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HC men win OT thriller. - B1

Monday, August 26, 2019

weather
78
56

TODAY Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainly before 11 a.m.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
West-northwest wind 5-15 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Brooks Ebert

GRANT SCHULTE
Associated Press

LINCOLN — Nebraska lawmakers 
plan to investigate staffing shortages 
in state facilities that house juvenile 
offenders after some workers com-
plained about safety and employee 
burnout.

The issue gained new attention last 
week when all 24 girls were moved 
from the Youth Rehabilitation and 
Treatment Center in Geneva because 
of  poor living conditions.

Lawmakers who visited with staff 
and juvenile offenders at the all-girl 

Senators 
to investigate 
conditions at 
youth centers
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Organizers of  the second annual 
Hastings Community Olympics had 
to get a little creative on a wet and 
soggy Saturday.

Despite rain Friday and throughout 
Saturday morning, only three events 
had to be canceled: miniature golf, 

Community 
Olympics finish 
strong despite rain

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Hastings Regional Center team 
members including James Schulte 
and Kelsey Alcorn compete in tug-
of-war during the Hastings Commu-
nity Olympics Saturday.
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B
rickyard Park held up 
“beautifully” for the 
10th annual Melon 
Roast car show in spite 
of  all the rain Hastings 

has seen recently and the show 
even saw some sun.

Mike Lamoree, president of  the 
Melon Roasters club, and Steve 
Cropley, president of  the Melon 
Roasters Board of  Directors, were 
impressed with the state of  the 
park Sunday afternoon.

“We were here last night, we 
were here the morning after we 
got four inches of  rain or what-
ever it is — it’s draining beauti-
fully,” Lamoree said.

“That clay (in the Brickyard 
Park soil) makes a lot of  differ-
ence,” Cropley added.

“It’s like this park was designed 
for shows and events,” Lamoree 
said. “All of  this rain, it’s not af-
fecting it at all.”

Event organizers estimated 
there were about 200 vehicles on 
display for the show and shine. 
That amount is down more than 
100 entries from a typical year.

“Still a little better than I 
thought, initially, countwise,” 
Cropley said.

Lamoree said he thought a lot 

of  potential show participants 
decided during a rainy Saturday 
whether they were going to attend 
the show on Sunday.

One person who wasn’t deterred 
was Martin Henry Freed, who 
farms north of  Loomis.

He brought the turquoise 1968 
Oldsmobile Delta 88 he recently 
purchased from a neighbor’s sale. 

He spent 20 hours sanding and 
polishing the exterior.

“Not with this car, I wasn’t wor-
ried about it,” he said driving into 
Brickyard Park after a lot of  rain 
the day before.

He said the only reason he 
wouldn’t bring a car to a car show 

Sun shines on Melon Roast
Numbers dowN because  

of raiN saturday
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Larry Liesinger of Doniphan (right) talks to Everett Goebel while 
looking at Goebel’s 1957 Bel Air at the Melon Roast Car Show Sun-
day at Brickyard Park.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Cars are displayed Sunday during the Melon Roasters show and shine at Brickyard Park.
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Rodeo sees quality performance
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Crowds were treated to an 
entertaining performance all 
three nights at the Oregon 
Trail Rodeo this year.

The rodeo kicked off Friday 
night with sessions Saturday 
and Sunday as well.

Scott Hinrichs, chairman of  
the Oregon Trail Rodeo com-
mittee, said there were good 
crowds all three nights.

“Weather was a little bit 
of  an obstacle with five-plus 
inches of  rain out here, but 
we got through it and we had 
a good rodeo and some great 
times, no injuries,” he said. 
“So everything went well.”

With no high school football 
games to compete against, 
the crowd on Friday was as 
good as they’ve had on open-
ing night for a while.

“Our crowd number Friday 
night was bigger than what 
we’ve had the previous three 
years anyway,” Hinrichs 
said.

Saturday was Tough 
Enough to Wear Pink Night. 
The rodeo donates $1 for each 
person wearing pink, plus 
funds raised by passing buck-
ets, to the Morrison Cancer 
Foundation.

“We had a good number 
of  people in pink,” Hinrichs 
said.

All that rain made for a 
challenge but it wasn’t insur-
mountable, he said.

“We have a great grounds 

crew out here,” he said. 
“We’ve got quite a bit of  sand 
mixed in with our soil, so 
we can withstand a pretty 
good rain. It runs off and we 
were able to go without any 
hitches.”

For the first time, the Or-
egon Trail Rodeo included 
mutton busting this year. The 
competition was open to 40 
people 60 pounds or less each 
night.

“We didn’t fill it any night 
but we had good contestants 
and had a lot of  fun,” Hin-
richs said. “I think we’ll con-
tinue to do it in the future.”

Participants enjoyed them-
selves, he said.

“I think everybody was real 
tickled with it and had a lot 

show goes oN iN spite  
of heavy raiN
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Anthony Thomas of Humble, Texas, rides Matrix as he com-
petes in bareback during the Oregon Trail Rodeo at the Ad-
ams County Fairgrounds Saturday.
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