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2019 weather ‘most widespread natural disaster in state’s history’ 

JARAD JOHNSON 
jjohnson@hastingstribune.com
GRAND ISLAND 

— Nebraska officials 
gathered for a round ta-
ble discussion Friday 
at the Nebraska State 
Fair on how repeated 
bad weather has caused 
multiple disasters in 
Nebraska.

Over 90% of  Nebraska 
counties have declared a 
disaster since March be-
cause of  extreme weather 
like blizzards, flooding 
and wind storms.

U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer, 
R-Neb., hosted the 

round table that also 
was attended by Ne-
braska Gov. Pete Rick-
etts, Third District Rep. 
Adrian Smith, R-Neb., 
and several farming 
and ranching produc-
ers and representatives 
from the Nebraska and 
U.S. departments of  ag-
riculture.

U.S. Secretary of  Ag-
riculture Sonny Perdue 
was scheduled to attend 
the round table and a 
town hall afterwards at 
the fair, but ironically 
was delayed due to bad 
weather. While there 
are plans to reschedule 
the town hall, nothing 
has been confirmed yet.

Everyone had an op-
portunity to speak on 

what they have experi-
enced due to this year’s 
weather, what they are 
doing to fix issues and 
what they need.

“This has been the 
most widespread natu-
ral disaster we’ve ever 
had in our state’s his-
tory,” Ricketts said.

The majority of  pro-
ducers said they have 
been pleased with the 
response from govern-
ment agencies so far in 
helping with disaster 
recovery.

Every producer said 
they still have concerns 
and issues that have yet 
to be fixed, however. A 
consistent theme among 
all producers was the 
fact that the agriculture 

market already was 
going through a diffi-
cult time with product 
prices low.

“It’s coming at a time 
when there’s been a lot 
of  pain and very tight 
margins and negative 
margins in our busi-
ness,” said Mike Drin-
nin, Nebraska Cattle-
men president

Drinnin said because 
of  the weather, hay sup-
plies are low in some 
areas. He is hopeful but 
unsure if  there will be 
enough hay to support 
cattle through the up-
coming winter.

“Hopefully there 
is enough hay to go 
around and help other 

Federal and state 
agencies listen to 

producer problems

JARAD JOHNSON/Tribune

Gov. Pete Ricketts (left), U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer 
and Third District Rep. Adrian Smith sit at the 
head of the table, facilitating a discussion about 
Nebraskan disasters between farmers and ranch-
ers and government agencies Friday at the Ne-
braska State Fair in Grand Island. SEE DISASTER/page A5
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H
eavy rain, 
powerful winds 
and hail struck 
Hastings and the 
surrounding area 

early Friday morning in a 
storm system that kept resi-
dents up late with lightning 

and thunder and created big 
problems with road flooding 
in the northern part of  Ad-
ams County.

Up to 7 inches of  rain fell at 
locations in the county, and 
pea- to golf  ball-size hail also 
was reported from the storm 
that struck the area about 
3 a.m., said Ron Pughes, Ad-
ams County Emergency Man-
agement director, in a news 
release late Friday morning.

Greg Anderson, assistant 

highway superintendent 
for Adams County, said the 
county roads that received 
the most damage were 
straight north of  Hastings.

“People need to watch out 
for flagged areas because 
we’re out of  barricades 
again,” he said.

He started calling in county 
crews to work before 4 a.m.

“Several roads were closed 

‘Substantial damages again’
Hastings area socked  

by rain, wind, Hail

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

West 12th Street was closed Friday morning at Sycamore Avenue after heavy rain.

TONY HERRMAN
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Pacha Soap got out to an 
early lead during the first 
night of  the 2019 Hastings 
Community Olympics.

The defending champi-
ons took all three top places 
during the first event Friday 
— basketball knockout.

“I feel great,” Pacha’s Greg 
Mol said afterward. “Not only 
did we sweep the competi-
tion, but we had scouted and 
planned our knock out team 
to have the zenith players out 
there and it showed on the 
court.”

He was joined on Pacha’s 
knockout team by Nate Mey-

ers, Colton Roach and Alex 
Gentry.

In knockout, players line 
up single file and shoot free 
throws two at a time. If  some-
one makes a free throw be-
fore the person shooting in 
front of  him or her, the per-
son in front is knocked out.

In the version played Fri-
day, when a person was out 
anyone they had knocked out 
previously was allowed to re-
turn.

The field — four players 
each from six teams — was 
split among two half  courts 
at the 18th Street Hastings 
Family YMCA. Each half  
court was whittled down to 

three players for a champi-
onship round with the six fi-
nalists.

The game ended when just 
three Pacha team members 
remained.

The entire competition 
lasted all of  20 minutes.

That finish earned Pacha 45 
points — 20 points for first, 
15 for second and 10 for third. 
All the teams each received 
five points for participation.

Other events Friday in-
cluded pickle ball, bowling 
and quiz bowl. Saturday 
events include tank races, 
key log roll, volleyball, 

Pacha knocks out competition in first
event  of 2019 Community Olympics

AMY ROH/Tribune

Alex Gentry, of the Pacha Soap team, shoots while compet-
ing in a game of knockout for the Community Olympics Fri-
day at the Hastings Family YMCA.SEE OLYMPICS/page A5
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Associated Press
LINCOLN — Nebras-

ka’s highest court lifted 
one of  the last major 
hurdles for the Key-
stone XL pipeline in the 
state on Friday when 
it rejected another at-
tempt to derail the proj-
ect by opponents who 
wanted to force the de-
veloper to reapply for 
state approval.

The Nebraska Su-
preme Court upheld the 
decision of  regulators 
who voted in Novem-
ber 2017 to greenlight a 
route through the state. 
The court’s decision 
was a victory for the $8 
billion project, which 
has been mired in law-
suits and regulatory 
hearings since it was 
proposed in 2008.

Despite the victory for 
Canada-based TC En-
ergy, opponents vowed 
Friday that the legal 
fight to block construc-
tion was far from over, 
noting several pending 
federal lawsuits.

“The risky pipeline 
project’s fate is still 
very much in doubt, as 
three separate federal 
lawsuits continue to 
proceed that challenge 
the controversial proj-
ect’s permits,” lead-
ing pipeline opposition 
group Bold Alliance 

said in a statement.
Friday’s ruling 

stemmed from the Ne-
braska Public Service 
Commission 3-2 vote 
nearly two years ago in 
favor of  an “alternative 
route” for the project 
instead of  developer 
TC Energy’s preferred 
pathway. Opponents 
filed a lawsuit arguing 
the company didn’t fol-
low all the required pro-
cedures for the alterna-
tive route, in violation 
of  state law.

Attorneys for the op-
ponents argued that 
TC Energy’s applica-
tion with the commis-
sion was valid only for 
its preferred route, and 
the company formerly 
known as TransCan-
ada could seek approval 
only for one route at a 
time. Nebraska state at-
torneys disputed that 
claim, saying that the 
commission’s decision 
complied with the law 
and was in the public’s 
interest.

The high court on 
Friday sided with the 
state, saying the Public 
Service Commission is 
the agency responsible 
for determining which 
pipeline route is in the 
public interest, and that 
it did so after months of  
consideration.

Nebraska court upholds 
approval of pipeline path

SEE DAMAGES/page A3 SEE PIPELINE/page A3


