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TODAY Sunny. Northwest wind 
5-10 mph becoming southwest.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. South- 
southwest wind around 5 mph.
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Scott Sterling, owner of  Hast-
ings Ford Lincoln, has been in 
the car business for a large por-
tion of  his life.

He got his start by attending 
technical school and learning 
how to be an auto technician.

“That wasn’t my number one 
goal, but that’s what I ended up 
doing and ended up just loving 
it,” Sterling said.

From there, he had many op-
portunities to grow and gain ex-
perience in the auto industry.

Eventually, the opportunity 
arose to own his own dealership.

In 2012, the Rydell Automotive 
Group purchased Frontier Ford 
Lincoln in Hastings and renamed 
it Hastings Ford Lincoln.

Rydell Automotive Group be-
gan looking for someone to run 
the business.

“At the time, I was working in 

Iowa and so they called me up 
and said great news it’s you and 
your family’s opportunity,” Ster-
ling said.

So his family left Iowa and 
moved to Hastings to run the 
dealership. The business has 
grown from 16 employees in 2012 
to more than 60 today.

Later, Sterling was offered an-
other opportunity by the Rydell 

Automotive Group.
“After growing 

Hastings Ford Lin-
coln and making 
it successful, the 
Rydell Auto Group 
gave me the oppor-

tunity to purchase it from them 
and become the sole owner,” 
Sterling said.

Sterling and his wife, Susan, 
took ownership of  the business 
in 2019, continuing on the same 
path that had made the dealer-
ship successful.

“We strive to provide an hon-
est, transparent and hassle-free 
experience for our customers,” 
he said.

He said the business strives to 
create a place that makes cus-
tomers feel welcome when they 
first arrive.

“Each guest is greeted and per-
sonally escorted to where they 
need to go,” Sterling said.

He said he knows that some-
times car dealerships can be per-
ceived in a bad light, which is 
why they try hard to provide an 
individualized experience that 
will make a customer feel com-
fortable.

“Customers will feel right at 
home, as if  they are conversing 
with an old friend as we help ad-
dress their needs and concerns,” 
Sterling said. “Our number one 
priority is providing great cus-
tomer service and only having 
customers for life.”

Customer service drives Hastings Ford

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Scott Sterling, owner of Hastings Ford Lincoln, 
stands next to a Lincoln Navigator Monday at the 
dealership.
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 � Fire destroyed a 
workshop in Hansen 
owned by Ken Hegwood. 
Volunteers later raised 
money and pitched 
in to rebuild it for the 
87-year-old World War II 
veteran.

 � The Minden city 
government planned to 
reassess the impending 
threat to the communi-
ty’s ash tree population 
after emerald ash borer 
was discovered in a tree 
in Kearney.

 �Much of  Adams 
County Fairfest was 
postponed and merged 
with next year’s fair but 
the 4-H livestock proj-
ects continued.

 � Three Tribland 
rodeo competitors — 
Hunter Heath of  Min-
den, Chance Mignery 
of  Hastings and Cait-
lin Tibbs of  Hastings 
— qualified to compete 
at the National High 
School Finals Rodeo in 
Guthrie, Oklahoma.

 � Blue Hill celebrated 
the Fourth of  July with 
a full day of  activities 
modified to follow di-
rected health measures.

 � Clay Center resi-

dents recognized In-
dependence Day with 
a Constitutional Rally 
and March following 
disappointment from 
the city’s Fourth of  July 
celebration being can-
celed.

 � Hastings College 
hired Josh Erickson 
as the new wrestling 
coach to replace Tyson 
Springer.

 � Clay County hosted 
a shortened county fair 
with only the 4-H shows 
and exhibits remaining 
on the schedule.

 � The Hastings City 
Council approved the 
appointment of  Erik 
Nielsen as director of  
information technology 
for the city.

 � Hebron voters ap-
proved a bond issue 
for construction of  a 
new municipal swim-
ming pool, opting for a 
smaller bond amount 
than in a previous elec-
tion and stipulating 
that property tax would 
backstop a half-cent city 
sales tax in covering the 
debt service payments.

 � Kool-Aid Days Fes-
tival was postponed un-
til 2021 due to the novel 
coronavirus disease. AMY ROH/Tribune/

Graduates of the 2020 class of Hastings College process into a commencement ceremony 
held Sept. 26 during homecoming weekend for graduates who could attend.

ANDY RAUN
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America’s teachers 
have been designated 
as “essential workers” 
meriting high place-
ment on the priority list 
for vaccination against 
the novel coronavirus 

disease, COVID-19.
Indeed, teachers from 

coast to coast have 
stepped into the breach 
in many ways since late 
last winter, meeting the 
challenges posed by the 
coronavirus pandemic 
and doing their best to 
keep students healthy, 
safe and engaged with 
their studies amid tu-
multuous times.

To express its gratitude 
and pride in the nearly 
3,000 Hastings College 

graduates now helping 
schools and their stu-
dents to keep moving 
forward, the HC Alumni 
Association recently 
presented all of  them 
with its 2020 Outstand-
ing Alumni Award.

Each is to receive an 
award poster and a face 
mask.

Matt Fong, associate 
vice president for ex-
ternal relations at the 
college, said the award 
is a gesture of  HC’s es-

teem for its graduates 
now working in schools 
across the United States 
and beyond.

“There’s no doubt fam-
ilies and community 
members across the 
country have recognized 
the vital work of  edu-
cators in our commu-
nities,” Fong said in an 
early December news 
release announcing the 
awards. “Hastings Col-
lege has a long and suc-
cessful history of  educat-

ing teachers, and nearly 
3,000 alumni are cur-
rently serving in class-
rooms around the world. 
We’re thrilled to be able 
to recognize them for 
the good work they do, 
and the extra effort they 
continue to make to put 
their kids first.”

According to the col-
lege, the Outstanding 
Alumni Award hon-
ors HC alums “who 
have made significant 
achievements in their 

professional or personal 
lives, made a signifi-
cant contribution to so-
ciety through personal 
leadership and service 
or have demonstrated 
leadership in support 
of  the advancement or 
welfare of  Hastings Col-
lege.”

The award was estab-
lished in 1951. Never be-
fore has it been presented 
to a group of  alumni.

Hastings College honors all alums working in education field
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