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TODAY Partly sunny, then gradu-
ally becoming sunny. Breezy.

TONIGHT Clear. Blustery, with 
gusts as high as 25 mph.
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Newly elected Hast-
ings City Council mem-
bers are excited and ea-
ger to get to work.

Steve Huntley was 
elected to represent 
Ward 1 and south Hast-
ings, Brad Consbruck 
was elected to represent 
Ward 2 and west Hast-
ings, and Marc Rowan 
was elected to repre-
sent Ward 3 and central 
Hastings.

Incumbent Ward 4 
Councilman Matt Fong 
was elected to a second 
term to represent east 
Hastings.

Council members are 
elected on a nonparti-

san basis.
In the race for a Hast-

ings City Council seat 
representing Ward 1, 
challenger Huntley was 
the top vote-getter with 
631 votes or 56.28% of  
the total, according to 
unofficial results from 
the Adams County 
Clerk’s Office.

“I’m looking forward 
to representing citi-
zens of  the First Ward 

like I was put into office 
to do,” Huntley said. 
“I’m looking forward 
to working with the ex-
isting council members 
and the other council 
members to get some 
good things going for 
our community again.”

Ginny Skutnik, the 
incumbent, received 
479 votes or 42.73% of  
the total. There were 11 
write-in votes.

Skutnik is the current 
council president and 
longest-serving council 
member, having been 
appointed in September 
2013.

“Of  course I’m a little 
disappointed, but it’s the 
democratic process,” 
she said. “Nine years is 
a long time to be on the 
council. I’m not devas-
tated by it. I just hope 
the best for the commu-
nity — that they’re not 
hurt by representation. 
You work hard, and you 
hate to see anything go 
backwards.”

Huntley currently is a 
property manager but 
previously ran the office 
of  a local contractor.

Skutnik works in 
Grand Island as the ad-
ministrative assistant 
for the CNH Industrial 
vice president of  man-
ufacturing for North 
America.

In Ward 2, Consbruck 
received 1,259 votes 
or 61.47% of  the total, 
and Meyer received 780 
votes or 38.09% of  the 
total. There were nine 
write-in votes.

Consbruck and Meyer 
ran against each other 
for the seat being va-
cated by Councilman 
Ted Schroeder, who an-
nounced in late Janu-
ary he would not seek a 
second term of  office.

Consbruck said he will 

have to learn a lot be-
tween now and when 
new council members 
take office on Dec. 12.

“I’m just looking for-
ward to being part of  
the process of  things 
coming in or not com-
ing in and generally 
learning the business of  
the city in a roundabout 
way,” he said.

Consbruck is mainte-
nance director at The 
Heritage at College 
View. Previously, he 
was a Hastings police 
officer for six years and 
an Adams County dep-
uty sheriff for 21 years.

Meyer owns and 

3 newly elected council members ready to serve

SARA BURNETT, JILL COLVIN 

AND WILL WEISSERT 
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W
ASHINGTON 
— Republicans 
inched closer 
to a narrow 
House majori-

ty Wednesday, while control 
of  the Senate hinged on a few 
tight races in a midterm elec-
tion that defied expectations 
of  sweeping conservative vic-
tories driven by frustration 
over inflation and President 
Joe Biden’s leadership.

Either party could secure a 
Senate majority with wins in 
both Nevada and Arizona — 
where the races were too early 
to call. But there was a strong 
possibility that, for the second 
time in two years, the Senate 
majority could come down to a 
runoff in Georgia next month, 
with Democratic Sen. Raphael 
Warnock and Herschel Walker 
failing to earn enough votes to 
win outright.

In the House, Republicans 
on Wednesday night were 
within a dozen seats of  the 
218 needed to take control, 
while Democrats kept seats 
in districts from Virginia to 
Pennsylvania to Kansas and 
many West Coast contests 
were still too early to call. In 
a particularly symbolic vic-
tory for the GOP, Sean Pat-
rick Maloney of  New York, 
the House Democratic cam-

paign chief, lost his bid for a 
sixth term.

Control of  Congress will de-
cide how the next two years 
of  Biden’s term play out, and 
whether he is able to achieve 
more of  his agenda or will 
see it blocked by a new GOP 
majority. Republicans are 
likely to launch a spate of  in-
vestigations into Biden, his 
family and his administra-
tion if  they take power, while 
a GOP takeover of  the Senate 
would hobble the president’s 
ability to appoint judges.

“Regardless of  what the fi-
nal tally of  these elections 
show, and there’s still some 
counting going on, I’m pre-
pared to work with my Re-
publican colleagues,” Biden 
said Wednesday in his first 
public remarks since the 
polls closed. “The Ameri-
can people have made clear, 
I think, that they expect Re-
publicans to be prepared to 
work with me as well.”

Democrats did better than 
history suggested they 
would. The party in power al-
most always suffers losses in 
the president’s first midterm 
elections, though even if  the 
GOP ultimately wins the 
House, it won’t be by a mar-
gin as large as during other 
midterm cycles. Democrats 
gained a net of  41 House seats 
under then-President Don-
ald Trump in 2018, President 
Barack Obama saw the GOP 
gain 63 in 2010 and Republi-
cans gained 54 seats during 
President Bill Clinton’s first 
midterm.

A small majority in the 
House would pose a great 
challenge for the GOP and 
especially California Rep. 
Kevin McCarthy, who is in 
line to be House speaker and 
would have little room for er-
ror in navigating a chamber 
of  members eager to leverage 
their votes to advance their 
own agenda.

In the fight for Senate con-
trol, Pennsylvania was a 
bright spot for Democrats. 
Lt. Gov. John Fetterman, 
who suffered a stroke five 
months ago, flipped a Repub-
lican-controlled Senate seat, 
topping Trump-endorsed Re-
publican Dr. Mehmet Oz.

Georgia, meanwhile, was 
set for yet another runoff on 
Dec. 6. In 2021, Warnock used 
a runoff to win his seat, as 
did Democratic Sen. Jon Os-
soff — which gave Democrats 
control of  the Senate. Both 
Warnock and Walker were 
already fundraising off the 
race stretching into a second 
round.

Both Republican and Dem-
ocratic incumbents main-
tained key Senate seats. In 
Wisconsin, Republican Sen. 
Ron Johnson prevailed over 
Democratic Lt. Gov. Man-
dela Barnes, while in New 
Hampshire, Democratic Sen. 
Maggie Hassan beat Don 
Bolduc, a retired Army gen-
eral who had initially pro-
moted Trump’s lies about the 
2020 election but tried to shift 
away those views closer to 

‘Red wave’ recedes
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House Minority Leader Kevin McCarthy of Calif., arrives to speak at an event early Wednes-
day morning in Washington.
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Byron Morrow will 
start learning a new 
job as he transitions 
into the next Register 
of  Deeds for Adams 
County.

Voters elected Mor-
row, the Republican 
challenger for the posi-
tion, on Tuesday with 
6,160 votes, or 62.7% 
of  the total. He will be 
replacing Democratic 
incumbent Rachel 
Ormsby, who received 
3,663 votes or 37.3%.

“I’m very excited 
about it,” Morrow said. 
“I thought the voter 
turnout was good. I feel 
good about it.”

His first task will be 
to learn more about the 
office, its staff and the 
customers it serves. The 
Register of  Deeds files, 
preserves and main-
tains the land records 

for Adams County. 
Those records are pub-
lic documents and can 
be viewed at the office, 
with most also available 
online.

“I want to get out and 
get acquaint myself  
with the customers of  
that office,” he said “I 
want to see what sug-
gestions and thoughts 
they have and give them 
the opportunity to have 
input.”

Morrow, of  Hastings, 
currently serves as a 
deputy sheriff with the 
Adams County Sheriff’s 

Morrow looks forward 
to new position as 
Register of Deeds

Morrow Ormsby

Huntley Consbruck Rowan Fong
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Andrew McCarty put 
in a lot of  hours knock-
ing door to door to meet 
as many people as he 
could before he was 
elected to serve on the 
Hastings Board of  Edu-
cation. He spoke to vot-
ers on their porches to 
find out their concerns 
and wants to bring 
those issues before the 
board.

“Everybody has con-
cerns,” he said. “I 
think that’s one of  the 
most important things 
— somebody who is 
elected being able to 
listen to different view-
points. We’re not always 
going to agree with peo-
ple but always respect 
where they are coming 
from.”

McCarty is one of  four 
candidates chosen by 
voters Tuesday to sit on 
the school board for the 
next four years. Other 
winners from the elec-
tion were Becky Sul-
livan, Stacie Widhelm 
and Jodi Graves.

Graves and Sullivan 
were the two incumbent 
board members seek-
ing re-election. Current 

board members John 
Bonham and Tracey 
Katzberg chose not to 
seek new terms on the 
board.

It will be Sullivan’s 
third term on the board, 
for which she is thank-
ful to voters.

“I’m very thankful 
that people chose to 
vote for me,” Sullivan 
said. “They had a lot of  
choices this time. Hope-
fully, that indicates peo-
ple are satisfied with 
the job I’ve done.”

She is excited about 
the partnerships the 
school has developed to 

Newcomers excited 
to join HPS board

Graves McCarty

Sullivan Widhelm
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