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Girls semifinals set in TVC tourney. - B1

Tuesday, February 4, 2020

weather
25
16

TODAY A 50% chance of snow. 
Less than a half inch possible.

TONIGHT A 10% chance of snow 
before midnight.
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The Associated Press
WASHINGTON — 

Closing arguments 
Monday in President 
Donald Trump’s im-
peachment trial were 
directed more toward 
history than to sway 
the outcome, one final 
chance to influence 
public opinion and set 
the record ahead of  
his expected acquittal 
in the Republican-led 
Senate.

The House Democratic 
prosecutors drew on the 
Founding Fathers and 
common sense to urge 
senators — and Amer-
icans — to see that 
Trump’s actions are not 
isolated but a pattern of  
behavior that, left un-

checked, will allow him 
to “cheat”’ in the 2020 
election.

Democrat Rep. Adam 
Schiff implored those 
few Republican sena-
tors who have acknowl-
edged Trump’s wrong-
doing in the Ukraine 
matter to prevent a 
“runaway presidency” 
and stand up to say 
“enough.”

“For a man like Don-
ald J. Trump, they 
gave you a remedy and 
meant for you to use it. 
They gave you an oath, 
and they meant for you 
to observe it,” Schiff 
said. “We have proven 
Donald Trump guilty. 
Now do impartial jus-
tice and convict him.”

The president’s de-
fense countered the 

Democrats have been 
out to impeach Trump 
since the start of  his 
presidency, nothing 
short of  an effort to 
undo the 2016 election 
and to try to shape the 
next one, as early pri-
mary voting begins 
Monday in Iowa.

“Leave it to the voters 
to choose,” said White 
House counsel Pat 
Cipollone.

He called for an end to 
the partisan “era of  im-
peachment.”

All that’s left, as the 
Senate prepares to ac-
quit Trump on charges 
that he abused power 
and obstructed Con-
gress, is for Americans 
to decide now and in 
the November election, 
as the third presiden-

tial impeachment trial 
in the nation’s history 
comes to a close.

Most senators ac-
knowledge the House 
Democratic managers 
have essentially proven 
their case. Trump was 
impeached in December 
on two charges: that he 
abused his power like 
no other president in 
history when he pushed 
Ukraine to investigate 
rival Democrats, and he 
then obstructed Con-
gress by instructing 
aides to defy House sub-
poenas.

But key Republicans 
have decided the pres-
ident’s actions toward 
Ukraine do not rise to 
the level of  impeachable 
offense that warrants 
the dramatic political 

upheaval of  conviction 
and removal from of-
fice. His acquittal in 
Wednesday’s vote is all 
but assured.

GOP Sen. Lisa Mur-
kowski of  Alaska called 
the president’s actions 
“shameful and wrong,” 
but in a powerful 
speech late Monday she 
also derided the highly 
partisan process. “I can-
not vote to convict,” she 
said.

Republican Sens. La-
mar Alexander of  Ten-
nessee, Marco Rubio of  
Florida and Rob Port-
man of  Ohio are among 
those who acknowl-
edged the inappropriate-
ness of  Trump’s actions, 
but said they would not 
vote to hear more testi-
mony or to convict.

“What message does 
that send? “ asked Rep. 
Hakeem Jeffries, D-N.Y., 
a House prosecutor. He 
warned senators that 
for Trump, the ”past is 
prologue.” He urged the 
Senate to realize its fail-
ure to convict will “al-
low the president’s mis-
conduct to stand.”

The Senate proceed-
ings are set against 
a sweeping political 
backstop, as voters in 
Iowa on Monday are 
choosing presidential 
Democratic primary 
candidates and Trump 
is poised to deliver his 
State of  the Union ad-
dress Tuesday in his 
own victory lap before 
Congress.

Closing arguments in Trump trial aim at voters, history
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The Adams County 

Planning and Zoning 
Commission voted to 
recommend declaring 
the village of  Kenesaw 
as blighted and approve 
a general redevelop-
ment plan during its 
meeting Monday.

Bobbi Pettit, owner 
of  Five Rule Rural 
Planning in Kearney 
and certified with the 
American Institute 
of  Certified Planners, 
conducted a study to 
determine whether 
the village qualified as 
blighted and substan-
dard, thus needing rede-
velopment. A portion of  
the village had received 
the designation in the 
1990s, so this study ex-
amined the remaining 
parts of  town.

If  the study is ap-

proved, the entire 
village of  Kenesaw 
would be designated as 
blighted and substan-
dard.

Pettit said she doesn’t 
like to use the term 
“blighted.” She feels it 
would be more accurate 
to describe the area as 
“underdeveloped.” The 
purpose of  declaring 
an area blighted and 
substandard is to make 
it qualify for tax incre-
ment financing.

Making outside obser-
vations of  the village’s 

226 properties with 
structures, she rated 17 
as fair to excellent, 200 
as having major wear, 
and nine as dilapidated. 
She explained that ma-
jor wear means a struc-
ture is deteriorating in 
some way.

She also found that 
64% of  the structures 
are estimated to have 
been built before 1979, 
making most of  the 
structures in town more 
than 40 years old.

Along with the struc-
tures, Pettit said the 

street layout in the vil-
lage is inadequate with 
several areas lacking 
the proper platting to 
preserve the right-of-
way that would enable 
these properties to be 
developed with street 
access. She noted that 
most of  the roads in 
the village need main-
tenance. The sidewalk 
network also is incon-
sistent with a lack of  
accessible curb ramps 
that meet the standards 
of  the Americans With 
Disabilities Act. Some 

areas still use 2-inch or 
4-inch-diameter water 
mains when the stan-
dard minimum is 6 
inches.

“The size of  the wa-
ter mains are obsolete,” 
she said. “We would not 
put those in that way to-
day.”

Pettit also pointed 
to the annual flood 
chances in the area, 
which could hinder de-
velopment. Much of  the 
village is considered to 

Kenesaw redevelopment plan wins key OK
Blighted and 
suBstandard 

designation would 
open new financing 
doors for projects
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Hastings city officials hope 
a comprehensive, two-year 
tree-trimming surge will ad-
dress overgrowth in the commu-
nity’s canopy.

Members of  the Hastings City 
Council discussed during their 
work session Monday the one 

tree-trimming bid received and 
establishing a trimming plan go-
ing forward.

Also, the work session occurred 
at the Hastings Museum, where 
staff gave a tour to council mem-
bers following the meeting.

“It’s clearly an amazing 
place,” Council President Paul 
Hamelink said of  the museum.

Discussion about a compre-
hensive tree-trimming plan is 
a response to the damages that 
occurred during windstorms in 

2019.
Council members discussed 

last year possibly establishing a 
city forestry department to fo-
cus on tree trimming.

“It became very apparent we 
were not caught up on where we 
needed to be, especially on the 
utility side, as well as the street 
side,” Mayor Corey Stutte said 
Monday. “This is, I would call it a 
surge, to get out there and make 

Council talks trees, tours museum
city looks to ‘surge’           

in trim work on terraces

TONY HERRMAN/Tribune

Russanne Hoff, curator of education for the Hastings Museum, speaks to Hastings City Council 
members and other city staff in the J.M. McDonald Planetarium during a tour of the museum Mon-
day after the council work session.
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DES MOINES, Iowa 
— The Iowa Demo-
cratic Party said Mon-
day night that results 
from the state’s first-in-
the-nation caucus were 
greatly delayed due to 
“quality checks” and 
new reporting rules, an 
embarrassing compli-
cation that added a new 
layer of  doubt to an al-
ready uncertain presi-
dential primary season.

The party said the 
problem was not a re-
sult of  a “hack or an in-
trusion.”

The statement came 
after Iowa voters packed 
caucus sites across the 
state with at least four 
leading candidates bat-
tling to win the opening 
contest of  the 2020 cam-
paign, and ultimately, 
the opportunity to take 
on President Donald 
Trump this fall.

Long before any sig-
nificant results were re-
leased, the candidates 
pressed ahead with 

post-election rallies 
claiming momentum.

“It looks like it’s going 
to be a long night, but 
we’re feeling good,” for-
mer Vice President Joe 
Biden said, suggesting 
the final results would 
“be close.” “We’re in 
this for the long haul.”

Vermont Sen. Bernie 
Sanders said he had “a 
good feeling we’re going 
to be doing very, very 
well here in Iowa” once 
results were posted.

“Today marks the be-
ginning of  the end for 
Donald Trump,” he pre-
dicted.

Democrats hoped that 
Iowa’s caucuses would 
provide some clarity for 
what has been a mud-
dled nomination fight 
for much of  the past 
year. But apparent tech-
nology issues delayed 
the results as the state 
party suggested turnout 
was on track to match 
2016 numbers.

Party officials held a 
call with campaigns as 
concerns were growing 
over the delays.

Spokeswoman Mandy 
McClure said the party 
“found inconsistencies 
in the reporting of  three 
sets of  results.”

Iowa tallies
late for party

technical 
challenges slow 

reporting of dems’ 
caucus results
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