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Coach: Husker defense needs to change the script. - B1

Wednesday, November 20, 2019

weather
57
31

TODAY A 40% chance of rain, 
mainly after 3 p.m.

TONIGHT Rain, mainly before 
midnight. Blustery.

Details, page A5 Art by Leah Bartels
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In a collaboration that 

is expected to benefit 
both events, Kool-Aid 
Days and the Oregon 
Trail Rodeo will both oc-
cur on the third weekend 
in August and will take 
place simultaneously at 
the Adams County Fair-
grounds.

“We thought it would 
be a good fit because 
we have so much space 
available out here,” 
fairgrounds manager 
Jolene Laux said. “Even 
as a board we had been 
talking about trying to 
figure something else 
to even bring out here 
during our Oregon Trail 
Rodeo.”

The Kool-Aid Days 
board and Adams 
County Agricultural So-
ciety Board of  Directors 
each approved the col-
laboration last week.

Organizations for the 
two events will remain 
independent.

Moving Kool-Aid Days 
from the second week-
end of  August to the 
third weekend, avoids 
end-of-summer fam-
ily vacations before the 
school year begins.

The Oregon Trail Ro-
deo moves up a weekend 
to coordinate with Kool-
Aid Days.

“It is a win-win,” long-
time Kool-Aid Days 
board member Becky 
Matticks said. “We look 

forward to the collabora-
tion and the venue — the 
space we will have.”

She and Kool-Aid Days 
board president Marissa 
Sitzmore began work-
ing even before Kool-
Aid Days 2019 to find 
another organization 
to partner with moving 
forward.

Both women have 
served on the board at 
least 10 years. Matticks 
was involved with Kool-
Aid Days planning be-
fore joining the board 
through her role as ex-

ecutive director of  the 
Hastings Museum.

“The community’s 
come to grow and expect 
and look forward to a 
three-day festival. This 
has come into fruition 
and we knew there were 
big shoes to fill,” Sitz-
more said, referring to 
outgoing board members. 
“Although we have some 
outstanding new board 
members we had some 
big shoes to fill; families 
— it wasn’t just board 
members it was family 
members, as well.”

Many of  the Kool-Aid 
Days events, such as the 
Kardboard Boat Races 
at Lake Hastings, which 
are reliant on specific 
locations, will continue 
as they have before.

Many details and lo-
cations of  specific Kool-
Aid Days activities 
within the fairgrounds 
have yet to be deter-
mined, but Kool-Aid 
Days organizers plan to 
utilize the shaded park 
south of  the activities 
building.
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G
asps came from 
the students sit-
ting in the room 
as Phyllis Stone 
held up a purse 

that was made out of  a turtle 
shell and fox pelt.

The purse was made in a 
traditional Lakota-style and 
lay next to an assortment 
of  other objects that Native 
Americans would have had 
before modernization.

“We made things from 
whatever was there, and we 

made them pretty,” Stone, an 
educator on Lakota culture, 
told the students.

Stone talked to the students 
Tuesday during the Native 
American Festival, an an-
nual event at the Hastings 
Museum. 

She was one of  several 
groups at the museum teach-
ing roughly 250 area kids 
about Native American her-
itage. Schools ranged from 
Hastings Public Schools 
to Rock Hills Schools in 
Mankato, Kansas, as well 
as those who are home-
schooled.

Stone told the personal sto-
ries of  items she had, such 
as a peace pipe she made 
from wood and stone.

After her talk, she let the 

students hold each object 
and ask questions. Stone 
said she wants to get kids as 
close as they can to Native 
American culture, and phys-
ically picking up a piece of  
history is the best way to do 
that.

“Kids think, ‘If  you’re not 
touching something, you’re 
not learning,’ “ Stone said. 
“I want you to see the real 
things. I want you to pick 
something up and look at it.”

In addition to Stone, other 
stations at the museum fo-
cused on various aspects of  
Native American culture, 
with a specific emphasis on 
the Plains Native Ameri-
cans.

The Associated Press
NORTH PLATTE — 

Human remains dis-
covered in a Nebraska 
stock trailer appear to 
be from one of  two Wis-
consin brothers who 
were fatally shot by a 
Missouri farmer, au-
thorities said Monday.

The Lincoln County 
sheriff’s office in North 
Platte announced that 

an area rancher found 
the remains mixed with 
dirt in a plastic tub in-
side the trailer.

“We believe it prob-
ably is one of  the 
brothers,” said Roland 
Kramer, the depart-
ment’s chief  deputy.

The rancher had 
just bought the trailer 
through an online ad 
from a seller in Mis-

souri, Kramer said. 
He added that Lincoln 
County officials seized 
the trailer for possible 
use as evidence and 
would work with Mis-
souri authorities as re-
quested.

Garland Nelson, 25, of  
Braymer, Missouri, is 
accused of  fatally shoot-
ing 35-year-old Nick 
Diemel and 24-year-old 

Justin Diemel, of  Sha-
wano County, Wiscon-
sin, then burning their 
bodies and dumping 
them in a manure pile.

Jack Diemel, the 
brothers’ father, said 
the two had traveled to 
Nelson’s farm to col-
lect on a $250,000 debt, 
according to court re-
cords. The father re-
ported his sons missing 

July 21 after they failed 
to show up for a flight 
home to Milwaukee and 
did not answer their 
phones.

According to a prob-
able cause statement, 
Nelson allegedly shot 
the brothers, put their 
bodies in 55-gallon bar-
rels and used a skid 
loader to move them 
one at a time from a 

barn to a pasture.
There, he allegedly 

burned them using 
diesel fuel and an un-
known liquid.

Nelson told investiga-
tors he then dumped 
the remains on a ma-
nure pile and hid the 
barrels elsewhere on 
his property, about 70 
miles northeast of  Kan-
sas City, Missouri.

TONY HERRMAN
therrman@hastingstribune.com
Zero Township has 

been zeroed out.
Members of  the Ad-

ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 7-0 
as the Board of  Equal-
ization during their 
regular meeting Tues-
day to correct a levy for 
Zero Township to a zero 
amount.

County Clerk Ramona 
Thomas said Deann 
Haeffner, assistant dep-
uty and county coordi-
nator for the Nebraska 
state auditor’s office, 
was reviewing county 
levies that were set.

“We need to set Zero 
Township at zero be-
cause they did not file 
a budget,” Thomas said 
to introduce the item. 
“We had put in just giv-
ing them what they had 
last year and unless we 
want to file a budget on 
their behalf  we are not 
allowed to do that.”

Townships in Adams 
County only have one 
year left of  existence, 
anyway.

Voters approved a 
special issue vote in 
November 2018, to dis-
continue the township 
organization within Ad-
ams County. That dis-
continuance will change 
the Adams County 
Board of  Supervisors 
into the Adams County 
Board of  Commission-
ers.

The change in Adams 
County will take effect 
January 2021.

The county has strug-
gled to get adequate par-
ticipation on township 
boards. Of  the 48 town-
ship board seats across 
the county’s 16 town-
ships in 2018, only 32 
names appeared on the 

ballot.
Townships were estab-

lished by counties pri-
marily to oversee main-
tenance of  rural roads.

Maintenance of  gravel 
roads that are not on 
mail routes now is done 
by the Adams County 
Department of  Roads.

Townships contract 
with the county for their 
maintenance. Town-
ships pay the county 
$175 per mile to provide 
the machine and labor, 
plus the cost of  gravel.

Townships are six 
miles wide by six miles 
tall.

Zero Township is in 
south central Adams 
County, just north of  
the Webster County.

“So no roadwork?” 
Supervisor Chuck Neu-
mann asked.

“Apparently not, un-
less they have funds 
left over,” Thomas re-
sponded.

Highway Superin-
tendent Dawn Miller 
said the Zero Township 
board has a history of  
being unresponsive.

“What you’re saying 
is we shouldn’t babysit 
them any longer?” Su-
pervisor Dale Curtis 
said.

“They’ve been babied 
all the way through,” 
Miller responded.

Neumann made the 
motion to correct the 
levy for Zero Township 
to .000.

“There is a fitting 
name for it,” he said.

Also during the meet-
ing, the Supervisors 
took no action on a pro-
posed amendment to 
the County Zoning Reg-
ulations for caretaker 
dwelling in the agricul-
tural district.

Kool-Aid Days moving to fairgrounds
Festival, along with 
oregon trail rodeo 

to occur on third 
weekend oF august

Zero Township 
gets zeroed out

Hands-on history lesson
students get to handle 

native american 
artiFacts as a way           

oF learning
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Shickley third-grader Gloria Nolt puts together feathers for a Native American headdress 
during the Native American Festival Tuesday at the Hastings Museum.

Remains found in Nebraska linked to Missouri killings
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