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The organizers of  Hastings 
College made history back in 
1884 when McCormick Hall, 
the first building on the fledg-
ling campus, rose above the 
prairie as a beacon of  learn-
ing.

Then, like other colleges 
and universities, Hastings 
College saw tremendous 
growth more than a half-cen-
tury later when U.S. military 
personnel returned home 
following World War II and 
made use of  their educational 
benefits under the G.I. Bill.

Visitors to the venerable 
campus today will be re-
minded of  all that growth 
and development over gen-
erations when they study 
two new Nebraska interpre-
tive markers celebrating the 
Hastings College Campus 
Historic District.

The markers were erected 
recently on the circle drive 
off Turner Avenue between 
Seventh and Ninth streets.

Markers celebrate history
BUILDINGS TELL STORY  

OF HASTINGS COLLEGE’S 
GROWTH, DEVELOPMENT
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McCormick Hall is pictured on the Hastings College Cam-
pus in this archive photograph taken between 1926 and 
1930.
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A new interpretive marker outside the Robert B. Daugherty Center for Student Engagement 
at Hastings College tells the story of the Hastings College Campus Historic District.

Nebraska Democrats struggle with ‘dumpster fire’ reputation

GRANT SCHULTE

Associated Press

OMAHA — It’s never 
been easy to be a Dem-
ocrat in Nebraska, but 
somehow it keeps get-
ting even harder.

The 29% of  Nebraska 
voters registered as 
Democrats is the small-
est in at least 50 years, 
and that’s only one in-
dication of  the party’s 
problems.

Just in the last week, 
the party urged its U.S. 
Senate nominee to re-
sign after he admitted 
to sending sexually of-
fensive text messages to 
a campaign staffer and 
its nominee in a largely 
rural congressional dis-
trict ditched the party 
so he could run on the 
“Legal Marijuana Now” 
ticket. That followed 
a recent Democratic 
nominee for governor 

endorsing the Repub-
lican in the state’s sole 
competitive U.S. House 
district.

The local Republican 
Party chapter in Omaha 
put it bluntly in a recent 
tweet: “Nebraska Dems 
have a dumpster fire on 
their hands.”

Or as former Ne-
braska Democratic 
Party executive direc-
tor Paul Landow noted, 
“For a Democrat to win 

statewide office, some-
thing really crazy would 
have to happen.”

It wasn’t always this 
way.

Although the last Dem-
ocratic presidential can-
didate to win Nebraska 
was Lyndon B. John-
son in 1964, members 
of  the party were once 
competitive. Democrat 
Bob Kerrey was elected 
governor and to the U.S. 
Senate in the 1980s and 

1990s, and Ben Nelson 
served two terms as gov-
ernor in the 1990s and 
was twice elected to the 
U.S. Senate. And in 2008, 
presidential candidate 
Barack Obama won in 
an Omaha-based con-
gressional district, thus 
earning a single Elec-
toral College vote under 
Nebraska’s unusual sys-
tem.

But more than a de-
cade has passed since a 
Democrat won a state-
wide election, and Re-
publican nominees now 
aren’t even seriously 
challenged.

Even some Republicans 
bemoan the situation.

“It’s better to have 
competitive races, both 
in the primary and gen-
eral elections,” said J.L. 
Spray, a GOP national 
committee member 
and former state party 
chairman. “The voters 
should have a choice.”

Democrats say their 
biggest problem is a 
lack of  money, and 
they argue the national 

party is short-chang-
ing states like Nebraska 
in favor of  states seen 
as more competitive in 
presidential politics.

Jane Kleeb, the state 
party chairwoman, 
noted that when How-
ard Dean was the Demo-
cratic Party’s chairman, 
its national committee 
had a 50-state strategy 
that guaranteed at least 
$25,000 a month to every 
state party regardless 
of  its size. That period 
of  2005 to 2009 coincided 
with Nelson’s reelec-
tion to U.S. Senate and 
Obama’s Electoral Col-
lege win.

Later, Kleeb said the 
party reduced Nebras-
ka’s monthly share 
to $2,500 a month be-
fore raising it again to 
$10,000. But by then, 
she said the party had 
ceded too much ground 
to Republicans and had 
grown disconnected 
from rural voters, 
who tend to turn out 
in greater proportions 
than those in Omaha 

and Lincoln.
“We’re having to re-

build relationships with 
voters who feel like the 
party has turned its 
backs on them,” said 
Kleeb, who published a 
book this year on how 
Democrats could win 
in rural America. “Ru-
ral voters used to see 
our faces and hear our 
voices, and those years 
are now gone.”

Kleeb said she’s fo-
cused on rebuilding the 
party and trying to re-
cruit strong candidates 
even though many are 
reluctant to jump into 
races with long odds.

As the general elec-
tion approaches, Dem-
ocrats are facing a host 
of  problems, starting 
with the effort to unseat 
Republican Sen. Ben 
Sasse.

The Democratic nom-
inee, Chris Janicek, 
was always a long shot, 
but after a staffer re-
vealed he had sent her 

SERIES OF HIGH-PROFILE 
EMBARRASSMENTS  

IS ONLY MAKING  
IT HARDER
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In this March 3, 2016, photo, Nebraska Demo-
cratic Party chairwoman Jane Kleeb addresses a 
crowd in Lincoln.
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AUSTIN, Texas — 
Texas and Florida re-
versed course and 
clamped down on bars 
again Friday in the na-
tion’s biggest retreat yet 
as the daily number of  
confirmed coronavirus 
infections in the U.S. 
surged to an all-time 
high of  40,000.

Texas Gov. Greg Ab-
bott ordered all bars 
closed, while Florida 
banned alcohol at such 
establishments. The two 
states joined the small 
but growing list of  those 
that are either back-
tracking or putting any 
further reopenings of  
their economies on hold 
because of  a comeback 
by the virus, mostly in 
the South and West.

Health experts have 
said a disturbingly large 
number of  cases are be-
ing seen among young 

people who are going 
out again, often without 
wearing masks or ob-
serving other social-dis-
tancing rules.

“It is clear that the 
rise in cases is largely 
driven by certain types 
of  activities, including 
Texans congregating in 
bars,” Abbott said.

Abbott had pursued up 
to now one of  the most ag-
gressive reopening sched-
ules of  any governor. 
The Republican not only 
resisted calls to order 
masks be worn but also 
refused until last week 
to let local governments 
take such measures.

“The doctors told us at 
the time, and told any-
one who would listen, 
this will be a disaster. 
And it has been,” said 
Dallas County Judge 
Clay Jenkins, a Dem-
ocrat who is the coun-
ty’s top official. “Once 

Some states revert 
to restrictions as 
virus cases surge
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Central Nebraska high 
school students wanting 
to start early on their 
postsecondary educa-
tion through Central 
Community College will 
be able to do so at a sub-
stantial savings under a 
new rate structure CCC 
is implementing.

Earlier this month, the 
CCC Board of  Governors 
approved the new rate 
structure for students 
throughout the college’s 
25-county service area 
who enroll in early col-
lege coursework.

Previously, students 
taking dual-credit 

classes paid the going 
tuition rate of  $90 per 
credit hour to receive 
credit through CCC, 
plus $12 per credit hour 
in student fees, said 
Scott Miller, senior di-
rector of  college com-
munications.

Under the new ar-
rangement, the tuition 
for early college course-
work will range from 
zero in cases where the 
high school provides the 
instruction and facili-
ties, to a maximum of  
$92 when the high school 
doesn’t cover those ex-
penses. Student fees will 

CCC cuts tuition for high school 
students earning dual credits
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