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Tigers battle for tough win over Scottsbluff. - B1
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TODAY Sunny. Wind chill values 
between zero and 10.

TONIGHT Areas of fog after mid-
night. Otherwise, partly cloudy.

Details, page A5 Art by Tantalus Carriker
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A
s 2020 comes to a 
close, one Hast-
ings service club 
has been cele-
brating its 100th 

anniversary with acts of  
kindness.

Hastings Kiwanis was or-
ganized on Dec. 14, 1920. The 
club’s mission has always 
been to serve the children of  
Adams County, and this year 
is no exception.

Recently, Kiwanis gave each 
local school $100 in Cham-
ber Bucks for use however it 

desired. Suggested uses in-
cluded rewards for teachers, 
prizes for students, purchas-
ing something for the school 
or helping students and fami-
lies who need a little extra.

In addition to the schools, 
$100 in Chamber Bucks was 
sent to Head Start, CASA, 
SASA, YWCA of  Adams 
County and Wellspring Preg-
nancy and Health Center 
for them to use as needed, 
and Kiwanis purchased $100 
in “wish list” items for The 
Zone.

Hastings Kiwanis President 
Ashley Hajny said with the 
novel coronavirus disease, 
COVID-19, preventing group 
celebrations, the club had to 
be creative.

“Ultimately when I knew 
I’d be president during our 

100th anniversary celebra-
tion, it was prior to COVID 
and I anticipated a big cele-
bration, a big gathering,” she 
said. “And that just wasn’t an 
option. So we had to get cre-
ative and go back to our roots 
about what Kiwanis is about. 
It’s about helping others, es-
pecially youth.”

As part of  this project, Ki-
wanians each will receive a 
supply of  business cards they 
can leave behind as they com-
plete their own acts of  kind-
ness.

“A hundred dollars may not 
seem like a ton, but when we 
spread it out like that, I feel 
like it can make a difference,” 
Hajny said.

She said those nonprofit 
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Hastings Kiwanis member Neil Grothen smooths and evens out wet concrete underneath 
installed drums in the musical playground at Watson Elementary School Aug. 10.
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 � The Hastings com-
munity paid tribute to 
the Robert and Georgene 
Allen family as they 
handed off ownership of  
the Allen’s Food Mart 
and Wine Cellar to B&R 
Stores Inc. The Allens 
established the busi-
ness in 1958 and broke 
new ground with the 
“superstore” concept in 
Hastings, including a su-
permarket, department 
store and liquor store 
under one roof  at 1115 
W. Second St.

 � About 15 artists 
showed and demon-
strated their work in 
downtown Hastings 
during the inaugural 
Art Walk event co-spon-
sored by the Downtown 
Center Association and 
Gallery on Lincoln Ave.

 � Hastings Museum 
sponsored a History on 
Wheels bicycle tour of  
the city on a Sunday af-
ternoon, making stops 
at numerous sites of  
historical interest.

 �Webster County 
Attorney Sara Bock-
stadter resigned from 
her post, which she 
had held since 2012. 
Bockstadter had been 
the subject of  a recall 
petition effort but re-
signed two days before 
petition organizer An-
drew Alber of  Blue Hill 
submitted the gathered 
signatures. Bockstadter 

said the recall petition 
wasn’t the reason she 
stepped down, and that 
she planned to focus her 
efforts on her private 
practice.

 � Hastings area 
farmer Lynn Chrisp 
was honored by the Na-
tional Corn Growers 
Association as he re-
tired from the group’s 
Corn Board, which he 
had served as first vice 
president, then presi-
dent and chairman. The 
Corn Board is NCGA’s 
governing body.

 � The Rev. Chris-
topher Kubat, pastor 
of  St. Cecilia Catholic 
Church in Hastings, 
was named chaplain of  
the Catholic Medical 
Association, a national 
organization. Kubat, 
himself  a physician, 
turned away from a 
career specializing in 
urology to pursue the 
priesthood.

 � David and Bran-
dee Schram were intro-
duced as chair couple 
for the United Way of  
South Central Nebras-
ka’s 2020 fundraising 
campaign.

 � The Hastings Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment and the Hastings 
Community Foundation 
announced plans for an 
$850,000 inclusive play-
ground to be built at 
Crosier Park.

 �Minden’s Kendall 
Colby finished third in 

October, 

November 

& December

LISA MASCARO

AP Congressional Correspondent

WASHINGTON — 
Senate Majority Leader 
Mitch McConnell all but 
shut the door Wednes-
day on President Donald 
Trump’s push for $2,000 
COVID-19 relief  checks, 
declaring Congress has 
provided enough pan-
demic aid as he blocked 
another attempt by Dem-
ocrats to force a vote.

The GOP leader made 
clear he is unwilling to 
budge, despite political 
pressure from Trump 
and even some fellow 

Republican senators de-
manding action. Trump 
wants the recent $600 
in aid increased three-
fold. But McConnell dis-
missed the idea of  big-
ger “survival checks” 
approved by the House, 
saying the money would 
go to plenty of  Amer-
ican households that 
just don’t need it.

McConnell’s refusal 
to act means the ad-
ditional relief  Trump 
wanted is all but dead.

“We just approved al-
most a trillion dollars in 
aid a few days ago,” Mc-

Connell said, referring 
to the year-end package 
Trump signed into law.

McConnell added, 
“if  specific, struggling 
households still need 
more help,” the Senate 
will consider “smart 
targeted aid. Not an-
other firehose of  bor-
rowed money.”

The showdown be-
tween the outgoing 
president and his own 
Republican Party over 
the $2,000 checks has 
thrown Congress into a 
chaotic year-end session 
just days before new 

lawmakers are set to be 
sworn into office.

It’s one last standoff, 
together with the over-
ride of  Trump’s veto of  
a sweeping defense bill, 
that will punctuate the 
president’s final days 
and deepen the GOP’s 
divide between its new 
wing of  Trump-styled 
populists and what had 
been mainstay conser-
vative views against 
government spending.

Trump has been be-
rating the GOP lead-
ers, and tweeted, “$2000 
ASAP!”

Trump push on $2K checks flops as GOP-led Senate won’t vote

SUSAN WALSH/AP

Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell walks 
to the Senate floor on Capitol Hill in Washington 
Wednesday.
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An Adams County 
woman in her 90s has 
lost her life to the novel 
coronavirus disease, 
bringing the death toll 
for the four-county 
South Heartland Health 
District to 47.

The woman’s death 
was reported Wednes-

day night in a news re-
lease from the district 
health department, 
which serves Adams, 
Webster, Clay and Nu-
ckolls counties and has 
offices in Hastings.

“We are saddened to 
report another death of  
a South Heartland res-
ident due to COVID-19, 
and we extend our sin-
cere sympathies to the 
family,” said Michele 
Bever, health depart-
ment executive director.

The victim had tested 
positive for the viral in-

fection earlier, and that 
positive case already 
has been reflected in 
South Heartland case 
tallies. The health de-
partment doesn’t report 
deaths as being related 
to COVID-19 until the 
cause is confirmed on 
the official death certif-
icate from the state of  
Nebraska.

In related news, Bever 
reported Wednes-
day that daily positive 
COVID-19 case tallies 
were continuing to de-
crease. The 14-day av-

erage number of  new 
cases extrapolates to 41 
per 100,000 population 
— down from a high of  
118 per 100,000 on Nov. 
20.

Bever said eight 
new cases per day per 
100,000 population 
would indicate low com-
munity spread.

Meanwhile, however, 
the district’s test posi-
tivity rate for the week 
of  Dec. 20-26 increased 
to 12.7% from 9.3% for 
the previous week.

“We also saw a de-

crease in testing last 
week, by about 200 tests, 
which is not surprising 
since it was a holiday 
week,” she said.

County-by-county 
positivity rates for last 
week were 15.6% in Ad-
ams, 10.1% in Clay, 8.2% 
in Nuckolls and 5.3% in 
Webster.

The test positivity 
rate is the percentage 
of  COVID-19 tests ad-
ministered in a given 
week that come back 
from the laboratory 
with a positive result. 

Rates above 15% indi-
cate widespread com-
munity transmission of  
the virus, whereas rates 
below 5% indicate low 
spread.

Wednesday brought 
the weekly update of  
the district’s risk dial, 
which assesses dangers 
associated with further 
local spread of  the vi-
rus. This week’s risk 
dial reading dropped 
from 2.6 to 2.5, in the 
middle of  the orange 
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South Heartland loses another resident to COVID-19
AVERAGE DAILY TALLY 

OF NEW CASES STILL 
DROPPING; RISK DIAL 

READING TICKS DOWN
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