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NSAA says fall sports will go on as scheduled. - B1

Tuesday, July 21, 2020

weather

83

66

TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms. Mostly sunny.

TONIGHT A 40% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Blayden Porter
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Plans to move teenage girls 
from the Youth Rehabilita-
tion and Treatment Centers 
in Geneva and Kearney to a 
new YRTC on the Hastings 
Regional Center campus 
could be delayed following a 
vote in the Nebraska Legisla-
ture Monday.

A bill to spell out guidelines 
for YRTCs in the state was 
amended and advanced to fi-
nal reading Monday, accord-
ing to the Legislature’s web-
site. LB1140, introduced by 
the Health and Human Ser-
vices Committee, would out-
line a series of  requirements 
for the state’s YRTCs, in-
cluding separating juveniles 
based on gender and provid-
ing appropriate services and 
education.

State Sen. Sara Howard of  
Omaha, chairwoman of  the 
Health and Human Services 
Committee, introduced an 
amendment during select file 
debate that would prevent the 
state Department of  Health 
and Human Services from 
establishing a new YRTC or 
moving a current one until 
March 30, 2021.

Howard said the amend-
ment was in response to 
DHHS’ recent announcement 
that girls temporarily housed 

in Geneva and Kearney 
would move to a new building 
at the Hastings Regional Cen-
ter campus, which recently 
was built to house a youth 
drug treatment program.

Howard called the depart-
ment’s decision “hasty,” and 
said the building in Hastings 
can’t safely accommodate girls 
currently in the YRTC system 
because it was constructed for 
a different purpose.

Sen. Steve Halloran of  Hast-
ings supported the amend-
ment, saying the Legislature 
should halt the proposed 
move so that the city of  Hast-
ings can be involved in devel-
oping a plan.

“There was no planning,” 
Halloran said. “There cer-
tainly wasn’t collaboration.”

Lawmakers adopted the 
Howard amendment 32-3. A 
technical amendment was 
adopted 38-0, and LB1140 ad-
vanced from select file on a 
voice vote.

Hastings Mayor Corey 
Stutte thanked the legislators 
for adding the amendment to 
postpone the plan until next 
year.

“We are looking to get some 
time to evaluate the plan,” he 
said. “We’re not against the 
idea of  the YRTC moving to 
Hastings, but we would like 
to have some information 
first.”

On Saturday, Stutte sent a 
three-page letter to senators 
on the Health and Human 
Services Committee raising 
a number of  questions about 
the plan and its implemen-
tation. Questions focused on 
the security of  the facility, 

the involvement of  local law 
enforcement and medical ser-
vices, education and strate-
gic planning on the campus. 
He worked over the weekend 
with various members of  the 
community to compile the 
list.

“I believe a comprehensive 
community and statewide fo-
cused conversation is needed 
to develop a strategic plan on 
mental health and incarcer-
ation needs throughout the 
state,” Stutte wrote in the let-
ter.

He believes a plan is import-
ant with a change like this to 
ensure it’s sustainable in the 
long term.

“We want to make sure this 
is something we can main-
tain from a security stand-
point,” he said. “We want to 
make sure this is the best 
move for our community.”

But programming decisions 
involving the YRTC system 
are made by DHHS, not com-
munities.

The agency’s CEO, Dannette 
Smith, said over the noon 
hour Monday that she was 
planning to make the move to 
HRC in October.

“We’ve gotten support from 
the governor to move the 
plan forward,” she said.

Smith said the intervening 
90 days should provide ample 
time to work with city leaders 
and stakeholders and she ex-
pects to meet with them reg-
ularly through the transition 
process. She said many of  the 
questions raised by city lead-
ers will be handled the same 

Vote could delay YRTC move
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The Sandoz Cottage is one of four cottages at the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Cen-
ter in Geneva. The campus was closed due to poor facility conditions and 24 girls were 
transferred to the all-boys campus in Kearney.

LEGISLATIVE AMENDMENT 

WOULD PREVENT DHHS 

FROM ESTABLISHING A NEW 

YRTC OR MOVING  

A CURRENT ONE UNTIL  

MARCH 2021

SEE YRTC/page A3

TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

Citing nuisances as 
well as safety concerns 
from other park users 
and nearby residents, 
the city of  Hastings is 
looking to eliminate 
camping at Lake Hast-
ings.

That was one of  the 
proposed changes in-
cluded as part of  a re-
view of  city code chap-
ters during the Hastings 
City Council work ses-
sion on Monday.

Currently, camping is 
allowed for up to three 
days, on the north side 
of  the lake.

“It’s oftentimes very 
hard to enforce,” City 
Administrator Dave 
Ptak said of  the three-
day limit.

There are no water 
or electrical hook-ups 
there.

Lake Hastings is the 
only Hastings park that 
allows camping.

“What we’ve seen is 
it is not attracting true 
campers,” Parks and 
Recreation Director Jeff 
Hassenstab said. “It’s 

attracting the home-
less population. You’re 
seeing a lot of  litter, de-
bris. You’re seeing some 
drug use, some alcohol 
use.

“I think back in the 
day it could’ve been 
used for the right rea-
sons, but we’re having a 
tough time with some il-
legal activity right close 
to those residential 
homes.”

When asked how 
many “true campers” 
Lake Hastings sees each 
year, Hassenstab esti-
mated one dozen. He 
then corrected himself  
saying that might be a 
high estimate.

Police Chief  Adam 
Story agreed camping 
at Lake Hastings has be-
come problematic.

“We don’t see a lot of  
true camping at Lake 
Hastings,” Story said. 
“We see most of  it as lit-
tering, people who live 
in treed areas in make-
shift tents, a lot of  trash 
and feces. Stuff like 
that. Staff has to pick it 
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The cumulative tally 
of  confirmed cases of  
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, in 
the South Heartland 
Health District jumped 
by 10 Saturday through 
Monday.

Meanwhile, the four-
county health district’s 
“positivity rate,” or num-
ber of  newly confirmed 
cases as a percentage of  
the total number of  tests 
administered, rose to 
7.5% for the week of  July 
12-18. That percentage 
is up from 4.4% for the 

previous week, 3.3% for 
the week before that, and 
2.7% for the preceding 
week.

“This is concerning, 
as we’ve had increases 
four of  the five weeks 
since our lowest rate 
of  0.7%, which was the 
week of  June 7-13,” 
said Michele Bever, ex-
ecutive director of  the 
South Heartland Dis-
trict Health Depart-
ment, in a news release 
Monday night.

The case tallies for 
Saturday through Mon-
day, gleaned from South 
Heartland’s online 

COVID-19 data dash-
board, include seven 
new cases in Adams 
County, two new cases 
in Clay County, one new 
case in Nuckolls County 
and no new cases in 
Webster County for Sat-
urday through Monday.

Since March 18, a run-
ning total of  381 South 
Heartland residents 
have been confirmed 
positive for COVID-19. 
Those cases include 325 
in Adams County, 40 in 
Clay County, 10 in Web-
ster County and six in 
Nuckolls County.

Of  the 381 total posi-

tive cases, 346 now have 
resolved through recov-
ery. Eleven patients — 
all Adams County resi-
dents — have died.

To date, a total of  22 
South Heartland res-
idents with COVID-19 
have spent time in the 
hospital. The number of  
hospitalizations, which 
had not increased since 
May 29, ticked up by one 
sometime on Friday, the 
data dashboard shows.

According to the Mon-
day night news release 
from South Heartland, 
the newly hospitalized 
patient is an Adams 

County patient in his 50s.
Of  a total of  14 new 

cases confirmed Friday 
through Monday, South 
Heartland said in its 
news release, one is a 
child, three are under 
20, two are in their 30s, 
two are in their 40s, two 
are in their 50s, three 
are in their 60s, and one 
is in the 70s. Nine of  the 
patients are males, and 
five are females.

In the neighboring 
Two Rivers Public 
Health District, which 
serves seven counties to 
the west of  the Hastings 
area, a total of  14 new 

cases were reported 
over the weekend — 
eight in Buffalo County, 
five in Dawson County 
and one in Phelps 
County. No new cases 
were reported in Kear-
ney, Franklin or Harlan 
counties, which are part 
of  the Hastings Tribune 
news coverage area.

Bever, the South 
Heartland official, re-
minded everyone that 
COVID-19 can be spread 
unwittingly by seem-
ingly healthy people, so 
it’s crucial to take pre-
cautions.

South Heartland ‘positivity rate’ jumps to 7.5%; 10 new cases reported
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Members of  the Hast-
ings Planning Commis-
sion have recommended 
approval of  a condi-
tional use permit for 
three self-storage build-
ings and storage area in 
Industrial Park North.

The facility, proposed 
by applicants Paul 
and Lynette Krieger 
of  Hastings, would be 
north of  39th Street, 
east of  Utecht Circle 
and east of  the Smith 
Softball Complex.

Development Ser-
vices Director Lisa 
Parnell-Rowe said the 
application meets the 
city’s criteria for a con-
ditional use permit and 
fits in well with adja-
cent property use.

The Development Ser-
vices Department rec-
ommended three condi-
tions for the application. 

Parnell-Rowe said she 
originally was going to 
recommend four condi-
tions, but the Kriegers 
were so thorough and 
responsive in the appli-
cation process that one 
of  the conditions already 
has been met: a more 
detailed drainage plan 
with contours to be ap-
proved by the city engi-
neer and certifying that 
the use will sustain 25-
year return frequency 
storm requirement.

One of  the require-
ments was that the ap-
plicants’ self-service 
storage site plan, related 
narrative and site plan 
of  the outdoor camper 
storage area with in-
clusive dimensions of  
buildings, parking loca-
tions, access and ease-
ment location notes are 
approved and applicant 
agrees to comply to all 
inclusive details.

Council looking 
to bar camping 
at Lake Hastings

SEE LAKE/page A3

Storage unit permit 
recommended for OK

SEE COVID-19/page A3


