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NELSON — While 
beef  cattle dominated 
spectators’ attention at 
the Nuckolls County 
Fair near here Tues-
day morning, the early 
afternoon spotlight be-
longed to a quieter, gen-
tler creature.

Action after lunch cen-
tered on the south end 
of  the rabbit and poul-
try barn where 4-H’ers 
stepped out in front of  
a judge and around 20 
moms, dads, grandpar-
ents and other audience 
members to show their 
rabbits.

The poultry show was 

to follow.
Under the watch-

ful eye of  judge Den-
nis Riemersma of  Red 
Cloud, eight 4-H’ers and 
three “Clover Kid” pre-
4-H exhibitors brought 
their rabbits to the table 
for inspection.

For some, just con-
trolling a wiggly ani-
mal on the table or in 
their arms was the big-
gest challenge. During 
the showmanship com-
petition, many of  the 
youths also obviously 
were concentrating as 
they tried to remember 
all the points in their 
introductions, includ-
ing information about 
the breed of  rabbit they 
were showing.

Showing a rabbit in-
cludes turning it this 
way and that on the ta-
ble to offer the judge a 

view from every direc-
tion. The exhibitor also 
takes time to show the 
judge the rabbit’s feet 
and even to count its 
toes.

Kylie Beard, 15, and 
Zak Corman, 13, were 
the two senior division 
exhibitors Tuesday. 
Beard won grand cham-
pion senior showper-
son, and Corman was 
runner-up.

Junior champion 
showman honors went 
to Avery Ostdiek. Re-
serve junior champion 
was Laka McReynolds.

A bit later, one of  Cor-
man’s Mini Lop senior 
does was named overall 
grand champion rabbit. 
Alex Watts’ white New 
Zealand senior buck 
was reserve champion.
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W
hen Cooper 
Meyer, 10, and 
Isaah Stark, 12, 
began building 
their robots at 

the YMCA Robotics Camp, the 
design would let them pass 
a plastic ball back and forth 
between two scoops.

But shortly before they were 
to present their robot, the de-
sign quickly changed.

“This is our robot. It’s made 
for battle,” Cooper said.

The Hastings Family YMCA 
began offering its robotics 
camp this summer after re-
ceiving a grant from Union 
Pacific Railroad for STEM 
learning. They YMCA used 
the grant to buy Rokenbok ed-
ucational toys; the building, 
mechanical and electric parts 
can be put together to build 
the robots. The toys can also 
be programmed for other tasks 
using available sensors with 
the Rokenbok kits.

Tabbie Metcalf, the YMCA’s 
child care director, brought the 
program to the YMCA to give 
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A lightly loaded 
tanker truck carry-
ing a flammable liquid 
was knocked over on 
the southwest edge of  
Hastings by a wind gust 
Tuesday afternoon that 
led to a quickly spread-
ing fire.

That was the scenario 
discussed as part of  a 
tabletop exercise during 
the quarterly meeting 
of  the Adams County 
Local Emergency Plan-
ning Committee, Tues-
day at the Whelan En-
ergy Center conference 
room.

While there was no 
such fire, it could hap-
pen. That’s why LEPC 
chairman Phil Beda 
crafted the scenario.

He wanted to engage 

the 20 or so committee 
representatives from 
local businesses and 
government agencies 
present at Tuesday’s 
meeting about how 
such a fire would af-
fect them and what re-
sources they could pro-
vide.

The committee has 
about 30 members all 
together and is looking 
for more.

Beda, a hydro me-
teorological techni-
cian with the National 
Weather Service in 
Hastings, used the 
Camp Fire in California 
from November 2018, 
which destroyed the 
town of  Paradise, as a 
model for the exercise. 
Paradise had a popula-
tion of  around 27,000.

Wednesday, July 17, 2019

weather
97

73

TODAY Sunny and hot. Heat index 
values as high as 104.

TONIGHT A 20% chance of 
showers and thunderstorms.

Details, page A5 Art by Colton Bottolfson

Robotics for kids
YMCA GETS GRANT FOR 

STEM EDUCATION

AMY ROH/Hastings Tribune

Arthur Eigenberg, 9, controls a robot he made during YMCA 
Robotics Camp Tuesday.

AMY ROH/Tribune

Katelyn Hoins, 10, and her brother, Michael, 8, test the funciton on a robot they con-
structed Tuesday during the YMCA’s Robotics Camp.

Rabbit exhibitors make impression at Nuckolls County Fair
EIGHT COMPETITORS 

SHOW OFF THEIR 

ANIMALS ON STEAMY 

AFTERNOON

ANDY RAUN

Pre-4-H’er Josie Watts speaks to judge Dennis Riemersma of Red Cloud 
as Brady Mertens listens Tuesday at the Nuckolls County Fair near Nelson 
Tuesday.
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Committee evaluates 
emergency response
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Adams County is 
looking for assistance 
to help haul dirt to the 
southwest portion of  
the county as part of  
the rebuilding of  infra-
structure following re-
cent thunderstorms.

Members of  the Ad-
ams County Board of  
Supervisors voted 7-0 
during their meeting 
Tuesday to advertise 
for dirt haulers.

Board chairman El-
don Orthmann signed 
a declaration of  emer-
gency on July 10 for 
damages from storms 
overnight July 8-9.

The Nebraska Emer-
gency Management 
Agency is surveying 
the area to get an idea 
of  the damages sus-
tained since July 1.

“We do have a dirt 
source thanks to the 
city of  Hastings’ util-
ities, but it’s over on 
Coaltrain (east of  Hast-

ings) and our damage 
is way down south of  
Holstein,” Highway 
Superintendent Dawn 
Miller said. “It’s excel-
lent, excellent mate-
rial.”

The county roads de-
partment has seven 
trucks hauling mate-
rial to two project sites.

Miller said she is 
looking to contract for 
semi and side dumps 
with an operator.

She said by going 
through the right pro-
curement procedures 
that money is reim-
bursable.

Adams County is in 
the process of  prepar-
ing its 2019-20 budget.

Miller added a 
$300,000 line item in her 
budget for rebuilding 
storm-damaged infra-
structure, which could 
be reimbursed as long 
as the governor also is-
sues a declaration of  
emergency for the area.

County needs 
help moving 
dirt after storms
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JIH finishes regular season with win. - B1


