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BETHESDA, Md. — Presi-
dent Donald Trump staged a 
dramatic return to the White 
House Monday night after 
leaving the military hospi-
tal where he was receiving 
an unprecedented level of  
care for COVID-19. He im-
mediately ignited a new con-
troversy by declaring that 
despite his illness the nation 
should not fear the virus that 
has killed more than 210,000 
Americans — and then he en-
tered the White House with-
out a protective mask.

Trump’s message alarmed 
infectious disease experts 
and suggested the president’s 
own illness had not caused 
him to rethink his often-cav-
alier attitude toward the dis-
ease, which has also infected 
the first lady and several 
White House aides, including 
new cases revealed Monday.

Landing at the White House 
on Marine One, Trump gin-
gerly climbed the South Por-
tico steps, removed his mask 
and declared, “I feel good.” 
He gave a double thumbs-up 
to the departing helicop-
ter from the portico terrace, 
where aides had arranged 

American flags for the sun-
set occasion. He entered the 
White House, where aides 
were visible milling about the 
Blue Room, without wearing 
a face covering.

The president left Walter 
Reed National Military Med-
ical Center, where his doc-
tor, Navy Cmdr. Sean Conley, 
said earlier Monday that the 
president remains conta-
gious and would not be fully 
“out of  the woods” for an-
other week but that Trump 
had met or exceeded stan-
dards for discharge from the 
hospital. Trump is expected 
to continue his recovery at 
the White House, where the 
reach of  the outbreak that 
has infected the highest lev-
els of  the U.S. government is 
still being uncovered.

Still, just a month before the 
election and anxious to proj-
ect strength, Trump tweeted 
before leaving the hospital, 
“Will be back on the Cam-
paign Trail soon!!!” And in 
case anyone missed his don’t-
worry message earlier, he 
rushed out a new video from 
the White House.

“Don’t be afraid of  it,” 
Trump said of  the virus. 
“You’re going to beat it. We 
have the best medical equip-
ment, we have the best med-
icines.” His remarks were 
strong, but he was taking 
deeper breaths than usual as 
he delivered them.

Trump’s nonchalant message 
about not fearing the virus 
comes as his own administra-
tion has encouraged Amer-
icans to be very careful and 
take precautions to avoid con-
tracting and spreading the dis-
ease as cases continue to spike 
across the country. For more 
than eight months, Trump’s ef-
forts to play down the threat of  
the virus in hopes of  propping 
up the economy ahead of  the 
election have drawn bipartisan 
criticism.

“We have to be realistic in 
this: COVID is a complete 
threat to the American pop-
ulation,” Dr. David Nace 
of  the University of  Pitts-
burgh Medical Center, said of  
Trump’s comment.

“Most of  the people aren’t so 
lucky as the president,” with 
an in-house medical unit and 
access to experimental treat-
ments, added Nace, an expert 
on infections in older adults.

“It’s an unconscionable 
message,” agreed Dr. Sadiya 
Khan of  Northwestern Uni-
versity Feinberg School of  
Medicine. “I would go so far 
as to say that it may precipi-
tate or worsen spread.”

Likewise, Democratic pres-
idential nominee Joe Biden, 
who spent more than 90 min-
utes on the debate stage with 
Trump last week, said during 
an NBC town hall Monday 

‘I feel good’
TRUMP, STILL INFECTIOUS, 
BACK AT WHITE HOUSE — 

WITHOUT MASK
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President Donald Trump stands on the balcony outside of the Blue Room as he returns to 
the White House Monday in Washington, after leaving Walter Reed National Military Medi-
cal Center, in Bethesda, Md. Trump announced he tested positive for COVID-19 on Oct. 2.
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Members of  the Ad-
ams County Planning 
and Zoning Commission 
recommended approval 
during their regular 
meeting Monday of  a 
subdivision applica-
tion that would allow 
an existing house to be 
moved and placed on 
property near Juniata.

Applicants John and 
Leslie Hoffman would 
like to subdivide 2.996 
acres along DLD Road 
within the 1-mile zoning 
jurisdiction of  the vil-
lage of  Juniata.

Commissioners voted 
6-0 to recommend ap-
proval. Commission-

ers Brad Henrie, Mike 
Allen and Ken Lu-
kasiewicz was absent.

The proposed subdi-
vision doesn’t have any 
improvements on it. The 
tract is to the south of  
Rosewood Villa and west 
of  Hoffman Heights 
Subdivision, both subdi-
visions in Juniata.

Logan Kershner, who 
is purchasing a house to 
place on the property, 
told the commissioners 
a crew will be on site 
to dig a basement on 
Wednesday.

Also during the meet-
ing, commissioners 
unanimously recom-
mended approval of  the 
Reprisal Corner Sub-

division. Applicants 
Michael and Lauren 
Henry of  Juniata would 
like to subdivide 2.80 
acres at the intersection 
of  DLD Road and Repri-
sal Avenue.

The proposed subdivi-
sion contains a house, 
garage, storage build-
ing, well and septic sys-
tem. Michael Henry told 
commissioners he re-
cently discovered that 
his garage and storage 
building were not on 
the property as believed 
and is platting property 
to include them.

“To me this is just the 
logical layout of  the 
tract,” he said.

Commissioners also 

recommended approval 
of  rezoning several lots 
in Kenesaw, west of  
downtown, to commer-
cial district.

Applicant Spare Lot 
LLC, which is Jon 
Denkert, and Michael 
Quackenbush of  Ke-
nesaw are requesting 
to rezone Lot 47, except 
the north 6 feet, as well 
as lots 48, 49, 50, 51, 52, 
and 53 and adjoining al-
ley, Original Town Ke-
nesaw from R-2 Urban 
Residential District to 
C-2 Commercial Dis-
trict.

The lots are near Ke-
nesaw Motors, which 
Denkert operates, and 
are used to showcase 

vehicles.
The zoning districts 

adjoining said lots and 
alley are as follows: To 
the North and west, R-2; 
to the South, I-2 and to 
the east C-2.

The Future Land Use 
Plan lists these lots as 
C-2; this rezone would 
be consistent with the 
comprehensive plan.

The land use plan 
states “additional com-
mercial development 
is proposed along Ke-
nesaw Boulevard west 
of  the downtown area.”

A list of  the landown-
ers notified is included 
within the case file. 

Commissioner Henry 
Wilson requested the 

applicants keep vehicles 
on those lots at least 20 
feet away from adjacent 
residential property.

Zoning Commissioner 
Judy Mignery also in-
troduced to the commis-
sioners an administra-
tive replat for the West 
Fork North 6th Subdi-
vision, which includes 
5.25 acres across two 
lots, north of  88th Street 
and west of  U.S. High-
way 281.

Mignery said the ap-
plicant plans to open a 
motorcycle restoration 
business.

The commission 
doesn’t need to take ac-
tion on an administra-
tive replat.

County planners OK subdivision in Juniata zoning jurisdiction
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Fifty-four residents 
of  the South Heartland 
Health District were 
confirmed positive for 
the novel coronavi-
rus disease, COVID-19, 
Friday through Mon-
day, the district health 
department reported 
Monday night.

The four-day total in-
cluded 29 new cases 
recorded on Monday 
alone — a new sin-
gle-day record. The 
four days’ new cases 
included 30 in Adams 
County, 14 in Clay 
County and 10 in Nuck-
olls County.

The previous sin-
gle-day record for new 
cases was 25 on May 1.

In a news release, the 
health department also 
reported that 81 South 
Heartland residents 
were confirmed positive 
for the viral infection 
for the week of  Sept. 27-

Oct. 3.
Although that was a 

big jump in the cases 
from the previous week, 
the four-county health 
district’s case positivity 
rate for last week was 
roughly half  of  what 
it was the week before 
— 7.4%, compared to 
14.5%.

The test positivity 
rate is the total number 
of  new positive cases 
recorded in a week’s 
time divided by the to-
tal number of  test re-
sults received, to arrive 
at a percentage. So the 
number of  test results 
received obviously is a 
key value.

By county, the test 
positivity rates for 
last week were 8.0% in 
Adams County, 7.2% 
in Clay County, 3.5% 
in Webster County 
and 2.5% in Nuckolls 
County — all down sig-
nificantly.

In Monday’s news re-
lease, Michele Bever, 
the health department 
executive director, said 
the department received 
a whopping 870 test re-
sults last week — 193% 
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LINCOLN — Some of  
the biggest conservative 
names in Nebraska pol-
itics lined up Monday 
against ballot measures 
to legalize casinos, 
which they argue would 
fuel an increase in gam-
bling addictions and re-
lated social problems.

Voters will decide next 
month whether to allow 
casinos at state-licensed 
race tracks in Omaha, 
Lincoln, Grand Island, 
Columbus and South 
Sioux City. In-person, 
early voting for the gen-
eral election started 
Monday.

Opponents of  the le-
galization measure 
drew vocal support 

from Republican Gov. 
Pete Ricketts, former 
Gov. Kay Orr, former 
Nebraska football coach 
U.S. Rep. Tom Osborne, 
and a handful of  state 
lawmakers.

“We feel that these 
initiatives are certain 
to damage that qual-
ity of  living,” Osborne 
said. He said the people 
affected most “will be 
the family, spouses and 
children of  those have a 
gambling problem.”

Backers argue that the 
three measures, which 
would legalize, tax and 
regulate the industry, 
would create jobs and a 
new source of  state tax 
revenue.

Big-name conservatives 
rally against 3 casino 
measures on ballot
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South Heartland 
breaks daily record 
for new virus cases

UNMC GROUP 
PREDICTS STATE’S 

HEALTH SYSTEM COULD 
BE OVERWHELMED BY 

LATE FALL
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