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TODAY A 30% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly before 1 a.m.
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Over the last two 
months, representa-
tives from a few dozen 
local organizations have 
connected regularly for 
quick teleconference 
meetings.

Mayor Corey Stutte 
refers to these remote 
gatherings as emer-
gency operations center 
meetings.

Initially, the meetings 
took place six days a 
week.

Over time, the fre-
quency slowed to once 
a week, on Wednesday 
mornings.

Michele Bever, exec-

utive director of  the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment, said the com-
munication is key and 
creates efficiencies.

“It’s really an import-
ant opportunity be-
cause not only are we 
able to share with a lot 

of  key leaders and or-
ganizations that partici-
pate in a lot of  different 
aspects of  our commu-
nity, but also hear from 
them what things they 
have been working on,” 
she said. “When we 
started out it was espe-
cially important then as 

we were ramping up in 
understanding what the 
disease was and what 
things we needed to do 
and to have consistent 
messages and to be on 
the same page was a re-
ally important opportu-
nity for the health de-
partment, government 

officials and our com-
munity organizations.”

Stutte said when 
COVID-19 first became 
an issue in Hastings, 
there were a lot of  ques-
tions.

“Working with the 
health department has 
been good in that re-
spect as far as they’ve 
been able provide in-
formation regularly to 
this group of  people,” 
he said. “Having non-
profits and having gov-
ernment folks as well 
as schools — everyone 
involved, I think, has 
really helped provide a 
sound response to the 
pandemic and brought 
some needed organiza-
tion to what it looks like 
moving forward for our 
community.”

Phase 3 of  directed 
health measures, re-
leased Monday by Gov. 
Pete Ricketts and set to 
take effect in the South 

Heartland District 
Health Department on 
June 22, was a major 
topic at the stakehold-
ers meeting Wednesday.

Mikki Shafer, pres-
ident of  the Hastings 
Area Chamber of  Com-
merce, had questions 
about how best to pro-
ceed with Business Af-
ter Hours.

The chamber’s last 
Business After Hours 
event was in February. 
Since then, those al-
ready scheduled were 
canceled and the whole 
chamber calendar was 
put on hold because of  
COVID-19.

With the announce-
ment of  phase 3 of  
directed health mea-
surers, which further 
relaxes restrictions, 
businesses began con-
tacting Shafer and the 
chamber about once 
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Local stakeholders participate in a teleconference meeting Wednesday 
morning.
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O
rganizers for the Relay 
for Life of  Adams 
County are hosting a 
week of  virtual events 
to celebrate its 25th 

anniversary.
Shawna Crawford, event lead 

for the Relay for Life of  Adams 
County, said they have changed 
this year’s theme to “Cancer 
hasn’t stopped and neither have 
we,” referring to the lack of  pub-
lic gatherings due to the novel 
coronavirus disease. The origi-
nal event had been scheduled for 
June 5 at the Hastings College 
track.

“Cancer patients need us more 
than ever,” she said. “It is still 
very important. Yes, it looks dif-
ferent, but we can still have a lot 
of  fun with it.”

Due to the pandemic, the Amer-
ican Cancer Society called off its 
live events and asked relay orga-
nizers to transition to online ac-

tivities. Crawford said holding a 
live event may have put people at 
risk.

“Our people are very immu-
nocompromised,” she said. “We 
at no way want to put anyone at 
risk.”

Organizers planned online ac-
tivities for each day of  the week, 
with some ideas coming from sim-
ilar events held across the coun-
try.

“We’ve got a lot of  opportunities 
for people to participate,” Craw-
ford said.

On Monday, the virtual silent 
action went live on 32auctions.
com. The Relay for Life of  Ad-
ams County’s silent auction page 
can be found at www.32auctions.
com/organizations/65089/auc-
tions/81420?t=all.

This site allows users to set a 
maximum bid for an item, mark 
items as a favorite and more. Bids 
will close Friday at 5 p.m. Win-
ning bidders will pay by going to 
relayforlife.org/adamscone and 
making a donation button to the 
Auction Team.

The Virtual Campsite Contest 
began Monday, inviting partic-

ipants to decorate their yard, 
a room in their house, or some 
other area in a Relay theme. Par-
ticipants can post pictures of  their 
campsites and decorations to the 
group’s Facebook page until Fri-
day. The Event Leadership Team 
will announce a winner the week 
after the event and a prize will be 
awarded to the winner.

Photos of  previous Relay gear 
are being collected for the Vintage 
Relay Gear Contest that began 
Monday. Participants post pho-
tos of  themselves wearing their 
oldest Relay shirts, pins, hats or 
other items, or a photo of  the gear 
by Thursday for a chance to win 
prizes. The person with the oldest 
gear photo will win, or a winner 
will be chosen randomly if  there 
are several pictures entered for 
the same year.

On Monday, organizers also 
asked for photos of  people in-
volved in the fight against cancer 
to highlight the American Cancer 
Society’s mission.

Team Challenge Tuesday invited 
participants to post pictures of  

Relay for Life goes online
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In this May 30, 2003, file photo, Hastings area cancer survivors take the traditional first lap around Hast-
ings High School track during the Adams County Relay for Life.
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RURAL AYR — Fire destroyed a 
home in rural Adams County early 
Wednesday morning after its two oc-
cupants escaped through a bedroom 
window.

Roseland Fire Chief  Randy Klein 
said the couple was awoken around 
12:20 a.m. by smoke detectors in a sin-
gle-story home at 11735 Osage Ave-
nue, about two miles west of  Ayr. The 
smoke inside the home was too thick, 
so the couple had to leave the burning 
house through a bedroom window.

The couple called 911, but when 
Roseland Fire Department arrived, 
visible flames were seen coming out 
of  the roof.

“By the time we got to the house, it 
was fully involved,” Klein said.

Roseland Fire was assisted by Blue 
Hill Fire Department and Hastings 
Rural Fire Department stationed in 
Ayr. The fire was under control by 
3 a.m.

Firefighters were called back to the 
home shortly after 8 a.m. when the 
fire rekindled but were again able to 
extinguish it.

Klein described the home as a total 
loss.

There were no injuries reported in 
the incident. The fire was contained 
to the home and didn’t involve any 
other structures.

The Nebraska State Fire Marshal’s 
office is investigating to determine 
the cause of  the fire.

Fire destroys rural 
home near Ayr
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After closing June 4 when one of  
the employees tested positive for 
COVID-19, the Adams County Trea-
surer’s Office will reopen Thursday.

The area surrounding the office is 
well marked to promote social dis-
tancing.

The June 4 closure came one day af-
ter the treasurer’s office reopened for 
the first time since March 27, when 
the county temporarily suspended 
public access.

At the Adams County Board of  Su-
pervisors meeting Tuesday, Super-
visor Scott Thomsen, who chairs 

Adams County 
treasurer’s office 
to reopen today
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