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TODAY Sunny. South wind 5-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South 
wind 10-15, with 20 mph gusts.
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W
hen the Hastings 
Public Library 
opened to the 
public on Monday 
for the first time in 

more three months, it was rekin-
dling a community.

“The library is so much a so-
cial part of  people’s lives that for 
some people, we might be the only 
interaction they have during the 
day,” Library Director Amy Hafer 
said.

She said those interactions are 
similar to those at the grocery 
store or a card club.

“This is a place to get commu-
nity interaction and have a con-
versation about what you are 
reading or about what you are 
doing in your life,” she said. “We 
talk with people about what’s go-
ing on in their families and what’s 
going on in the community.”

So much has been learned from 
the COVID-19 pandemic about the 
importance of  social interaction, 
she said.

“If  the library’s where you get 
your social interaction it’s some-

thing people have really missed,” 
Hafer said.

Count Leonard Haba of  Hastings 
among regular library patrons 
who are glad to be back.

He takes advantage of  the li-
brary’s resources, reading five 
newspapers each day: Lincoln 
Journal-Star, Omaha World-Her-

ald, Hastings Tribune, USA Today 
and Wall Street Journal.

“That’s my love, is reading the 
newspaper, getting different per-
spectives of  the world over, re-
gional and local, just anything 
and everything,” he said. “It’s a 

Rekindling a community
LIBRARY REOPENS TO PUBLIC, BUT 
PROGRAMMING REMAINS ONLINE
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Henry Alvarez, 14, checks out books from library assistant Saman-
tha Rundle Monday at Hastings Public Library. The library reopened 
Monday with precautions to prevent the spread of COVID-19.

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Morgan Karel talks about changes made at Hastings Public Library allowing the building’s reopening 
on Monday. One major change included temporarily removing upholstered furniture.
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REPUBLICAN CITY — A collision 
of  two personal watercraft on the 
Harlan County Reservoir near here 
on Saturday sent a Kenesaw woman 
to the hospital with injuries, the Ne-
braska Game and Parks Commission 
reported.

The 60-year-old woman was taken to 
the Phelps County Memorial Health 
Center in Holdrege with unspecified 
injuries. Her name wasn’t released.

According to a news release Mon-
day from the Game and Parks Com-
mission, the woman and a 33-year-
old male relative from Kearney each 
were operating personal watercraft 
about 2:30 p.m. on Saturday, the 
Fourth of  July. As they accelerated 
to leave Patterson Harbor on the 
lake’s south shore, the male opera-
tor’s watercraft struck the woman’s 
watercraft from behind, and she was 
thrown into the water.

The male operator was uninjured. 
He was cited for No Boater Safety Ed-
ucation, the commission said.

Boater education is required of  all 
boat operators, including those of  
personal watercraft, born after Dec. 
31, 1985.

Commission conservation officers 
are investigating the crash. Alcohol 
isn’t suspected to be a contributing 
factor.

As part of  the news release report-
ing Saturday’s crash, Game and 
Parks included the following safety 
reminders for boaters:

 � Be aware of  the presence of  other 
boats, swimmers, skiers and tubers, 
as they could be coming from any di-
rection.

 �Maintain a safe distance between 
your vessel and other vessels and op-
erate only at safe speeds for the con-
ditions.

 � All vessels must operate at a 
maximum of  5 mph with no wake 
within 30 yards of  any other vessel, 
harbor, landing pier, marina, fishing 
pier, anchorage or bathing beach.

 �Make sure that your vessel has 
all of  the required safety equipment. 
Personal flotation devices are re-
quired for every passenger and must 
be worn at all times by personal wa-
tercraft operators and any youth un-
der the age of  13. Have the proper 
equipment necessary to towing skiers 
and tubers.

 � Know the rules on the water body 
you are boating.

 � Avoid alcohol when boating.
 � Keep an eye on the weather.

For more information on boating in 
Nebraska, visit OutdoorNebraska.
gov/boating.

Kenesaw woman 
hurt in watercraft 
mishap at Harlan

OTHER OPERATOR CITED FOR LACK 
OF SAFETY TRAINING
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The South Heartland 
District Health Depart-
ment recorded seven 
new positive cases of  
the novel coronavirus 
disease, COVID-19, in its 
four-county service area 
Friday through Monday.

The new cases were 
confirmed through lab-
oratory testing among 
residents of  the South 
Heartland health dis-
trict, which encom-
passes Adams, Web-
ster, Clay and Nuckolls 
counties.

Six of  the new patients 
are Adams County resi-
dents, and the other one 
lives in Clay County. 
They include two fe-
males under 20, one 
woman in her 20s, one 
man in his 30s, one man 
and one woman in their 
40s, and one man in his 
50s.

The six new cases 
bring to 340 the running 
tally of  positive cases 
recorded in the health 
district since March 18. 
Of  those, 274 resided 
in Adams County, 28 
in Clay County, seven 
in Webster County and 
one in Nuckolls County.

Of  the 340 total, 308, or 
91%, had recovered as of  
Monday. The district’s 
death toll stands at 11.

The South Heart-
land district’s “positiv-
ity rate” — that is, the 
number of  confirmed 
positive cases as a per-
centage of  the total 
numbers of  COVID-19 
tests administered — 
for the week of  June 
28 through July 4 was 
3.3%. That was up from 
2.7% from the previous 
week but equal to the 
rate for the week before 
that.

Prior to that time 
period, the rate had 
dipped to 0.7% for a 
week after hovering 
around 2% for two con-
secutive weeks in late 
May and into early 
June.

A total of  21 hospital-
izations related to the 

viral infection have 
been recorded for the 
health district since 
March. No new hospi-
talizations have been 
recorded since May 29, 
however.

In a news release 
Monday night, Michele 
Bever, executive direc-
tor of  the South Heart-
land health depart-
ment, said the 33 active 
COVID-19 cases now in 
the district have been 
investigated to identify 
“close contacts” — a 
step that is taken so 
people who may have 
been exposed to the vi-
rus can take appropri-
ate precautions.

Altogether, more than 
200 close contacts were 
identified in connection 

with the 33 patients, 
and all those individu-
als now are in quaran-
tine and monitoring for 
symptoms, Bever said.

“The health depart-
ment’s case investiga-
tions are finding that 
close contacts are of-
ten associated with ex-
posures at gatherings 
where people are not 
consistently practic-
ing social distancing or 
wearing masks,” Bever 
said. “So, the virus is 
continuing to spread 
in our communities by 
these associations.”

She warned that the 
threat of  additional 
spread of  the virus is 
growing as larger gath-
erings are allowed to 
occur within the health 

district as part of  the 
phased “reopening” 
now taking place all 
across Nebraska.

“As the restrictions on 
gatherings have been 
lifted and larger gath-
erings allowed by the 
state-directed health 
measures, the poten-
tial for large numbers 
of  close contacts in-
creases,” Bever said. 
“This is a growing issue 
if  people are not wear-
ing masks or practic-
ing social distancing at 
these larger gatherings. 
The actions people are 
(or are not) taking now 
will impact whether 
restrictions will need 
to continue to be in 

South Heartland case count grows by 7 over long weekend
AS GATHERINGS GROW, 

SO DOES POTENTIAL 
FOR VIRUS TO SPREAD, 

OFFICIAL WARNS

SEE LIBRARY/page A3

SEE COUNT/page A3


