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 Area runners qualify for state cross country meet. - B1

Friday, October 18, 2019

weather
73 
43

TODAY Sunny. Winds could gust 
as high as 20 mph.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of show-
ers before 1 a.m. Partly cloudy.

Details, page A5 Art by Caleb Walters
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ROBERT BURNS
AND ZEKE MILLER

The Associated Press
ANKARA, Turkey 

— The U.S. and Turkey 
agreed Thursday to a 
cease-fire in the Turks’ 
deadly attacks on Kurd-
ish fighters in north-
ern Syria, requiring the 
Kurds to vacate the area 
in an arrangement that 
largely solidifies Tur-
key’s position and aims 
in the weeklong conflict. 
The deal includes a con-
ditional halt to Ameri-
can economic sanctions.

After negotiations 
with Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan, 
U.S. Vice President Mike 
Pence hailed the five-
day cease-fire as the 
way to end the blood-
shed caused by Turkey’s 
invasion. He remained 
silent on whether it 
amounted to a second 
abandonment of  Amer-
ica’s former Kurdish al-
lies in the fight against 
the Islamic State group.

Turkish troops and 
Turkish-backed Syrian 
fighters launched their 
offensive against Kurd-
ish forces in northern 
Syria a week ago, two 
days after President 
Donald Trump sud-

denly announced he 
was withdrawing the 
U.S. military from the 
area. Trump was widely 
criticized for turning 
on the Kurds, who had 
taken heavy casualties 
as partners with the U.S. 
in fighting IS extremists 
since 2016.

Turkish Foreign Min-
ister Mevlut Cavusoglu 
said the United States 
had accepted the idea 
of  a “safe zone” long 
pushed by Turkey, and 
he insisted Turkish 
armed forces will con-
trol the zone. He also 

made clear that Turkey 
will not stop at a previ-
ously limited zone; he 
said Turkish control of  
the Syrian side of  the 
border must extend all 
the way to the Iraqi bor-
der.

The commander of  
Kurdish-led forces in 
Syria, Mazloum Abdi, 
told Kurdish TV, “We 
will do whatever we 
can for the success of  
the cease-fire agree-
ment.” But one Kurdish 
official, Razan Hiddo, 
declared that Kurdish 
people would refuse to 

live under Turkish oc-
cupation.

Trump had no reser-
vations, hailing “a great 
day for civilization.”

“Everybody agreed to 
things that three days 
ago they would have 
never agreed to,” he 
told reporters. “That in-
cludes the Kurds. The 
Kurds are now much 
more inclined to do 
what has to be done. 
Turkey is much more 
inclined to do what has 
to be done.”
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Of everything Maggie 

Vaughan does each year 
as director of  talent 
solutions for Hastings 
Economic Development 
Corp., planning Big Idea 
Hastings is her favorite 
activity.

“It’s my favorite event 
to plan each year be-
cause of  the people, 
their creativity,” she 
said.

Big Idea Hastings — 
HEDC’s pitch contest — 
returns 5:30 p.m., Tues-
day, Nov. 5 at The Lark, 
809 W. Second St. This 
is the fourth year, third 
consecutive year for the 
event.

The deadline to submit 
ideas to inspiredbyhast-
ings.com/bigidea is Oct. 
23 at midnight. The time 
was changed to appeal 
to procrastinators.

“It’s been at 5 p.m. in 
the past but I feel like 
sometimes we always 
get a lot right up until 
5 p.m.,” Vaughan said.

Finalists will be noti-
fied by Oct. 25 if  they 
will be pitching on Nov. 
5.

Depending on the 
number of  submissions 
received, there will be 
eight to 12 participants 
on Nov. 5.

Each participant has 
two minutes to make 
a pitch, followed by a 
question and answer in-
teraction with the panel 

of  five judges. The 
judges determine the 
five finalists.

A popular vote deter-
mines first, second and 
third place within the 
finalists.

The first place final-
ist receives $1,000 from 
HEDC, second place re-
ceives $500 from Hast-
ings College and third 
place receives $250 from 
the Central Community 
College Small Business 
Institute.

All five of  the finalists 
will receive a local busi-
ness resource package.

“We work hand-in-
hand with them after 
the event is over to 
figure out what their 
needs are and what 
some challenges may be 
as they move forward,” 
Vaughan said.

Pitches don’t neces-
sarily need to be brand 
new ideas, Vaughan 
said. A successful pitch 
may just be for some-
thing located elsewhere 
that could work in Hast-
ings.

Vaughan said the 
event is inspiring every 
year because it provides 
a glimpse into what the 
future of  Hastings may 
look like.

She said Big Idea Hast-
ings encourages cre-
ativity and innovation 
within the community.

“It makes it obvious 
Hastings is willing 
to help whoever with 
whatever idea they may 
have,” she said.

SETH BORENSTEIN
The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — 
Expect big swings in 
weather this winter, 
government forecast-
ers say.

The National Weather 
Service says the large 
global forces that help 
drive broad patterns 
of  winter weather are 
weak, which often 
makes for more dra-
matic changes in lo-
cal weather every few 
weeks.

It also makes it 
harder to forecast.

“This is not one of  
our most confident 

forecasts,” said Mike 
Halpert, deputy direc-
tor of  the service’s Cli-
mate Prediction Cen-
ter.

The government 
predicts there is a 
slight chance it will be 
warmer than normal 
in most of  the United 
States and no place will 
be colder than normal 
for December through 
February.

Thursday’s forecast 
envisions a wetter 
than normal winter for 
a swath of  northern 
states from Montana 
to New York, dipping 
south to the north-

ern half  of  Virginia. It 
also said there would 
be drier than normal 
spots in central and 
northern California 
and eastern Texas, 
Louisiana, southern 
Arkansas and western 
Mississippi.

Halpert said this year 
is hard to predict be-
cause there’s no El 
Nino or La Nina in the 
central Pacific. 

Those are often key 
drivers of  winter 
weather. That leaves 
things up to other 
global climate factors, 
ones that can flip ev-
ery few weeks. Those 

often lead to dramatic 
weather swings, Halp-
ert said.

Forecasters do have 
high confidence in one 
forecast: It is expected 
to be wetter and hotter 
in Alaska and Hawaii.

Last year’s winter 
forecast of  warmer 
than normal turned 
out to be wrong, Halp-
ert acknowledged. 

However, since the 
mid 1990s the govern-
ment’s annual winter 
outlooks are 30 to 35% 
more accurate on tem-
perature than random 
guesses, he said.

Private weather com-

panies predict quite a 
different winter.

AccuWeather sees a 
late start to winter in 
the Northeast but says 
it’ll get stormy once 
it starts, with above 
normal snowfall from 
New York City to Bos-
ton. It forecasts Arctic 
cold in the mid-win-
ter for the Upper Mid-
west, a wet Southeast 
and mild temperatures 
in Florida. It also sees 
variable weather from 
Texas to Montana, rain 
and mountain snow in 
much of  the west and 
mild temperatures in 
the Pacific Northwest.

The Weather Com-
pany sees colder tem-
peratures from Mon-
tana to Maine, south 
almost to Maryland, 
and a warm Southwest. 

It predicts about the 
same precipitation pat-
terns as the weather 
service.

Judah Cohen, a win-
ter weather expert at 
Atmospheric Environ-
mental Research who 
incorporates the extent 
of  Siberian snow cover 
into his forecasts, sees 
a cold start to winter 
and late fall in the East 
but said those snaps 
will be short lived.

U.S. hails Turkish cease-fire
Kurds must vacate 

border area
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Vice President Mike Pence greets U.S. troops Fricay after speaking at Ramstein Air Force Base in 
Germany.

JACQUELYN MARTIN/AP

Vice President Mike Pence arrives Friday to speak to troops at Ramstein 
Air Force Base in Germany.

Big Idea Hastings 
returns on Nov. 5

deadline oct. 23  
to submit pitch ideas  
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Maggie Vaughan and Rick Klamm are pictured at 
the Big Idea Hastings event November 6, 2018, at 
The Lark. The deadline to submit ideas this year 
to inspiredbyhastings.com/bigidea is Oct. 23 at 
midnight.

Winter forecast: A bit warmer, but chaotic
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