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I
t was more than a 
decade before her 
passing from onset 
dementia Alzhei-
mer’s disease that 

Kelly Bonifas of  Hast-
ings first noticed her 
mother, Sheryl Brehm, 
wasn’t her usual self.

As she reflects on 
dealing with that down-
ward spiral of  memory 
loss and how the jour-
ney affected the lives of  
her family and friends, 
Bonifas, a registered 
nurse at Mary Lanning 
Healthcare, is grate-
ful her newly founded 
Project Sunflower non-
profit corporation will 
give others dealing with 
dementia the financial 
support they need to 
lift some of  the caregiv-
ing burden from their 

shoulders.
A fundraiser, “Forget 

Me Not,” will look to 
bring awareness to the 
fledgling agency from 
6-9 p.m. Aug. 8 at The 
Lark, 809 W. Second St. 
The dinner and cock-
tail event will include 
an awards presentation 
recognizing a local care-
giver for going above 
and beyond the call of  
duty while caring for a 
loved one.

Tickets are available 
exclusively online at 
eventbrite.com, through 
the web site www.proj-
ectsunflower.org or by 
email at projectsun-
flower2019@gmail.com.

“This disease robs 
you and your family of  
so much,” Bonifas said 
of  dementia. “I really 
wanted to do something 
for people who are in 

the thick of  it here and 
now to help cover the 
costs of  respite care, 
medications and house-
hold expenses.”

In her mother’s case, it 
was Brehm’s beautiful 
handwriting that was 
the first thing to go. The 
once meticulous notes 
she included in care 
packages and greeting 
cards sent from her Ar-
izona home to Kelly and 
her younger sister sud-
denly were becoming 
harder and harder to 
understand. And yet the 
signature was always 
perfect. It didn’t add up.

“Her handwriting 
started to go up the side 
of  the card or check,” 
Bonifas said. “Or you 
couldn’t understand 
what she was trying to 
say in the card.”

Other signs followed. 

More than $50 in change 
was discovered at the 
bottom of  Brehm’s old 
purse as Bonifas was 
helping to relocate its 
contents to her new 
purse. The reason, Bon-
ifas learned later, was 
that Brehm had begun 
using large bills to pay 
for store purchases be-
cause she had lost the 
ability to make change.

But perhaps the most 
obvious and telling clue 
was revealed as Bonifas 
readied for her wedding 
in October 2006. Her 
mother, a capable seam-
stress who had made 
multiple dresses for 
both her daughters for 
years, suddenly was un-
able to sew on a simple 
button back that had be-
come detached from one 
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S
MITH CENTER, 
Kan. — With 40-
50 hours of  labor 
and $40.30 worth 
of  coinage (plus a 

little more) issued by the U.S. 
government, a Smith Center 
man has transformed a 3-by-
5-foot board into a shining 
symbol of  American patrio-
tism.

Jaime Isom started work in 
October 2018 on an American 
flag made almost entirely of  
pennies. He finished it up on 
Dec. 16, and since then has 
lent it out for display at six 
different banks in Smith Cen-
ter, Phillipsburg and Beloit, 
Kansas.

He brought the flag home 
just in time for the 2019 Smith 
County Free Fair in Smith 
Center, which ended July 22. 
He displayed the flag along-
side a companion portrait of  
President Abraham Lincoln 
and a board displaying “KU” 
(University of  Kansas) in 
the National Guard Armory 
building adjacent to the fair-
grounds, which is used for 

static displays and activities 
during the fair.

Isom, 67, is a carpenter by 
trade. He said he’s a longtime 
collector of  pennies, always 
on the lookout for rare ones, 
but made his first foray into 
penny art last fall and winter 
with the flag, Lincoln portrait 
and KU sign.

He found patterns online 
and set to work.

“I saw it on the internet, 
and I said, ‘I can do that,’ ” 
Isom said.

The flag includes 4,030 pen-

nies, laid out in bands of  
older, duller-colored coins 
and newer, shinier ones to 
represent the stripes in Old 
Glory.

The star field is filled out 
with pennies that he gave a 
light spray coating of  blue 
paint. Shiny quarters repre-
sent the stars.

When putting the flag to-
gether, he paid attention not 
only to the color of  the pen-
nies, but also to their years of  
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TODAY A 20% chance of showers 
and thunderstorms after 1 p.m.

TONIGHT Showers and thunder-
storms likely, mainy after 1 a.m.
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New nonprofit offers financial help to those dealing with dementia

Art makes cents
KANSAS MAN MAKES U.S. 

FLAG OUT OF PENNIES
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Jaime Isom with his penny American flag at the Smith County Fair July 20.
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Penny Abraham Lincoln made by Jaime Isom is displayed 
at the Smith County Fair in Smith Center, Kan., July 20.
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Kelly Bonifas of Hastings (right) poses with her 
mother, Sheryl Brehm, at Bonifas’ wedding in 
October 2006. Brehm was diagnosed with Alzhei-
mer’s disease four months later. She was 53.SEE DEMENTIA/page A3
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MARTIN CRUTSINGER

AP Economics Writer

WASHINGTON — 
The Federal Reserve 
cut its key interest rate 
Wednesday for the first 
time in a decade to try 
to counter the impact 
of  President Donald 
Trump’s trade wars, 
stubbornly low inflation 
and global weakness.

It left open the possi-
bility of  future rate cuts, 
but perhaps not as many 
as Wall Street had been 
hoping for. During a 

news conference, Chair-
man Jerome Powell 
struggled to find just the 
right words to articulate 
the Fed’s strategy and 
what might prompt fu-
ture rate cuts at a time 
when the risk of  a reces-
sion in the United States 
seems relatively low.

 The Dow Jones In-
dustrial Average tum-
bled to finish down 333 
points, or 1.2%. The 
yield on the 10-year 

Fed cuts key rate for first 
time in more than a decade
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STEVE PEOPLES AND 

SARA BURNETT

Associated Press

DETROIT — The ideo-
logical divisions grip-
ping the Democratic 
Party intensified on 
Wednesday as presiden-
tial candidates waged 
an acrimonious battle 
over health care, immi-
gration and race that 
tested the strength of  
early front-runner Joe 
Biden’s candidacy.

The former vice pres-
ident was repeatedly 
forced to defend his de-
cades-old political re-
cord against pointed at-
tacks from his younger, 
diverse rivals, who 
charged that Biden’s 
eight-year relationship 
with President Barack 
Obama was not rea-
son enough to earn the 
Democratic nomina-
tion.

The attacks on Biden 
in the second presiden-
tial debate were most 
vivid coming from Cal-
ifornia Sen. Kamala 
Harris, who declared 
that his willingness to 
work with segregation-
ists in the U.S. Senate 
during the 1970s could 
have had dramatic con-

sequences on the surge 
of  minority candidates 
in political office. And, 
she said, it could have 
prevented her and fel-
low presidential candi-
date Cory Booker, both 
of  whom are black, 
from becoming sena-
tors.

“Had those segrega-
tionists had their way, 
I would not be a mem-
ber of  the United States 
Senate, Cory Booker 
would not be a mem-
ber of  the United States 
Senate, and Barack 
Obama would not have 
been in a position to 
nominate” Biden to be-
come vice president, 
she said.

When pressed, Biden 
repeatedly leaned on 
his relationship with 
Obama.

“We’re talking about 
things that occurred a 
long, long time ago,” 
Biden said. “Every-
body’s talking about 
how terrible I am on 
these issues. Barack 
Obama knew who I 
was.”

The dynamic show-
cased the challenges 

Divisions among 
Democrats test
Biden’s strength
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