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Sodbusters lose marathon game to Sasquatch. - B1
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TODAY Mostly sunny. Winds 
could gust as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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DANICA KIRKA AND 

JILL LAWLESS

Associated Press

LONDON — Queen 
Elizabeth II stepped 
gingerly onto the Buck-
ingham Palace balcony 
Thursday, drawing wild 
cheers from the tens of  
thousands who came 
to join her at the start 
of  four days of  celebra-
tions of  her 70 years on 
the throne.

Her fans sported 
Union Jack flags, party 
hats or plastic tiaras. 
Some had camped 
overnight in hopes of  
glimpsing the 96-year-
old queen, whose ap-
pearances are becom-
ing rare, and a chance 
to watch the Trooping 
the Color — a military 
parade that has marked 
each sovereign’s official 
birthday since 1760.

It was an explosion 

of  joy in the massive 
crowd, one of  the first 
big gatherings in the 
U.K. since the COVID-19 
pandemic began.

“Everybody has got 
the same mission,” 
said Hillary Mathews, 
70, who had come from 
Hertfordshire, outside 
London. “All the hor-
rors that’s been going 
on in the world and in 
England at the moment 
are put behind us for a 
day, and we can just en-
joy really celebrating 
the queen.”

Elizabeth, who became 
queen at 25, is Britain’s 
longest-reigning mon-
arch and the first to 
reach the milestone of  
seven decades on the 
throne.

Yet after a lifetime of  
good health, age has 
begun to catch up with 
her. Buckingham Pal-

ace announced late 
Thursday that the 
queen would not attend 
a thanksgiving church 
service Friday after ex-
periencing “some dis-
comfort” at events on 
Thursday. The palace 
said with “great reluc-
tance” the monarch has 
decided to skip the ser-
vice at St. Paul’s Cathe-
dral.

The queen has had 
trouble moving around 
in recent months, and 
has pulled out of  many 
public events.

But Elizabeth took 
part Thursday night 
in lighting a chain of  
ceremonial beacons 
at Windsor Castle as 
planned.

The Jubilee celebra-
tions go on for a long 
weekend, and it was 

Queen Elizabeth II to miss Jubilee service amid ‘discomfort’
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Queen Elizabeth II and the Duke of Kent watch from the balcony of Buck-
ingham Palace after the Trooping the Color ceremony in London Thursday 
on the first of four days of celebrations to mark the Platinum Jubilee. The 
events over a long holiday weekend in the U.K. are meant to celebrate the 
monarch’s 70 years of service.

FARNOUSH AMIRI

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
The House committee 
investigating the Jan. 6 
insurrection at the Cap-
itol will go public with 
its findings in a prime-
time hearing next week, 
the start of  what law-
makers hope will be a 
high-profile airing of  
the causes and conse-
quences of  the domestic 
attack on the U.S. gov-
ernment.

Lawmakers plan to 
hold a series of  hear-
ings in June that they 
promise will lay out, 
step-by-step, how for-
mer President Donald 
Trump and his allies 
worked feverishly to 
overturn his loss in 
the 2020 presidential 
election, spreading lies 
about widespread voter 
fraud — widely de-
bunked by judges and 
his own administration 
— that fueled a violent 
assault on the seat of  
democracy.

The six hearings, set 
to begin June 9 and ex-
pected to last until late 
June, will be the first 
time the committee dis-
closes “previously un-
seen material” about 
what it has discov-
ered in the course of  
a sprawling 10-month 
investigation that has 
touched nearly every as-
pect of  the insurrection.

The committee, which 
has called Jan. 6 “one 
of  the darkest days of  
our democracy,” was 
formed in the aftermath 
to “investigate the facts, 
circumstances, and 
causes relating to the 

domestic terrorist at-
tack on the Capitol.”

Unlike any other con-
gressional committee 
in recent times, the 
panel’s work has been 
both highly anticipated 
by Democrats and rou-
tinely criticized by 
Trump and the former 
president’s allies, in-
cluding some Republi-
cans in Congress, who 
complain it is partisan.

More than 1,000 people 
have been interviewed 
by the panel, and only 
brief  snippets of  that 
testimony have been 
revealed to the public, 
mostly through court 
filings. The hearings are 
expected to showcase a 
series of  witnesses but 
the committee has not 
yet publicly released the 
names.

The investigation has 
focused on every aspect 
of  the insurrection, in-
cluding the efforts by 
Trump and his allies to 
cast doubt on the elec-
tion and halt the certifi-
cation of  President Joe 
Biden’s victory; the fi-
nancing and organizing 
of  rallies in Washington 
that took place before 
the attack; security fail-
ures by Capitol Police 
and federal agencies; 
and the actions of  the 
rioters themselves.

The hearings are ex-
pected to be exhaustive, 
but not the final word 
from the committee, 
which plans to released 
subsequent reports 
on its findings, includ-
ing recommendations 
on legislative reforms, 
ahead of  the midterm 
elections.

Jan. 6 committee sets 
prime-time hearing 
date for findings
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A
melia Benjamin 
was familiar with 
the mission and 
programming of  
Area Substance 

& Alcohol Abuse Prevention 
long before she became the 
organization’s project direc-
tor in February.

ASAAP is working in Ad-
ams, Clay, Nuckolls and Web-
ster counties to prevent the 
abuse of  alcohol and other 
substances through informa-
tion, education and the sup-

port of  the recovery commu-
nity.

Benjamin, who lives in Su-
perior, had volunteered with 
ASAAP. She worked previ-
ously as a photographer.

“So when the position be-
came available, it just made 
sense,” Benjamin said. “It 
was one of  those things that I 
knew would be a passion op-
portunity. Those don’t come 
around all that often. I’m re-
ally grateful that I landed 
here because it does allow me 
to continue some of  the work 
that I find important in my 
personal life.”

Benjamin said she struggled 
as a high school student.

“I think people who do 
struggle as an adolescent 

carry that with them in all 
different ways,” she said. 
“The way I carried it with me 
is that as an adult I knew it 
would be my mission to make 
things easier, to bridge gaps, 
to do what I can for young 
people.”

Benjamin succeeds Ker-
ry-Anne Block as project di-
rector.

Block, who started as 
ASAAP project director in 
2013, became the organiza-
tion’s executive director in 
December 2021.

“I’ve been very proud 
watching her do what she 
does because she’s very good 
at her job,” Benjamin said.

‘A passion opportunity’
ASAAP PROJECT DIRECTOR, 

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
SETTLING INTO ROLES
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Amelia Benjamin, project director at ASAAP (left), and Kerry-Anne Block, executive direc-
tor, are pictured May 5 in front of a collection of material they use to convince kids to avoid 
alcohol and drugs.
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WILL WEISSERT

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
“Enough, enough,” 
President Joe Biden 
exclaimed over and 
over Thursday night, 
as he delivered an im-
passioned address to 
the nation imploring 
Congress to take action 

against gun violence af-
ter mass shootings he 
said had turned schools, 
supermarkets and other 
everyday places into 
“killing fields.”

If  legislators fail to 
act, he warned, voters 
should use their “out-
rage” to turn it into a 
central issue in Novem-
ber’s midterm elections.

Speaking at the White 
House, Biden acknowl-
edged the stiff political 
headwinds as he sought 
to drive up pressure 
on Congress to pass 
stricter gun limits after 
such efforts failed fol-
lowing past attacks.

He repeated calls to re-
store a ban on the sale 
of  assault-style weap-

ons and high-capacity 
magazines — and said 
if  Congress won’t em-
brace all of  his propos-
als, it must at least find 
compromises like keep-
ing firearms from those 
with mental health is-
sues or raising the age 
to buy assault-style 
weapons from 18 to 21.

“How much more car-

nage are we willing to 
accept?” Biden asked 
after last week’s shoot-
ings by an 18-year-old 
gunman, who killed 19 
students and two teach-
ers at an elementary 
school in Uvalde, Texas, 
and another attack 
Wednesday in Tulsa, 
Oklahoma, where a 
gunman shot and killed 

four people and him-
self  at a medical office. 
“Don’t tell me raising 
the age won’t make a 
difference,” he said.

The most recent shoot-
ings came close on the 
heels of  the May 14 as-
sault in Buffalo, New 
York, where a white 

Biden appeals for tougher gun laws: ‘How much more carnage?’

SEE OPPORTUNITY/page A3

SEE BIDEN/page A3

SEE JUBILEE/page A3


