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TODAY Wind chill values between 
-2 and -12. Gusts as high as 20 mph.
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TONIGHT Mostly clear during the 
early evening, then becoming cloudy.

Details, page A5  Art by Rosemary Kaye-Skinner

Patriots beat Lexington to stay unbeaten. - B1
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I
n September 1941, an 
earnest young man 
from Hastings, Nebras-
ka, headed off to join 
the Royal Canadian Air 

Force, eager to help defend 
the Western Allies against 
aggression by the Axis Pow-
ers in World War II.

Within months, Donald 
King Cameron was in En-
gland, one of  the American 
volunteers flying for Can-
ada as part of  the Royal Air 
Force’s Eagle Squadron and 
standing with British Com-
monweath nations against 
the United Kingdom’s Ger-
man and Italian adversaries 
in Europe. In February 1942, 
the Hastings Daily Tribune 
reported that Cameron had 
been one of  16 Eagle Squad-
ron fliers to have tea at Wind-
sor Castle with a grateful 
Queen Elizabeth, consort of  
King George VI, and their 
two daughters, Princesses 
Elizabeth (now Queen Eliza-
beth II) and Margaret.

In September 1942, the Ea-
gle Squadron was transferred 
collectively to U.S. control as 
part of  the Eighth Air Force. 
And on a mild, overcast Sat-
urday afternoon, Oct. 9, 1943, 
First Lt. Donald K. Cameron, 
U.S. Army Air Forces, made 
the ultimate sacrifice, losing 
his life in the line of  duty in 
a crash over Liverpool, En-
gland – the victim of  an ap-
parent mechanical failure on 
a new fighter aircraft he was 
ferrying from the U.S. air de-
pot at Warton, Lancashire, 
to the American air base at 
Duxford, Cambridgeshire.

This is the story of  Don 
Cameron, who grew up at 
1131 N. St. Joseph Ave. and 
graduated with the Hastings 
High School Class of  1935 — a 
young man whose nickname 
in the high school yearbook 
was Sonny Boy, and is re-
membered for his love of  art. 
Today, his name is saved for 
posterity as a “Fallen Hero” 
on the veterans’ monument 
in Parkview Cemetery.

This is also the story of  Jo-
seph E. “Eric” Barton, who 
as an 11-year-old was out for 
a day of  recreation when, just 
for a moment, his youthful 
path crossed that of  a name-
less American flier who was 
just moments away from 
meeting his fate.

Watching the pilot’s P-47D 
Thunderbolt fighter fall from 
the sky, and later seeing the 
man’s lifeless body awaiting 
transport from the scene, 
made an indelible impres-
sion on young Eric, who went 
on to serve in the Royal Air 
Force in the 1950s before set-
tling down, starting a family 

and making a career for him-
self  as a government official 
in the city of  Lancaster.

He never forgot about what 
he had witnessed, and years 
later — in 2005, well into his 
retirement years — he finally 
was able to connect the dots, 
learning Cameron’s identity, 
tracking down details of  the 
crash that killed him, and 
then reaching across the At-
lantic Ocean to share what he 
had learned with Cameron’s 
home community.

Finally, this is the story of  
Katherine “Kit” Cameron, 
Don’s niece, a retired art 
teacher from San Francisco 
and the last surviving mem-
ber of  the Cameron family of  
Hastings.

Through a connection made 
by Hastings resident Marlene 
Mullen, Eric Barton and his 
wife of  60 years, Beryl, were 
able to connect in 2019 with 
Kit Cameron and her hus-
band, Peter Vacarro. Their 
circle of  friendship also in-
cludes Mullen and her hus-
band, Dennis, longtime ac-
tive members of  the Adams 
County Historical Society; 
and several other present or 
former Nebraskans who have 
helped along the way.

For Barton, now 87, it feels 
like the final chapter in a 
story that began when he was 
a boy and continued through 
his schooling, his military 
service, marriage and family 

life, a long career, and ulti-
mately retirement.

“I now hope that I can lay 
this story to rest knowing 
that I have achieved the fi-
nal full stop after so many 
years,” he said in a recent 
email.

For Cameron, it was the 
chance to understand a part 
of  her own family history 
that no one had ever shared 
with her in any detail.

“My dad died when I was 
16,” she said. “He would never 
talk about the war. It was very 
emotional for me to learn 
more about Don, and I was 
sorry not to have known him.”

ExcitEmEnt, thEn horror
Along with his cousin, Len 

Barton, and a couple of  Len’s 
friends, Eric Barton was 
spending Oct. 9, 1943, just 
being a kid along the River 
Mersey, in an area known lo-
cally as the “Cast Iron Shore” 
because of  the presence of  an 
iron foundry, where the riv-
erbank turned red with ferric 
oxide residue from a nearby 
ship-breaking operation. 
Nearby was the busy RAF air-
field known as Speke Airport.

The boys were entitled to a 
little relaxation. They had en-
dured terrifying German air 
raids on Liverpool, a promi-
nent port and industrial city, 
in the Blitz days of  1940-41, 
and still knew what it was 
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A portrait of First Lt. Donald Cameron is in the Hastings 
Museum collection. The portrait was donated by Cameron’s 
mother in 1967.
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A star denotes Donald Cameron as a Fallen Hero of World 
War II on one of the veterans’ monuments in Parkview 
Cemetery.
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The interlocal agree-

ment that was created 
15 years ago between 

Adams 
Central 
and Hast-
ings pub-
lic schools 
has helped 
smooth 
relation-
ships be-
tween the 

two neighboring school 
districts as well as pro-
mote harmony within 
the community, officials 
said.

The Hastings League 
of  Women Voters, which 
sponsored a luncheon 
for discussion on the 
agreement Friday, felt it 
was time for a refresher 
on the agreement for a 
better understanding of  
why it exists.

Elayne Landwehr, a 
League of  Women Vot-
ers board member, said 
the league wanted to 
hold the program be-
cause while most of  
them knew there was 
an interlocal agree-
ment, many didn’t un-
derstand the reasons 

behind it and what it in-
volves.

“We discovered that 
most of  us didn’t know 
very much about (the 
agreement),” Landwehr 
said.

Those attending Fri-
day heard a presenta-
tion about the agree-
ment at the YWCA 
from Adams Central 
Superintendent Shawn 
Scott and HPS Super-
intendent Jeff Schnei-
der. Craig Kautz, who 
retired as HPS superin-
tendent last year, also 
spoke, giving his ac-
count about the agree-
ment’s history.

The motivation for the 
agreement was to ease 
tensions that were sur-
facing at a time when 
the city of  Hastings 
was attempting to an-
nex property in Adams 
County, Kautz said.

The Associated Press
TEHRAN, Iran — 

Iran announced Sat-
urday that its military 
“unintentionally” shot 
down the Ukrainian jet-
liner that crashed ear-
lier this week, killing 
all 176 aboard, after the 
government had repeat-
edly denied Western ac-
cusations that it was re-
sponsible.

The plane was shot 
down early Wednes-
day, hours after Iran 
launched a ballistic 
missile attack on two 
military bases housing 
U.S. troops in Iraq in 
retaliation for the kill-

ing of  Iranian Gen. Qa-
ssem Soleimani in an 
American airstrike in 
Baghdad. No one was 
wounded in the attack 
on the bases.

A military statement 
carried by state me-
dia said the plane was 
mistaken for a “hostile 
target” after it turned 
toward a “sensitive 
military center” of  the 
Revolutionary Guard. 
The military was at its 
“highest level of  readi-
ness,” it said, amid the 
heightened tensions 
with the United States.

School officials say 
interlocal agreement 
mutually beneficial  

Scott Schneider

Kautz
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Iran: Jetliner 
shot down 
‘unintentionally’  

CODIE MCLACHLAN

A woman mourns Wednesday outside the Al-
berta Legislature Building in Edmonton, Alberta, 
during a vigil for those killed after a Ukrainian 
passenger jet crashed, killing at least 63 Canadi-
ans, just minutes after taking off from Iran’s cap-
ital.
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