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UN inspectors arrive
at Ukraine nuclear
plant amid fighting
YESICA FISCH AND
DEREK GATOPOULOS

Associated Press

ZAPORIZHZHIA,
Ukraine — A U.N. inspection team entered
Ukraine’s Zaporizhzhia
nuclear power plant
Thursday on a mission
to safeguard it against
catastrophe, reaching
the site amid fighting
between Russian and
Ukrainian forces that
prompted the shutdown
of one reactor and underscored the urgency
of the task.
The 14-member delegation from the International Atomic Energy
Agency arrived in a convoy of SUVs and vans
after months of negotiations to enable the
experts to pass through
the front lines and get
inside Europe’s biggest
nuclear plant.
“The IAEA is now
there at the plant and
it’s not moving. It’s going to stay there. We’re
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Teresa Galligher, a first-grade teacher at Omaha’s Western Hills Magnet Elementary, receives her back-to-school supply pack from a new Omaha company called Alpaca.

Paying it forward
TEACHERS TURN TO ONLINE
DONORS FOR HELP WITH
THEIR OUT-OF-POCKET
EXPENSES FOR CLASSROOMS,
STUDENTS
ADDIE COSTELLO

Flatwater Free Press

K

ylie Adolf knows
what it takes to
run a successful
second-grade
classroom.
She needs jump ropes. Tissues. Colorful paper. Puzzles.
A princess puzzle is always a
good idea.
But the Omaha second-grade teacher can’t request those supplies from
her school and expect to find
them in her supply closet
the next week. There are no
funds in the budget for that.
Instead, she spends her own
money out of her teacher’s
paycheck. Instead, she posts
to Facebook and asks friends
and strangers for help.
“My dream is to create a
safe, functional space that
kids know they are loved and
cared for,” Adolf wrote to potential online donors.
Adolf spent an estimated
$3,000 between her own
money and donated money
equipping her classroom last
school year, her first year as

a full-time teacher.
That’s not atypical. American teachers spent an average of $750 out of their own
pockets — much of it on basic
school supplies, according to
a recent survey.
“It is a little bit frustrating
when I actually added up and
really thought about all the
money that was poured into
making everything happen the
past school year,” Adolf said.
Nebraska teachers are increasingly turning to local
donors and parents as they
search for solutions.
Hundreds of teachers in at
least 66 different Nebraska
towns collectively requested
more than $160,000 for classroom supplies for this school
year as of Aug. 10 on DonorsChoose, a crowdfunding
platform for public school
teachers.
Alpaca, a for-profit company, is delivering back-toschool supplies to 700 Omaha
teachers, and will continue to
deliver supplies each month
this school year. Parents and
others interested pay a subscription that goes toward a
monthly gift basket for teachers in participating schools.
“It makes me kind of crazy
to think that a teacher who’s
brand-new out of college,
has student loans to pay, is
paying $750 to $1,000 a year

worth of supplies for their
classroom,” said Alpaca
founder Karen Borchert.
Nebraska has the fifth-lowest starting salary in the
United States for teachers, according to the National Education Association — a salary
over $5,000 less than the national average for new teachers in the 2019-20 school year.
After facing a rash of
teacher departures, Omaha
Public Schools recently announced that all full-time
staff will receive a stipend of
$4,500 for the next two school
years.
“Coming out of college most
of my first paycheck was
paying for stuff for the classroom,” said Sarah Anderson,
one of the first teachers to
receive supplies from Alpaca
last year at Western Hills
Magnet Elementary School.
Before teaching in Lincoln
Public Schools, Kate Regler
spent between $200 to $300
out-of-pocket to set up her
classroom. Today, a $350 stipend and supplies provided
by Lincoln Public Schools
mostly covers her classroom
needs, she said.
“It’s hard for the brand-new
teachers because they don’t
get that right away,” Regler
said.

going to have a continued presence there at
the plant with some of
my experts,” IAEA director Rafael Grossi,
the mission leader, declared after the group
got its first look at conditions inside.
But he added: “I will
continue to be worried
about the plant until we
have a situation which
is more stable.”
As the experts made
their way through the
war zone toward the
complex, Russia and
Ukraine accused each
other of shelling the
area and trying to derail the visit. The fighting delayed the team’s
progress.
“There were moments
when fire was obvious
— heavy machine guns,
artillery, mortars at two
or three times were really very concerning, I
would say, for all of us,”
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CCC sees 2.5% enrollment
increase from fall 2021
ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

Central Community
College has announced
total enrollment of 6,209
students for the fall semester — an increase of
153, or about 2.5%, from
fall 2021.
This fall’s enrollment
number was reported
Wednesday in a news
release from college
headquarters in Grand
Island. It includes all
CCC students who
study on campus and/
or through distance
learning — including
students on the Hastings, Grand Island and
Columbus campuses
and at education centers in Holdrege, Kearney, Lexington and Ord.
Altogether, the enrollment total includes
2,203 on-campus students and nearly twice
as many — 4,006 —
who study via distance
learning.
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“We continue to see
students appreciate
the distance delivery
options our faculty
provide, while seeing
strong growth in many
skilled technology programs that require
hands-on learning experiences,” said Matt
Gotschall, the college
president.
While collegewide
enrollment numbers
are unduplicated, the
breakdowns by campus
may vary since some
students take classes
from multiple campuses
and centers, CCC said.
According to Wednesday’s announcement,
the college is seeing increased student interest
in program areas that
support local economies, including health,
skilled technology, arts,
sciences and business,
as well as university
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Mississippi capital’s water disaster developed over decades
EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS

Associated Press

JACKSON, Miss. —
For at least the third
time in a dozen years,
portable toilets are
parked outside the ornate Mississippi Capitol
because Jackson’s water system is in crisis.
The big “Gotta Go”
trailer is just one example of the city’s desperation. Many homes, businesses and government
offices have had little or
no running water this
week, forcing people to
wait in long lines for
drinking water or water
to flush toilets.
The scenes testify to
the near collapse of a
water system that residents could not trust
even in the best of
times. The failure to

provide such an essential service reflects decades of government
dysfunction, population
change and decaying infrastructure. It has also
fueled a political battle
in which largely white
GOP state lawmakers
have shown little interest in helping a mostly
Black city run by Democrats.
“We’re on a budget,
and we have to go buy
water all the time. All
the time,” said Mary
Huard, whose child has
been forced to shift to
online schooling because in-person classes
were called off due to
weak water pressure.
Even before the pressure dropped, Jackson’s
system was fragile, and
officials had warned for

years that widespread
loss of service was possible. A cold snap in
2021 froze pipes and left
tens of thousands of
people without running
water. Similar problems
happened again early
this year, on a smaller
scale.
Broken water and
sewer pipes are also
common in Mississippi’s largest city. The Environmental Protection
Agency told Jackson
months ago that its water system violates the
federal Safe Drinking
Water Act.
The crisis deepened
after heavy rain last
week flooded the Pearl
River and exacerbated
trouble at the main
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Residents of the Golden Keys Senior Living apartments flock to a trailer
full of water being delivered by the AIDS Healthcare Foundation in Jackson, Miss., Thursday.

TODAY A 20% chance of showers
and thunderstorms after 2 p.m.
TONIGHT A 40% chance of
showers and thunderstorms.
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