
12 pages hastingstribune.com $1.00

Classified B4
Comics B3
Crossword B5
Entertainment A6

Markets A3
Obituaries A2
Opinion A4
Public notices A5

inside Vol. 114, No. 276 © 2019
The SeaToN PubliShiNg Co., iNC. 

haSTiNgS, NebraSka

$1 on newstands
Call 402-462-2131 to subscribe

Portion of Showboat project reopens. - A5

Friday, August 23, 2019

weather
77
64

TODAY A 30% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.
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M
ANKATO, Kan. 
— Torrential 
rainfall has set 
progress on the 
Jewell County 

Hospital’s $8 million reno-
vation back a bit, but CEO 
Doyle McKimmy is confident 
the 12-month project will be 
completed on schedule.

The three-phase project 
launched in late June will 
include a new clinic, physi-
cal therapy building, and re-
modeled and expanded emer-
gency room.

“We’re tearing everything 
in the north unit out,” McK-
immy said. “If  you went 
down the hallway now, you’d 
see all the way through ev-
erything. We’re totally re-
building it.

“Once we get some of  the 
framework up, we can always 
have different trades doing 
different projects. If  they 
can’t do work outside, they 
can do work inside. It’s not 
going to be pushed out from 
July to early August comple-
tion up to October or Novem-
ber. That won’t happen.”

As the project moves for-
ward, patients, staff and visi-
tors have had to make tempo-
rary adjustments to navigate 

the interrupted floor plan, 
including use of  an alter-
nate entrance to the building 
while the former entrance, 
lobby, and business office are 
removed and relocated.

While the cramped quar-
ters have challenged those 
who occupy the building on 
a daily basis, including the 
hospital’s long-term care pa-
tient population, the finished 
product promises to be well 
worth any temporary incon-
veniences imposed, McK-
immy said.

“It’s a positive situation,” 
he said. “You have residents 
doubling up in rooms and 
staff working in tighter quar-
ters, but I can tell you confi-

dently that even on the really 
warm days here the residents 
or family members have not 
complained at all. They know 
about the proverbial light in 
the tunnel. They understand 
the finished product.”

Established in 1968, the hos-
pital has had few upgrades 
during its half-century of  
service to the community. As 
neighboring health care fa-
cilities have spent millions 
upgrading their facilities the 
past two decades, McKimmy 
said, investing in the hospi-
tal’s future was the only way 
board members could see it 
remaining viable and compet-
itive going forward.

‘It’s like we’re building a new home’
Hospital upgrades 

creating new environment 
for patients, staff

AMY ROH/Tribune

Construction on the Jewell County Hospital in Mankato, 
Kan., includes an expansion of the building and renova-
tions.

AMY ROH/Tribune

The main entrance to the Jewell County Hospital is closed as the hospital is undergoing 
renovations and an expansion.
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Double-checking their 

work before publishing 
the budget summary, 
members of  the Adams 
County budget prepa-
ration team realized 
the county’s property 
tax levy rate should in-
crease by just 1 percent, 
not 10 percent as antic-
ipated.

Adams County High-
way Superintendent 
Dawn Miller said she 
missed adding into cal-
culations the motor ve-
hicle fees owed to the 
county from the Ne-
braska State Treasur-
er’s Office.

Unlike most figures 
that go into creation 
of  the county’s bud-
get, that one, which 
amounted to about $1.1 
million in revenue, was 
not an automatic ad-
dition to the budget 
preparation program. It 
is an input on the pre-
parer’s end.

“We figured something 
had to be missed, and 
there was,” Miller said.

Before the correction, 
the proposed prop-
erty tax levy rate had 
been 29.5760 cents per 
$100 valuation, which 
would’ve been an in-
crease from 26.9141 
cents per $100 last year.

Now, the county’s levy 
rate will be .272327.

That means for prop-
erty valued at $100,000, 
the owner would pay 
$272.33 in property 
tax to support Adams 
County, instead of  
$295.76, as had been pre-
viously anticipated.

The payment for prop-
erty valued at that same 
amount was $269.14 last 
year.

Adams County will 
publish its budget sum-
mary and public hear-
ing notice in Monday’s 
Hastings Tribune.

The county’s to-
tal property tax re-
quirement will be 
$10,459,145.46.

The county receives 
other motor vehicle fees 
from the Nebraska De-
partment of  Transpor-
tation, which Miller had 
entered.

She and Ron Kucera, 
the county’s informa-
tion technology coordi-
nator, discussed other 
motor vehicle revenue 
the county receives and 
how the county would 
split that money be-
tween the roads fund 
and general operations. 
They were going to talk 
further with the Ne-
braska State Auditor’s 
Office about that and 
never got back to it.

“It was a big miss, and 
we’re thankful we found 
it,” Miller said.

County 
corrects 
budget

The Associated Press
WAVERLY — School 

administrators have 
halted distribution of  a 
Nebraska high school 
yearbook in part be-
cause of  a story that 
honors a journalism 
teacher for how she 
dealt with the death of  
her son only 96 minutes 
after his birth.

The district objects to 
photos of  the baby that 
accompany the story in 
the 2018-19 Waverly High 
School yearbook, say-
ing they violate a policy 
against memorializing 
students or staff who 
have died, the Lincoln 
Journal Star reported 
Thursday. It’s the lat-
est example of  officials 
blocking actions by stu-
dents who want to mark 
such deaths.

The Waverly case cen-
ters on teacher and 
yearbook adviser Erin 
Konecky, who was 
named the state’s 2019 
Mother of  the Year for 
her work to make sure 
parents of  babies who 
die during or soon after 

birth receive cards of  
condolence, rather than 
congratulations, from 
state agencies.

The yearbook 
story was written by 
Konecky’s students as a 
surprise for her, and was 
accompanied by photos 
of  Konecky and her fam-
ily, a photo of  the condo-
lence card she designed 
and one of  her baby, 
Spencer, before he died.

Administrators have 
ordered the books re-
printed. The order won’t 
change the article, but 
will pull several photos, 
including those of  the 
baby.

Superintendent Cory 
Worrell acknowledged 
the story isn’t about 
a deceased student or 
staff member, which is 
spelled out in the dis-
trict’s official policy as 
prohibited, but said the 
photos “give the impres-
sion it was a memorial.” 
And that, he said, vio-
lates the spirit of  the 
policy.

Yearbook photos 
of teacher’s baby 
pulled by school

BRIAN MURPHY
McClatchy Washington Bureau
WASHINGTON — 

The average American 
has received more than 
100 robocalls already 
this year: annoying and 
unwanted calls, scam-
mers looking to exploit 
vulnerable popula-
tions, and all manner of  
alerts — some import-
ant and others simply 
fake.

Twelve of  the nation’s 
largest phone compa-

nies, including AT&T, 
Sprint, T-Mobile, Veri-
zon, Charter and Com-
cast, will implement 
initiatives to prevent 
robocalls and encour-
age more enforcement 
as part of  an agreement 
with the nation’s 51 at-
torneys general.

North Carolina AG 
Josh Stein led the group 
along with attorneys 
general in New Hamp-
shire and Indiana. New 
Hampshire AG Gordon 
MacDonald and Arkan-
sas AG Leslie Rutledge 
announced the deal 
Thursday afternoon in 
Washington, D.C.

“Robocalls are a 

scourge. At best, an-
noying. At worse, scam-
ming people out of  their 
hard-earned money,” 
Stein said in a state-
ment. “By signing on to 
these principles, indus-
try leaders are taking 
new steps to keep your 
phone from ringing 
with unwanted calls.”

All three attorneys 
general said robocalls 
are the top issue they 
hear about from resi-
dents, including ones 
who tell stories of  being 
scammed out of  their 
life savings. 

Stein said his office 
put a petition about the 
issue on its website and 

tens of  thousands of  
people signed it.

“It is visceral,” he told 
McClatchy in an inter-
view.

“I hope one day we 
will be able to push a 
button every time they 
call and charge them 
a fee to be paid toward 
our phone bill,” said 
Jim Hood, Mississippi’s 
attorney general, in a 
statement.

The other phone com-
panies involved in the 
agreement are Band-
width, CenturyLink, 
Consolidated, Fron-
tier, US Cellular and 
Winstream. 

‘Robocalls are a scourge.’ 
pHone companies 
pledge to combat 

tHem in deal         
witH states
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