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No. 2 Broncos survive in overtime. - B1

Thursday, January 30, 2020

weather
42
28

TODAY Patchy fog before 11 a.m. 
Otherwise, cloudy.

TONIGHT Cloudy, then gradually 
becoming partly cloudy.
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RURAL FRANKLIN 
COUNTY — Growing up 
with an extension educator 
for a mom, Kristen Herrick 
literally had no choice but to 
be exposed to 4-H.

“I’ve been at the county 
fair since I was a baby, pretty 
much. I went with her every-
where to do any 4-H things,” 
Herrick said from the kitchen 
at her family’s farm north of  
Franklin on Monday.

“I was involved 
right away, and 
I did as much as 
I could at that 
young age. I’ve 
grown up around 
it. It’s what I’m 
used to, and it’s 
what I love do-
ing.”

That passion carried on 
when Kristen was old enough 
to enroll in 4-H herself, and 
today the Hastings Tribune 
introduces her as the recipi-
ent of  the newspaper’s 

Tribland Oustanding 4-H’er 
award for 2019.

Kristen has been involved 
in almost every aspect of  4-H 
from competing in the Favor-
ite Food Show and fashion 
revues to learning about hor-
ticulture, shooting sports and 
foods.

One of  her greatest pas-
sions has to be her pigs, how-
ever. Early on in 4-H, Kris-
ten showed swine, cattle and 
sheep, but she soon focused 
her passion on her swine 
projects.

It all started because Kris-
ten’s older brother, Leyton, 
was having a hard time find-
ing affordable pigs to show 
in 4-H that still were of  good 
quality.

“So we decided, ‘Why not 
get a sow and start farrow-

ing and have our own little 
family project?’ Turns out 
my brother was not that fond 
of  pigs. After watching them 
do it, I wanted to be involved, 
and I took over his place,” 
Kristen said.

She helped her father, Scott, 
and soon she decided to take 
some of  her own money, buy 
her own sow and start far-
rowing pigs of  her own.

So Kristen and her dad 
started artificially insemi-
nating their own herd, and 
she became more invested in 
picking the boars and semen.

“It was Dec. 31 and it was 17 
below. It was extremely cold. 
We sat out there and far-
rowed, and it went extremely 
smoothly. That was the start 
to my herd,” Kristen said. 
“From there I sold some of  
those pigs and I’m up to five 
sows now and one boar. My 
project keeps growing.”

That was the start of  what is 
now KK Show Pigs. In the last 

two years, the family has had 
two auctions at the Franklin 
County Fairgrounds, selling 
20 pigs each year.

“Our goal was to sell to 
these families in the small 
counties where they can get 
the same experience I did 
and find the same passion,” 
Kristen said. “The pigs we do 
not show we put on that sale 
and sell to 4-H’ers around the 
area.”

Kristen has started a Face-
book page for KK Show Pigs, 
created a mailing list and 
even advertises on the radio 
about the auctions in an ef-
fort to help those families try-
ing to start out with hogs.

“I just want to share that 
passion with young 4-H’ers so 
they can be a part of  the ag 
industry and help grow our 
industry,” she said.

In the last couple of  years, 
Kristen said, it’s been inter-
esting to sell off her pigs and 

Area teen
finds her
passion
in 4-H
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Kristen Herrick, the 2019 Outstanding Tribland 4-H’er, owns 
her own business, KK Show Pigs. She is shown here at her 
family farm near Franklin with a piglet born Jan. 23.

Franklin County’s 
kristen HerriCk named 
outstanding tribland 

4-H’er For 2019

SEE PASSION/page A8

Inside
All Tribland 

4-H Awards 
honorees in 
spotlight.

— Page A7

Associated Press
LINCOLN — A 

woman who accompa-
nied her older boyfriend 
during a string of  kill-
ings recounted in the 
Bruce Springsteen song 
“Nebraska” is seeking 
an official pardon, say-
ing she was 14 years old 
at the time and that he 
had threatened to kill 
her family if  she didn’t 
obey.

Caril Ann Fugate, who 
is now 76 and goes by 
her married name of  
Caril Ann Clair, said 
in her application for a 
Nebraska pardon that 
she’s seeking peace of  
mind as she ages, the 
Omaha World-Herald 
reported. She was 14 
when she accompanied 
her 19-year-old boy-
friend, Charlie Stark-
weather, on a bloody 
journey that left 11 peo-
ple dead, including her 
mother, stepfather and 
baby half  sister, before 

the pair was arrested in 
Wyoming.

Starkweather was 
charged with 11 counts 
of  murder but went to 
trial for only one. He 
was convicted and exe-
cuted by electric chair 
on June 25, 1959.

Clair was charged in 
only one of  the kill-
ings, and was convicted 
and sentenced to life in 
prison. Her sentence 
was later reduced and 
she was paroled in 1976.

In her pardon request, 
Clair, who now lives 
in Hillsdale, Michi-
gan, said the Nebraska 
Board of  Pardons has a 
chance to right a histor-
ical wrong.

“The idea that pos-
terity has been made 
to believe that I knew 
about and/or witnessed 
the death of  my beloved 
family and left with 
Starkweather willingly 

KEVIN FREKING AND 
PAUL WISEMAN

Associated Press
WASHINGTON 

— President Donald 
Trump on Wednesday 
signed into law a major 
rewrite of  the rules of  
trade with Canada and 
Mexico, celebrating the 
fulfillment of  one of  his 
top campaign promises 
while declining to share 
the moment with Demo-
cratic lawmakers whose 
support was essential to 
getting it over the finish 
line.

Trump said renegoti-
ating the North Ameri-
can Free Trade Agree-
ment was “probably the 
No. 1 reason that I de-
cided to lead this crazy 
life that I’m leading 
right now.”

“Today, we’re finally 

ending the NAFTA 
nightmare,” Trump said 
in a ceremony on the 
South Lawn. The event 
featured hundreds of  
business and farm lead-
ers from around the 
country and scores of  
Republican officials. No 
Democratic members 
of  Congress were on the 
White House guest list.

Trade experts say 
the impact of  the new 
U.S.-Mexico-Canada 
Agreement will be mod-
est. Canada and Mexico 
already represent the 
top two export markets 
for U.S. goods. The in-
dependent U.S. Interna-
tional Trade Commis-
sion last year calculated 
that the deal would add 
0.35%, or $68 billion, to 
economic growth and 
generate 176,000 jobs 

over six years. That’s 
not much of  a change 
for a $22 trillion econ-
omy with 152 million 
nonfarm jobs.

“It’s a blip,’’ said Syr-
acuse University econ-
omist Mary Lovely, 
who studies trade. “The 
main thing is what it 
isn’t: It isn’t a continua-
tion of  uncertainty, and 
it isn’t a major disrup-
tion’’ to business.

The new pact, along 
with the signing of  a 
“phase one” agreement 
with China, dials down 
trade tensions that have 
contributed to slowing 
economic growth glob-
ally.

It also gave the presi-
dent a chance to at least 
briefly shift the focus 

Trump celebrates major rewrite of trade rules
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President Donald Trump pumps his fist after signing a new North Ameri-
can trade agreement with Canada and Mexico during an event at the White 
House Wednesday in Washington.

Fugate seeks pardon 
for role in string 
of killings in 1950s

LISA MASCARO,  
ERIC TUCKER  

AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON 
— In a striking shift 
from President Don-
ald Trump’s claims of  
“perfect” dealings with 
Ukraine, his defenders 
asserted Wednesday at 
his Senate trial that a 

trade of  U.S. military 
aid for political favors 
— even if  proven — 
could not be grounds 
for his impeachment.

Trump’s defense spot-
lighted retired profes-
sor Alan Dershowitz, a 
member of  their team 
who said that every pol-
itician conflates his own 
interest with the public 
interest. Therefore, he 
declared, “it cannot be 
impeachable.”

The Republicans are 
still hoping to wind 
up the impeachment 
trial with a rapid ac-
quittal. Democrats are 

Trump defense: 
‘Quid pro quo’ 
not impeachable 

impeaCHment trial 
sHiFts to questions 

From senators, a 
pivotal junCture as 

republiCans laCk tHe 
votes to bloCk 

witnesses
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