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TODAY A 30% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms before 8 a.m.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. East wind 
5-10 mph becoming light.
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GRADUATION DAY — FINALLY

TONY HERRMAN
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A
s high school 
events were 
continually can-
celed this spring, 
Hastings Public 

Schools administrators and 
school board members faced 
a particular question almost 
daily: “What about com-
mencement?”

In his welcome to the more 
than 1,000 people present for 
the Hastings High School 
2020 commencement cer-
emony Sunday afternoon, 
Board of  Education Pres-
ident Jim Boeve — whose 
son, Mike, was part of  the 
graduating class — said he 
originally favored a virtual 
ceremony to be conducted on 
the day graduation had been 
scheduled in May.

Then, the majority of  HHS 
seniors who responded to a 
survey of  what to do for com-
mencement expressed sup-
port for an in-person cere-
mony.

“As April turned to May 
turned to June, I started to 
feel that way, as well,” Boeve 
said. “As I see our graduating 
class, the largest gathering 
event since March 12 and all 
of  you here to support them, 
I support and understand the 

HHS graduates 
reminisce during 
strange conclusion 
to school career
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Hastings High graduate Jose Pedroza wears a tiger face mask during 
commencement Sunday at the school.
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Preparing to go their separate 
ways at a strange time in his-
tory, seniors graduating from 
St. Cecilia High School on Sun-
day took time to remember the 
ways they have learned to know, 
love and serve Jesus Christ and 
one another in their first 18 
years of  life.

In a 25-minute ceremony in St. 
Cecilia Catholic Church next 
door to the school, the St. Ce-
cilia Class of  2020 gathered with 
family and friends to close out 
a tumultuous but unforgettable 
senior year that saw in-person 
instruction end in mid-March 
due to the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, pandemic.

Commencement itself  was 

postponed from mid-May to 
Sunday and was moved into the 
church since the high school 
gymnasium isn’t air-condi-
tioned.

On Sunday, 30 of  the 32 mem-
bers of  the class were able to be 
present. Each graduate was al-
lowed to invite five guests, who 
were seated throughout the 
nave of  the church according to 
a social distancing plan.

“Although we anticipated to 
be here two months ago, to-
day is still the perfect oppor-
tunity to pause and celebrate 
our years at Hastings Catholic 
Schools before we begin with 
the next chapter of  our lives,” 
said graduate Tori Thomas, who 

St. Cecilia graduates win praise 
for resilience amid pandemic
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St. Cecilia graduate Paige Jacobi hugs her father, Mark, during the com-
mencement ceremony Sunday.
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Although their final year was dis-
rupted by a global pandemic, members 
of  the Class of  2020 accomplished much 
in their time in high school, salutato-
rian Micah Gengenbach said during his 

Adams Central 
seniors say farewell 
in unique year

AMY ROH/Tribune

Morgan Baker delivers her valedictory 
address during Adams Central’s com-
mencement ceremony Sunday.
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If  you’ve been out and 
about in Tribland over 
the last two weeks and 
attended a large gath-
ering at Lovewell State 
Park, a party near Ex-
eter or graduation festiv-
ities in Sutton, you may 
have been exposed to the 
novel coronavirus and 
should take precautions.

That was the word late 
Saturday evening from 
the South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Department, 
which follows up on 
newly confirmed cases 
of  the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
among residents of  Ad-
ams, Webster, Clay and 
Nuckolls counties to de-
termine who else may 
have contracted the viral 
infection.

In a news release, 
health department of-
ficials announced they 
were investigating a 
“large cluster” of  cases 

and exposures asso-
ciated with multiple 
events. Some of  the re-
lated cases had been 
confirmed earlier in the 
week, while others were 
confirmed Friday or 
Saturday.

Patients in the cluster 
of  cases had attended 
one or more of  the fol-
lowing events: a large 
gathering at Lovewell 
in Jewell County, Kan-
sas, on July 11-12; a pri-
vate party near Exeter 
in Fillmore County on 
July 15; and the Sutton 
High School gradua-

tion ceremony and re-
lated private parties the 
weekend of  July 18.

As of  Saturday, the 
positive cases that 
are part of  the clus-
ter included nine Clay 
County residents, one 
Adams County resident, 
two residents of  other 
health districts, and 
one resident of  another 
state.

By Saturday evening, 
more than 40 “close 
contacts” of  the in-
fected patients had been 
identified, and those 
individuals had been 

instructed to self-quar-
antine and monitor 
themselves for symp-
toms associated with 
COVID-19.

“Unfortunately, be-
cause not all individu-
als were physically dis-
tanced at these events 
and activities, and mask 
use was not widespread, 
we do not know how 
many others may have 
been exposed,” said 
Michele Bever, South 
Heartland health de-
partment executive di-
rector. “Therefore, any-
one who attended these 

activities and thinks 
they may have been ex-
posed should contact 
the health department. 
If  symptoms appear, 
you should self-isolate 
and contact a health 
care provider and the 
health department to 
determine next steps. 
This is crucial in order 
to stop the spread and 
protect the most vulner-
able in our families and 
in our communities.”

Over the last several 
weeks, with earlier 

Health officials following up on cluster of virus cases
PATIENTS TOOK PART  

IN EVENTS AT SUTTON, 
EXETER, LOVEWELL 
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