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Hawkettes, Tigers still alive at state. - B1

Thursday, October 15, 2020
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TODAY Sunny. North-northwest 
wind 10-15, with 25 mph gusts.

TONIGHT Mostly clear. 
West-northwest wind 5-10 mph.

Details, page A5 Art by Johnrae Ross
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S
pectators 
seemed to 
appreciate 
the change in 
seating ar-

rangements made as 
the Nebraska state high 
school softball tourna-

ment began Wednesday 
at the Bill Smith Softball 
Complex.

Tournament organiz-
ers with the Nebraska 
School Activities Asso-
ciation allowed fans to 
bring in chairs and sit in 
the outfield as part of  the 
health guidelines devel-
oped for the tournament 
due to the ongoing novel 
coronavirus disease pan-
demic. Sections of  the 
bleachers were marked 

off to promote social dis-
tancing.

Organizers used net 
fencing and painted 
lines to designate the 
play area of  the outfield 
from the space specta-
tors could occupy. A sign 
warned those in the out-
field to be wary of  home 
runs and foul balls. 
Some spectators sat in 
lawn chairs along the 
fences around each field.

Justin Kuntz of  Crete 

thought it was a good 
decision to open the out-
field for spectators.

“It allieviates some of  
the spacing issues,” he 
said. “Sometimes when 
so many people are by 
the bleachers or dug-
outs, it’s hard to see.”

Another modification 
was seen in how tickets 
to the tournament were 
sold.

Spreading out at state
SOFTBALL SPECTATORS 
APPRECIATE OUTFIELD 

SEATING

AMY ROH/Tribune

Spectators watch state softball action from the outfield behind the home run fence on the opening day 
of the state softball tournament Wednesday at the Bill Smith Softball Complex.

ANDY RAUN

araun@hastingstribune.com

A total of  132 new cases of  the novel 
coronavirus disease, COVID-19, have 
been recorded in the four-county 
South Heartland Health District since 
Sunday, the district health depart-
ment reported Wednesday evening.

The new cases in Adams, Webster, 
Clay and Nuckolls counties include 
nine reported on Sunday, 34 reported 
Monday, 44 reported Tuesday and 45 
reported Wednesday.

Meanwhile, as of  Wednesday morn-
ing 12 patients were being treated for 
the disease at hospitals in the health 
district. Five of  those 12 were in criti-
cal care, and three were on ventilators.

Fourteen South Heartland residents 
have died of  COVID-19 since March.

The novel coronavirus, which causes 
no symptoms in some infected indi-
viduals and mild to serious illness in 
others, is affecting South Heartland 
residents of  all ages at this time.

According to South Heartland, 13 
school systems serving students in 
pre-kindergarten through 12th grade 
in the health district were being af-
fected by COVID-19 as of  Wednesday 
morning, with a combined total of  238 
students and staff members absent 
for reasons related to the virus.

That total includes 162 students and 
17 staff members in quarantine due to 
COVID-19 exposure, plus 33 students 
and 24 staff members in isolation af-
ter testing positive for the disease 
themselves.

Michele Bever, district health de-
partment executive director, said dis-
ruptions related to COVID-19 have 
pushed two of  the 13 affected school 
systems to either close temporarily or 
pivot toward remote learning.

At the same time, residents and work-
ers at senior living facilities are endur-
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Nebraska voters 
marking their general 
election ballots will 
pass judgment on a se-
ries of  related initiative 
questions that together 
would allow for casino 
gambling at multiple lo-
cations in the state.

Proposed Measure No. 
429 would amend the 
Nebraska Constitution 
to open the door for ca-
sino gaming operations 
within licensed horse 
racetrack enclosures in 

the state.
Proposed Measure No. 

430, in turn, would take 
the state through that 
open door by enacting 
the Nebraska Race-
track Gaming Act and 
enshrining it in state 
statute.

The measure would 
establish a seven-mem-
ber Nebraska Gaming 
Commission to license 
and regulate the gam-
ing operations. The 
new commission would 
include two members 
in addition to the five 

members of  the existing 
Nebraska Racing Com-
mission.

Finally, Proposed 
Measure No. 431 would 
place in state law a tax-
ation rate of  20% on 
gross gaming revenue 
generated through the 
racetrack gaming oper-
ations.

The resulting tax 
revenue would be ear-
marked as follows: 2.5% 
for the state’s Compul-
sive Gamblers Assis-
tance Fund, 2.5% for the 
state’s General Fund, 

and 70% for the state’s 
Property Tax Credit 
Cash Fund.

The remaining 25% 
would be remitted to 
the county treasurer in 
the county where the 
gaming operation was 
located. If  the opera-
tion in question were 
located in an unincor-
porated area of  the 
county, all the money 
would go into county 
coffers. If  the operation 
were located, in part or 
in whole, in an incorpo-
rated municipality, the 

money would be divided 
equally between the 
county and the city or 
village in question.

If  Measure No. 429, the 
proposed constitutional 
amendment, were to be 
defeated by voters in 
this election, approval 
of  Measure No. 430 and/
or No. 431 would be 
moot.

Nebraska currently 
has six licensed horse 
racetracks, including 
Fairplay Park at Hast-
ings, which is operated 
by Hastings Exposition 

& Racing at 947 S. Balti-
more Ave.

Fonner Park in Grand 
Island, which is owned 
by the Hall County Ag-
ricultural Society, also 
is on the list.

The other four tracks 
on the list are Ato-
kad Park at South 
Sioux City, Lincoln 
Race Course at Lin-
coln, Horsemen’s Park 
in Omaha, and Platte 
County Ag Park in Co-
lumbus.

Nebraskans to decide fate of related casino gambling measures
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Crosier Park is the site 
of  a planned inclusive 
playground, made pos-
sible through the collab-
oration of  the Hastings 
Parks and Recreation 
Department and the 
Hastings Community 
Foundation, as well as 
local donors.

Representatives of  the 
two organizations wel-
comed the public to an 
announcement about 
the project Wednesday 

afternoon at Crosier 
Park on the site where 
the playground will be 
located.

An inclusive play-
ground will provide a 
sensory-rich environ-
ment that enables chil-
dren of  all abilities to 
engage physically and 
socially in a support-
ive environment. It will 
include slides, swings, 
climbing features, in-
teractive spinners and 
roller tables, accessible 
ramps and interactive 
music features.

The playground is in-
tended for children ages 
0-12.

Many of  the play-
ground’s features will 
be shaded.

The $850,000 project 
will be funded with 
$700,000 from the Parks 

and Recreation Depart-
ment’s sales tax fund 
and $100,000 from the 
Hastings Community 
Foundation’s Key Soci-
ety.

Key Society member-
ship is open to anyone 
who cares about Hast-
ings with an annual 
membership cost of  
$250.

After seeing a need for 
such a project in Hast-
ings, the organizations 
determined that the 
open space at Crosier 
Park would allow for 
the development of  the 
playground, shelter and 
restrooms.

The park stretches 
from 13th to 14th streets 
between Pine and Cali-
fornia avenues.

An inclusive community 
PARKS DEPARTMENT, 

HASTINGS COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION 

ANNOUNCE PLANS  
FOR NEW $850K 

PLAYGROUND
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Steph Bliss with the Hastings Community Foundation takes a photo 
Wednesday of (from left) Lucy Ortegren, Jami Ortegren, Aden Ortegren, 
Jack Ortegren, Kirk Ortegren and Gail Ortegren posing with designs for 
the planned Crosier Park playground.SEE INCLUSIVE/page A3

SEE CASINO/page A3

South Heartland 
feeling the strain 
of coronavirus

SEE CORONAVIRUS/page A3
SEE SPREADING/page A3


