commitment 
and dedication to HCS 
and St. Cecilia,” Brouil-
lette said.

Hastings Catholic 
Schools is in the midst 
of  the search for a new 
principal. Candidates 
will be interviewed by 
a selection committee, 
then will make rec-
ommendations to the 

VanCura to retire          
as STC principal

Forty-year career 
with hastings 

catholic schools 
nearing end; search 

For her successor    
now under way
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H
ailey Steele wants Adams Central 
High School students to know 
that just because they come from 
a small town, they can still dream 
big.

The singer/songwriter from Madison, South 
Dakota, spent Friday at the high school to 
share her experience working in the music in-
dustry with students at Adams Central.

Steele appeared on the second season of  
NBC’s “The Voice,” as part of  a duo group 
called the Line. Steele has performed at The 
Grand Ole Opry and has co-written songs like 
‘Boyfriend,’ sung by RaeLynn, and “Small 
Town Soul,” released by Gwen Sebastian.

Along with performing and writing songs, 
Steele visits schools to encourage student in-
volvement in music and teach older students 
about the music industry.

Steele tries to convey a positive message to 
students about working hard and accomplish-
ing goals, she said. She performed a concert 
and presentation for the school Friday after-
noon, after working with students in band 
and choir classes.

“I think in the long run, the kids got a good 
message out of  it, of  being kind to people ... 
just go after those goals and don’t give up,” said 
Denise Schuck, AC student council adviser.

At age 19, Steele left Madison and moved to 

Nashville to further her music career. But 
her expectations were very different from 
what she experienced, she told students.

Small towns, big dreams
nashville music artist with south 
dakota roots brings encouraging 

message to adams central students

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hailey Steele performs at Adams Central 
High School Friday morning.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Singer Hailey Steele of Nashville, Tenn. (right) watches rehearsal for “Newsies” with Ad-
ams Central student Kennedy Howard Friday morning at the school.
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The Hastings City 

Council is scheduled 
to approve the Hast-
ings Universal Mobil-
ity Study Final Report 
when it meets Monday.

As the 97-page report 
from engineering firm 
Olsson states, the city of  

Hastings desires to im-
prove mobility for the 
safety of  all residents. 
Mobility includes both, 
ability to move from one 
place to another, as well 
as ability to access crit-
ical facilities and public 
places.

This study will help 
identify existing bar-
riers to universal mo-
bility and determine 
priorities to improve 
mobility and access for 
Hastings.

This Universal Mo-

bility Study serves as 
a starting point for ad-
ditional analysis to as-
sess several newly doc-
umented challenges 
within Hastings.

Each of  these chal-
lenges provides an op-
portunity for the bet-
terment of  the mobility 
network and overall 
character of  the com-
munity.

The report also in-
cluded a narrative from 
Andy Leighty, who was 
diagnosed with ALS, 

otherwise known as 
Lou Gehrig’s Disease, 
in 2018. He has helped 
advocate for greater 
wheelchair access and 
helped identify existing 
barriers to universal 
mobility in Hastings.

A public hearing was 
conducted in December 
2019 in which the pre-
liminary report was dis-
cussed by Olsson with 
members of  the public 
who attended. Based on 
the feedback from the 
hearing, the final report 

was prepared and now 
is ready for approval.

The implementation 
plan calls for focus ef-
forts within a quar-
ter-mile of  community 
facilities including pub-
lic offices, the Hastings 
Public Library, parks, 
schools and grocery 
stores.

Building inspector 
Mark Evans presented 
the report during the 
Hastings Planning Com-
mission meeting on 
Tuesday.

Olsson took an inven-
tory of  all the sidewalks 
and pedestrian facilities 
in the community and 
mapped that data.

“I think that’s going 
to be the heart and the 
meat that we get out of  
this, is good maps that 
identify deficiencies and 
identify areas we can 
improve,” Evans said.

Olsson staff walked 
all of  the sidewalks 
and observed all the 

City Council to eye mobility study results
report includes 

community sidewalk 
inFormation

VanCura

Brouillette
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The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Closing out their case, 
House Democrats 
warned Friday in Don-
ald Trump’s impeach-
ment trial that the pres-
ident will persist in 
abusing his power and 
endangering Ameri-
can democracy unless 
Congress intervenes to 
remove him before the 
2020 election.

They then implored 
Republican senators to 
allow new testimony 

before rendering a final 
verdict.

“Give America a fair 
trial,” said Rep. Adam 
Schiff, the lead Dem-
ocratic impeachment 
manager. “She’s worth 
it.”

Schiff delivered Dem-
ocrats’ final remarks 
in the Senate trial after 
three days of  method-
ical and impassioned 
arguments detailing 
charges that Trump 
abused power by ask-
ing Ukraine for politi-
cally motivated probes 
of  political rivals, then 
obstructed Congress’ 
investigation into the 
matter. The presi-
dent’s lawyers get their 
first chance to defend 
him Saturday, and are 

House managers: Oust 
Trump or he’ll reoffend

impeachment 
prosecution wraps 

up case; deFense 
takes Floor today
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