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weather
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TODAY Mostly cloudy. East-south-
east wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. South-
east wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by River Adrian
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Hastings Utilities is 

not recommending rate 
increases for three util-
ity services, including 
two that have seen an-
nual increases for sev-
eral years.

In providing a high-
level preview of  the 
Hastings Utilities 2019-
20 budget during the 
Hastings Utility Board 
meeting Thursday 
morning, HU Manager 
Kevin Johnson said 
staff is not proposing 
rate increases for elec-

tric, water and sewer 
services. There is, how-
ever, a 5 percent natural 
gas rate increase pro-
posed.

Members of  the Hast-
ings City Council will 
review the HU budget, 
as well as the city bud-
get, during the Aug. 19 
Council work session.

Johnson said there is 
no electric rate increase 
proposed because the 
cost-of-service study 
that is planned has not 
yet been undertaken, 
and because of  the po-
tential of  the city’s elec-
tric service agreement 
with Breechblock Re-
newables LLC.

First gas rate 
increase since 
2000 possible

No rate iNcreases 
proposed for water, 

sewer, electric
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Hastings Utilities cus-

tomers looking to par-
ticipate in the com-
munity solar project 
have the option of  pur-
chasing panels, solar 
shares or a combina-
tion of  both up to 80 
percent of  a custom-
er’s annual usage.

Derek Zeisler, HU 
director of  market-

ing and energy sup-
ply, spoke about those 
options during an in-
formational meeting 
Thursday evening at 
the Hastings Public Li-
brary.

“For a customer, I 
think it’s kind of  an in-
dividual choice,” Zeis-
ler said to his audience 
of  about 30 people.

Registration 
begins Monday 
for solar project   

SEE HU/page A3

SEE SOLAR/page A3
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As Miss Kool-Aid Days 

2020, Allison Baird will 
be on the scene, in-
volved in many events, 
throughout Kool-Aid 
Days this weekend.

“They’ve got me all 
over the place,” she 
said. “Everyone will be 
able to catch me at least 
once and say hi.”

Kool-Aid Days Ac-
tivities begin Friday 
with Senior Fest from 
2-4 p.m. at the Hastings 
City Auditorium, 400 N. 
Hastings Ave., and run 
throughout the week-
end.

Admission at Hastings 
Museum, which opens 
at 9 a.m., is $5 per per-
son during Kool-Aid 
Days.

When Allison, 22, was 
crowned Miss Kool-Aid 
Days during the pageant 
July 13, her younger 
sister helped with the 
crowning.

Morgan Baird, 17, was 
Miss Kool-Aid days Out-
standing Teen 2019 and 
thus was onstage when 
Allison was crowned.

“I got to see a lot of  
fun stuff she was able to 
accomplish with that ti-
tle,” Allison said.

They have been doing 
pageants together the 
last two years.

“It’s always been a 
family affair that we get 
to support each other 
through that,” she said. 
“It’s kind of  a cool bond 
that she and I get to 
share.”

Also, Gabriella Wag-

ner was crowned Miss 
Kool-Days Outstanding 
Teen 2020 during the 
pageant, which took 
place at the Hastings 
Middle School.

Allison, who is from 
Gering, is starting her 
senior year at Doane 
University in Crete 
where she is a double 
major in vocal perfor-
mance and theater.

She sings during the 
talent portion of  pag-
eants.

She sang “Never 
Enough” from “The 
Greatest Showman” 
during Miss Kool-Aid 
Days.

“Performing has al-
ways been something 
I’ve loved and want to 
do as a career,” she said.

Miss Kool-Aid Days to be ‘all over the place’

ALLISON BAIRD/Courtesy

Miss Kool-Aid Days 2020 Allison Baird poses with Kool-Aid Man following 
the Miss Kool-Aid Days 2020 Pageant at Hastings Middle School. SEE PAGEANT/page A3
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Huxton Freitag holds on for as long as he can before he gets thrown off Thursday during 
the kids rodeo at the Thayer County Fair in Deshler. 

Kids rodeo popular eveNt 
at thayer couNty fair
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jjohnson@hastingstribune.com

D
ESHLER — Wear-
ing chaps, vests 
and helmets, kids 
under 11 walked 
big and tall 

Thursday as they climbed up 
and over the railing before 
sitting down on their sheep 
at the Thayer County Fair at 
the fairgrounds in Deshler.

Parents gave their kids words 
of  encouragement, generally a 
variation of  “hold on tight.”

The kids rodeo of  the 
Thayer County Fair, featuring 
mutton busting and calf  rid-
ing, drew about 200 people to 
the pin set up in the middle of  
the Thayer County Raceway.

Right next to the track, the 
fair continued with bingo, a 
carnival and food. The Thayer 
County Fair began Thursday 
and will run through Satur-
day.

Cowboys and cowgirls un-
der 60 pounds tried to hold 
on tight to their sheep’s wool 
while kids under 11 held onto 
a rope tied to the calves. All 
tried to hold on long enough 

for an air horn to sound, sig-
nalling they held on long 
enough in the friendly and 
non-competitive rodeo.

Lagur Webber, 5, and Silas 
Webber, 7, did mutton busting 
for the first time. Having not 
seen it before, they both said 
they were nervous yet xcited 
to try.

People around the pin 
cheered when kids hung on 
as well as when they fell off. 
When someone was stepped 
on and began to cry, people 
offered words of  encourage-
ment to cheer them up.

Climb aboard, hold on tight

SEE DESHLER/page A3


