
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B5
Comics B4
Crossword B5
Entertainment B5

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices A5

inside
VOL. 116, NO. 67 © 2020

THE SEATON PUBLISHING CO., INC. 

HASTINGS, NEBRASKA

$1 on newstands

Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Whippets fall just shy in double OT loss. - B1
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TODAY Partly sunny. Winds could 
gust as high as 25 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy, then 
gradually becoming mostly clear.
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The Foote family has been serv-
ing the Hastings community in 
many different ways for many 
years.

Bob Foote is the third-genera-
tion owner of  Big G Ace, but it 
started in 1930 with his grandfa-
ther, Robert G. Foote.

Robert G. started in the service 
station business in 1930 after 
working for Dutton-Lainson for a 
number of  years.

He began selling supplies to 
service stations in the area. By 
the 1940s, he owned many tire 
retreading businesses across Ne-
braska.

Robert L. Foote, Bob’s father, 
joined the business in the 1950s. 
They started in the farm supply 
business under the name Gen-
eral Supply.

In 1961, the businesses joined 
the Ace Hardware franchise. In 
1988, Bob Foote finally joined the 
family business.

Over the years Big G Ace has 
provided many services and 
products to the Hastings com-

munity.
“Our family has been in the au-

tomotive repair business, TV and 
appliance business and sold auto 
parts, as well,” Bob said.

Their most recent expansion 
was in 2002 when they moved 

their retail opera-
tions from down-
town to north Hast-
ings to be able to 
expand their hard-
ware selection to in-
clude lumber, win-

dows and building materials.
What really sets Big G Ace 

apart from similar stores in the 
area are the projects they help 
people with.

“There’s quite a wide gamut of  
projects that we can help people 
with,” Bob said.

They can help people with any 
painting projects they may have, 
for interior or exterior; they can 
help with anything electrical or 
plumbing in someone’s home; 
they can help put an addition on 
to someone’s home, and more.

It’s not just products that Big G 
Ace is selling, it’s an experience.

“We try to outshine and try to 
really do well by taking care of  
the customer,” Bob said.

They try to offer a personalized 
experience that most wouldn’t be 
able to find in a bigger box store.

“We’ve helped customers where 
they are surprised because they 
haven’t gotten that service any-
where else,” he said.

He said that at the bigger 
box stores customers might be 
spending more money on multi-
ple trips because the job didn’t 
get done well the first time, but 
that’s not the experience some-
one would have at Big G Ace.

The staff really makes the expe-
rience at Big G Ace.

“We have some very seasoned 
folks who have trained with us 
and been with us for so long,” 
Bob said.

The Foote family has been in 
Hastings for decades, and they 
have no intention of  going any-
where else.

“I really enjoy doing our best 
here in Hastings and not expand-
ing or moving elsewhere,” Bob 
said.

Foote family a Hastings staple since 1930

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Bob Foote is photographed outside Big G Ace 
Dec. 7.
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W
ith demoli-
tion occur-
ring possibly 
as early as 
Friday, the 

Imperial Mall’s days are 
numbered.

Lisa Parnell-Rowe, devel-
opment services director for 
the city of  Hastings, wrote 
in an email response to 
questions that the city late 
Thursday afternoon received 
the necessary documenta-
tion to begin demolition.

While demolition could be-
gin as soon as Friday, Par-
nell-Rowe wrote that the 
starting date still is a mov-
ing target.

“Demolition may not begin 
until early next week,” she 
wrote.

City Building Inspector 
Mark Evans wrote in an 
email that demolition likely 
will involve track hoes — 
track equipment with buck-
ets and/or excavators.

Perry Reid Proper-
ties-Management LLC and 
Cheema Investments LLC, 
a Scottsbluff-based group 
that purchased the prop-
erty about a year ago, an-

nounced on Oct. 30 they 
have teamed to form The-
atre District LLC, the entity 
that will tackle redevelop-
ment of  the currently dere-
lict and almost entirely idle 
property at 12th Street and 
Marian Road.

Perry Reid recently com-
pleted a new 84-unit apart-
ment project, Pioneer Trail 
Lofts, at 424 E. 31st St. in the 
North Park Commons de-
velopment.

During their final meeting 
of  2020 on Monday, mem-
bers of  the Hastings City 
Council voted 8-0 to approve 
the plan modification for 
the Theatre District proj-
ect, which will be a multi-
ple-phase, mixed-use project 
on the site of  the Imperial 
Mall including both residen-
tial and commercial uses.

Tom Huston of  Lincoln, 
representing Perry Reid, 
said during the teleconfer-
ence council meeting the 
plan modification is the first 
in a multi-step process.

The plan modification is 
intended to show that the 
plan is consistent with the 
city of  Hastings’ compre-
hensive plan for the area. 
The action also allows tax 
increment financing for the 
project.

The mall property is iden-
tified as a mixed-use com-
munity within the city’s 

comprehensive plan.
The first phase is in excess 

of  $16 million.
It will include the demo-

lition of  the existing mall, 
which is about 300,000 
square feet.

“Evidently demolition is 
good winter work,” Huston 
said. “I didn’t really know 
that, but that’s what the 
contractors are telling us.”

The first phase also will 
include construction of  a 
public street, running diag-
onally across the property, 
and construction of  a 75-
unit, multi-family structure 
targeted for those 55 and 
older, at a cost of  around $10 
million.

The former Sun-Mart 
building would be used as a 
multi-tenant office building.

After a renovation, the 
theater will either be repur-
posed or continue to be used 
as a theater.

The site is disconnected 
from all utilities and is 
ready for demolition.

“Unfortunately, the face 
of  retail has changed in this 
country and the Imperial 
Mall is going to be repur-
posed,” Huston said. “This 
site is going to be repur-
posed for this mixed-use de-
velopment.”

Huston said Theatre Dis-
trict LLC intends to take on 
façade work for the former 

K-Mart and Sun-Mart build-
ings in 2021.

The interior work would 
be completed once the uses 
are identified.

The K-Mart building 
would be used as an indoor 
sports facility.

“It’s approximately 90,000 
square feet, which is not in-
significant,” he said. “These 
facilities are being devel-
oped around the Midwest 
and are proving to be very 
utilitarian.”

Phase 2 would be a second 
multi-family building, rep-
resenting an investment of  
$10 million to $11 million.

Phase 3 would be multiple 
pad sites to provide neigh-
borhood services to the area 
such as coffee kiosks, med-
ical offices, a small grocery 
store, and additional restau-
rant uses.

Construction of  the first 
multi-family building 
should begin around May 
2021.

Hastings Fire and Rescue 
has been using the mall as 
a training site prior to the 
building’s demolition — an 
opportunity for which City 
Administrator Dave Ptak 
thanked Theatre District 
LLC.

“It was really great to have 
the cooperation as far as 

Imperial Mall’s days numbered
DEMOLITION COULD BEGIN 

AS SOON AS FRIDAY, OR 
EARLY NEXT WEEK

TONY HERRMAN/Tribune

The Imperial Mall, shown Thursday, is set for demolition.
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A total of  79 new labo-
ratory-confirmed cases 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
were recorded among 
residents of  the South 
Heartland Health 
District for Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thurs-
day.

The health district en-
compasses Adams, Web-
ster, Clay and Nuckolls 
counties. The district 
health department is 
headquartered in Hast-
ings.

The three-day total 
compares to 127 for 
Tuesday, Wednesday 
and Thursday of  the 
previous week, Dec. 
8-10.

The new cases for the 
three days this week 
included 56 in Adams 
County, 10 in Clay 
County, nine in Nuck-
olls County and four in 
Webster County. They 
bring cumulative case 
tallies to date for the 
four counties to 2,281 in 
Adams, 549 in Clay, 370 
in Nuckolls and 290 in 
Webster.

Of  the 3,490 cases 
reported to date dis-
trictwide, 2,784 have 
been classified as recov-
ered. One hundred thir-
ty-three of  the patients 
have spent time in the SEE MALL/page A3

Health

district

records 

79 more 

COVID-19 

cases
CLAY COUNTY EMS 

VOLUNTEERS GET 
VACCINE

SEE COVID-19/page A3


