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Tokyo Olympics postponed until 2021. - B1
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TODAY Partly sunny. Winds could 
gust as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT Mostly cloudy. North-
east wind 10-15 mph.
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H
astings Public 
Schools elemen-
tary teachers and 
administrators 
were greeted 

Monday by families with 
smiles as well as tears during 
the first packet pick-up.

The pick-up allowed teach-
ers to send homework for 
students after school was 
canceled until further no-
tice to prevent the spread of  
the novel coronavirus, which 
causes the illness known as 
COVID-19.

“I saw parents coming, and 
they were full of  emotions,” 
Longfellow Principal Irina 
Erickson said. “They cried 
letting me know their kids 
are missing school and miss-
ing us. That was wonderful 
to hear because we feel the 
same way. It’s a very unusual 
situation for all of  us, obvi-
ously, and for teachers not 
having kids at school it’s con-

fusing. It’s upsetting. This is 
our profession. We love kids. 
We want to be with kids, and 
they’re not here. It’s just a 
very unusual situation.”

Each school handled 
pick-up differently.

At Longfellow, grade-spe-
cific packets were set on ta-
bles inside the gymnasium.

At Watson Elementary, 

families drove up to the 
school where they were met 
by teachers, rotating on an 
hourly basis, who retrieved 
packets and delivered them to 
their vehicles.

“It was good,” Principal Ja-
son Cafferty said of  seeing 
families drive up. “You miss 
the kids. You find out how 
much you really miss them 
when you get to see them in 
the car. I think almost ev-
ery kid that came along with 
their parents sure seemed 
to miss school, missed being 
around their teachers. It’s 
kind of  a little bit sad that 
you don’t get to see them be-
cause they are such a big part 
of  your life.”

Cafferty said about 320 out 
of  330 packets were picked up 
Monday at Watson and more 
packets were picked up Tues-
day. Any leftover packets 
were to be mailed home.

“We felt really good about 
how everybody came out and 
got their stuff,” he said.

At most there were four or 
five cars lined up at once, he 
said. Traffic was a trickle for 
most of  the day.

“It was really pretty easily 
done,” he said.

Packet pick-up
HPS ProvideS familieS 

witH materialS for 
continued education; 

ParentS ‘full  
of emotionS’
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Watson Elementary counselor Kylee Greisen and student Tynleigh DeGodt share an “air 
hug” while practicing social distancing Monday as students pick up packets of school 
work for the week.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Watson Elementary kinder-
garten teacher Jade Bartunek 
waves to students Monday 
morning as they leave the 
school after picking up pack-
ets to work on at home. 

MEAD GRUVER AND 
BRADY MCCOMBS

Associated Press
CHEYENNE, Wy-

oming — Three of  
America’s best-known 
national parks — Yel-
lowstone, Grand Teton 
and Great Smoky 
Mountains — closed 

their gates Tuesday as 
parks struggle to keep 
popular recreation ar-
eas open while heeding 
warnings from officials 
urging them to prevent 
spreading the coronavi-
rus at congested sites.

Social distancing 
wasn’t working at Great 
Smoky Mountains Na-
tional Park on the bor-
der of  North Carolina 
and Tennessee, where 
about 30,000 people 
lured by good weather, 
wildflowers and spring 

break visited each day 
last week, park officials 
said. The visitation that 
was higher than at the 
same time last year led 
to congestion at popular 
sites like Laurel Falls, 
Newfound Gap and 
Cades Cove prompted 
calls by local govern-
ment leaders to close.

The decision to close 
Yellowstone, the world’s 
first national park, and 
neighboring Grand 

Parks officials answer crowding
with closures to fight virus
YellowStone, Grand 

teton and Great 
SmokY mountainS 
cloSed tHeir GateS 

tueSdaY
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In this May 21, 2011, file photo, tourists photograph Old Faithful erupting 
on schedule late in the afternoon in Yellowstone National Park, Wyo. 
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While most people un-
derstand that the novel 
coronavirus disease, or 
COVID-19, is of  partic-
ular danger to the el-
derly, not everyone is 
aware that those being 
treated for cancer also 
are likely to be more 
susceptible to serious 
illness should they con-
tract the virus.

Because cancer pa-
tients receiving chemo-
therapy treatment may 
have weakened immune 
systems as the result of  
the treatment, Dr. M. 
Sitki Copur, medical on-
cologist/hematologist 

at the Morrison Can-
cer Center on the Mary 
Lanning Healthcare 
campus, wants those 
patients being treated 
and those who come in 
contact with them to be 
especially cognizant of  
the added risk posed by 
the disease as a result 
of  their treatment.

“We’re taking about 
patients who are al-
ready dealing with a 
life-threatening illness,” 
Copur said. “Anyone 
caring for cancer pa-
tients should be follow-
ing (U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and 
Prevention) guidelines 
for proper hygiene and 
hand-washing tech-
niques. If  you are sick, 
do not visit with a can-
cer patient.”

ZEKE MILLER AND  
DARLENE SUPERVILLE

Associated Press
WASHINGTON 

— President Donald 
Trump said Tuesday 
he is hoping the United 
States will be reopened 
by Easter as he weighs 
how to relax nation-
wide social-distancing 
guidelines to put some 
workers back on the job 
during the coronavirus 
outbreak.

Trump’s optimism 
contradicted the warn-
ings of  some public 
health officials who 
called for stricter — not 
looser — restrictions 
on public interactions. 
But federal officials sug-
gested that advisories 
could be loosened in 
areas not experiencing 
widespread infection.

With lives and the 
economy hanging in the 
balance, Trump said 
he was already look-
ing toward easing the 

advisories that have 
sidelined workers, shut-
tered schools and led to 
a widespread economic 
slowdown.

“I would love to have 
the country opened up 
and just raring to go by 
Easter,” he said during 
a Fox News virtual 
town hall. Easter is just 
over two weeks away — 
April 12.

“Wouldn’t it be great 
to have all of  the 
churches full?” Trump 
said in a subsequent 
interview. “You’ll have 
packed churches all 
over our country.”

And as scientists 
warned the worst is yet 
to come — with hospi-
tal systems tested be-
yond their capacity and 
health workers side-
lined by exposure — 
Trump addressed the 
nation, saying he was 
beginning “to see the 

Trump hoping 
to see economy 
reopen by Easter

MLH oncologist says some 
cancer patients at higher 
risk from coronavirus

PeoPle witH 
SuPPreSSed immune 

SYStemS need to uSe 
SPecial care
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