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TODAY Sunny. South wind 5-15 
mph, with gusts as high as 20 mph.
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TONIGHT Mostly clear. Winds 
could gust as high as 30 mph.
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W
ith nearly 40 
activities, the 
Special Needs 
Fall Festival 
has something 

for everyone.
That is one of  the things 

Krista Niederklein said she 
likes best about the event 
that took place for eight 
hours Friday at Evangelical 
Free Church.

Niederklein is the individ-

ual skills development pro-
gram teacher at Watson Ele-
mentary.

She said organizers of  the 
Special Needs Fall Festival do 
a good job picking activities 
that encourage participation.

“The kids are smiling and 
they’re happy and they’re ex-
cited through the whole ex-
perience, so it is an exciting 
feeling to see them all par-
ticipate and enjoy their day,” 
she said, overseeing her stu-
dents who were in one of  the 
bounce houses set up outside 
the church.

Watson had 13 students at 
the event.

Emilee Bruns, individual 

skills development program 
teacher at Hawthorne Ele-
mentary, brought eight stu-
dents to the festival.

Paraeducators Sarah Rob-
erts and Ann Wolf  said the 
event is a good way for the 
students to meet new peo-
ple and explore different ac-
tivities. The students get a 
chance to be themselves at 
the festival.

Bruns said her students es-
pecially benefitted from the 
sensory activities like han-
dling animals at the petting 
zoo and experiencing tex-
tures of  the different ani-
mals.

Something special
Festival provides 

inclusive atmosphere For 
special needs community

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

Anne Hermann of Hastings helps Lincoln magician Bruce Jacoby with a trick during the 
Special Needs Fall Festival Friday at the Evangelical Free Church in Hastings.
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LINCOLN — A career 
military man and for-
mer superintendent of  
the U.S. Naval Academy 
was chosen Friday as 
the top candidate to be-
come the next president 
of  the University of  Ne-
braska system.

The university Board 
of  Regents voted unani-
mously to nominate Wal-
ter “Ted” Carter Jr. as 
their priority candidate.

Carter is a retired 
Navy vice admiral and 

served as superinten-
dent of  his alma mater, 
the U.S. Naval Academy, 
from 2014 until this 
year.

“Ted’s character and 
integrity are second to 
none,” said University 
of  Nebraska Regent Jim 
Pillen, of  Columbus, 
who led the search. “He 
has a proven focus on 
the success and well-be-
ing of  students, faculty 
and staff. He has a deep 
appreciation for the role 
and mission of  higher 
education. And is a 

public servant in every 
sense of  the word.”

Regent Tim Clare said 
Carter “is a skilled, 
smart, strategic leader 
with impeccable ethics 
and integrity,” whose 
leadership will help 
strengthen the univer-
sity.

Carter’s nomination 
comes amid declining 
enrollment at all four of  
the Nebraska system’s 
campuses, including 
its flagship campus in 
Lincoln. Just two years 
ago, enrollment at the 

Lincoln campus hit a re-
cord high of  26,079 stu-
dents.

As superintendent, 
Carter oversaw all func-
tions of  the Naval Acad-
emy, including the lead-
ership of  4,400 students 
and 1,500 faculty and 
staff members, and the 
management of  a $500 
million budget.

Carter’s nomination 
triggers a 30-day pub-
lic review period that 
will include forums 

Ex-Naval Academy head tapped to head NU 
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In this file photo made July 4, 2016, Vice Admiral 
Walter E. “Ted” Carter, superintendent of the U.S. 
Naval Academy, stands before throwing out a 
ceremonial first pitch before a baseball game be-
tween the Washington Nationals and the Milwau-
kee Brewers at Nationals Park in Washington.
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The Hastings Museum 

and Hastings Public Li-
brary are among the lat-
est participants in the 
city’s solar field, west of  
the Hastings Municipal 
Airport.

With an eye on in-
creased grant applica-
tions as well education 
opportunities, boards 
for the respective or-
ganizations each chose 
during their most re-
cent meetings — Oct. 
8 for the library board 
and Oct. 11 for the mu-
seum board — to partic-
ipate in the share option 
with the solar project 
providing 25% of  each 
building’s needed elec-
tricity.

While participation in 
the city’s solar project 
does provide the library 
and museum with ad-
ditional opportunities, 
cost savings is not one 
of  them — at least not 
yet.

Participation in the so-
lar project means elec-
tricity costs for each 
building will increase 
slightly, about 2.8%.

Electricity costs are 
anticipated to initially 
increase for the library 
$554 more than the 
building’s existing esti-
mated annual electric-
ity costs of  $19,828. That 
estimate is based on an 
average monthly usage 
of  20,760 kilowatts.

For the museum, the 
initial annual cost in-

crease would be $2,265 
per year more than the 
building’s existing esti-
mated electricity costs 
of  $80,646. That is based 
on an average monthly 
usage of  85,712 kilo-
watts.

“We’ve been told this 
is not a cost-savings op-
portunity for citizens 
because our rates are 
low in the city,” Library 
Director Amy Hafer 
told her board. “This 
is an opportunity to do 
something because you 
believe in green energy 
or because you believe 
electric rates are going 
to go up over time. It’s 
also a good opportunity 
for organizations like 
the library or museum 
if  you are applying for 
grants and want to say 
you are doing green 
things.”

The solar project has a 
30-year lifespan.

To provide 25% of  
each building’s electric-
ity needs would be 35 
shares for the library 
and 143 shares for the 
museum.

One solar share will 
include three panels 
and equal 150 kWh.

With participation 
by the library and mu-
seum, 1,041 of  the 6,012 
solar project panels, 
or 17%, have been spo-
ken for as of  Thursday 
morning, leaving 4,971 
panels still available.

About 45 local busi-
nesses and residences 
are participating in the 
project.

Participation options 
include the purchase of  

Museum, library take 
part in solar project

additional utility 
costs would be 

minimal
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Deante Mullen offered ju-
rors a glimpse into the final 
moments of  Jose “Joey” Han-
sen’s life before the 19-year-
old was shot and killed on 
Sept. 11, 2017.

Mullen took the stand to 
testify in the murder trial of  
co-defendant Daniel Harden 
on Friday in Adams County 
District Court.

Mullen testified that Harden 
contacted him to hang out 

on Sept. 10, 2017, around 
10:27 p.m. Mullen picked 
Harden up in a white Chevy 
Tahoe owned by Katherine 
Creigh, Mullen’s girlfriend at 
the time.

Mullen said he also was 
contacted by Deonte Hayes, 
an old friend who wanted to 
hang out. Mullen picked up 
Hayes, his girlfriend Serenity 
Crossfield and their 1-year-
old child and brought the 
group over to his house.

He said they were partying, 
smoking marijuana, snorting 
cocaine, taking prescription 
drugs and drinking alcohol.

During the course of  the 
evening, the conversation 

turned to “doing a lick,” 
which Mullen described as 
robbing someone of  drugs or 
money. Mullen said Hayes 
needed money to buy diapers 
and clothes for his child. Mul-
len wanted to help his friend 
and started looking for a per-
son to set up for a robbery.

Mullen testified Harden in-
dicated he was willing to help 
because he wanted money 
too. While they didn’t dis-
cuss specifics, Mullen said 
the participants in a robbery 
generally split whatever is 
taken.

“He just said he was down 
to hit a lick,” Mullen said.

Mullen said another person 

contacted him about team-
ing up for a robbery at a later 
time, around the same time 
he was looking for people to 
rob.

He managed to get ahold of  
Joey Hansen and the two ar-
ranged, through text message 
and phone calls, to trade 3.5 
grams of  meth and $100 for 
3.5 grams of  cocaine. Mullen 
said he had about 12 grams of  
cocaine, but planned to rob 
Hansen instead of  trading.

Meanwhile, Hayes had got-
ten sick, possibly from a drug 
overdose. He had turned pale 
and was throwing up. Mullen 

Co-defendant takes stand in murder trial
deante mullen testiFies 

he, harden intended  
to rob victim 
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Deante Mullen testifies Fri-
day at the Adams County 
Courthouse during the mur-
der trial of Daniel Harden. SEE TRIAL/page A3
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SEE NU/page A3


