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O
rganizers are 
searching for 
volunteers and 
finalizing safety 
precautions for 

the Nebraska state high 
school softball tournament 
next week in Hastings.

Mikki Shafer, president of  
the Hastings Area Chamber 
of  Commerce, is organizing 
volunteers to help monitor 
entry to the three-day tour-
nament Wednesday through 
Friday. She said the chamber 
has been sending out email 
blasts weekly, but only two 
shifts are completely filled for 
the tournament.

Shafer said that in previous 
years most of  their regular 
volunteers were retired, but 
many of  that group are at 
higher risk in the pandemic 
and aren’t volunteering as 
much at this time.

“It’s a little different, but 
we’re still needing the same 
amount of  volunteers,” she 
said. “You get to speak with 
a lot of  people. If  you’ve been 
missing that interaction with 
people, this is a great thing 
to do.”

Shafer said she has reached 
out to younger business pro-
fessionals to help fill the 
gaps. Some businesses are 

allowing employees to take 
off a few hours to volunteer, 
which will help.

“It’s just a great way to give 
back to the community,” she 

said. “Obviously, this is go-
ing to be a huge boost to our 
economy.”

State softball needs you

AMY ROH/Tribune

State softball spectators go through the gates in between 
sessions Oct. 16, 2008, at Bill Smith Softball Complex.

AMY ROH/ Tribune

Softball fans pack the stands at Bill Smith Softball Complex during the state championship 
Oct. 16, 2015.
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A plot to kidnap Mich-
igan’s governor has 
put a focus on the secu-
rity of  governors who 
have faced protests and 
threats over their han-
dling of  the coronavirus 
pandemic.

While the alleged plot 
against Gretchen Whit-
mer is the most specific 
and highest-profile to 
come to light, it’s far 
from the first threat 
against state officials, 
particularly Democrats 
who imposed business 
closures and restrictions 
on social gatherings.

In New Mexico, 
Gov. Michelle Lujan 
Grisham said this week 
that news of  the arrest 
of  13 men accused of  
planning the overthrow 
of  Michigan’s govern-
ment rattled members 
of  her family.

“I started to get calls 
from both my daugh-
ters who were terrified 
and who were often in-
cluded in some of  the 
negative messaging,” 
Lujan Grisham said this 
week. “Early on in this 
pandemic. one of  the 
threats that we got was 
‘I hope your grandchil-
dren get COVID.’ ”

In August, a man 
pleaded guilty to mak-
ing threats against the 
Democratic governor 
on social media and was 
sentenced to 14 months 
in prison.

During the pandemic, 
the state Capitol that 
houses her office has 
been closed to the pub-
lic. But its grounds have 
been the site of  protests, 
including some who 
carried weapons and 
are militia members.

Even with the glass 
doors locked, State 
Police have at times 

Plot puts focus on governors’ 
safety amid threats, protests
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In this July 27 file photo, a California Highway Patrol officer inspects a 
chained protester outside of California Gov. Gavin Newsom’s mansion in 
Fair Oaks, Calif. 
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WASHINGTON — The 
White House is boosting 
its offer in up-and-down 
COVID-19 aid talks 
Friday in hopes of  an 
agreement before Elec-
tion Day, even as Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s 
most powerful GOP ally 
in the Senate said Con-
gress is unlikely to de-
liver relief  by then.

Trump on Friday took 
to Twitter to declare: 
“Covid Relief  Negotia-
tions are moving along. 
Go Big!” A top eco-
nomic adviser said the 
Trump team was upping 
its offer in advance of  
a Friday conversation 
between Treasury Sec-
retary Steven Mnuchin 
and House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi. The two 
spoke for more than 30 
minutes Friday after-
noon, said Pelosi spokes-
man Drew Hammill.

A GOP aide familiar 

with the new offer said 
it is about $1.8 trillion, 
with a key state and 
local fiscal relief  com-
ponent moving from 
$250 billion to at least 
$300 billion. The White 
House says its most re-
cent prior offer was 
about $1.6 trillion. The 
aide requested anonym-
ity because the negotia-
tions are private.

“I would like to see a 
bigger stimulus pack-
age than either the 
Democrats or Repub-
licans are offering,” 
Trump said on Rush 
Limbaugh’s radio show 
Friday. Earlier this 
week, Trump lambasted 
Democrats for their de-
mands on an aid bill.

Pelosi’s most recent 
public offer was about 
$2.2 trillion, though that 
included a business tax 
increase that Republi-
cans won’t go for.

But GOP Senate  

White House ups virus 
aid offer in hopes 
of pre-election deal
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Farmers who worked 
on the Adams County 
justice center proposal 
believe that while no 
one likes to see their 
property taxes raised, 
the new facility is the 
most cost-effective op-
tion.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 6-1 
in August to place the 
question on the gen-
eral election ballot for a 
bond issue not to exceed 
$38 million.

Three county board 
members participated 
in an informational 
meeting about the proj-
ect on Zoom Friday with 
the Hastings League 
of  Women Voters, in-
cluding Scott Thomsen 
who chairs the county’s 

building, grounds and 
equipment committee 
and has organized ef-
forts to prepare the jus-
tice center proposal.

“The way our tax sys-
tem is set up, it’s not the 
fairest in the world,” he 
said. “The people that 
are going to get hit the 
hardest, and it’s very 
unfortunate because 
we live in an agricul-
ture community, is the 
farmers. They own a lot 
more property than the 
average person in town 
who owns a house.”

Lance Atwater, who 
farms in the Ayr area, 
said when Thomsen 
asked him to participate 
on the citizens commit-
tee, Atwater agreed to 
serve because he be-
lieved it was important 

Farmers help 
shape justice 
center proposal
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