Cougars beat Mustangs for first time since 2011. - B1

Saturday, September 17, 2022

hastingstribune.com

36 pages

$1.75

Great
Property tax joint public hearing to be Sept. 26
teachers N
leave
their
mark
O ACTION WILL BE TAKEN
DURING MEETING TO INFORM
PUBLIC ABOUT BUDGETS
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

T

his afternoon,
Anne Bohlke’s family,
friends and
colleagues
will honor her life and
bid her
farewell in
a service
at Hastings’ First
Presbyterian Church.
Bohlke,
78,
died
Andy
Sept.
10
Raun
of complications
following a stroke. She
now joins the throng of
Hastings educators who
have gone on before
many of their students
to explore new vistas of
the other side of life.
Bohlke, a native of
New York state, graduated from high school in
Minnesota and throughout the years received
degrees from Carleton
College, Brown University and the University
of Nebraska-Lincoln.
She taught high school
English in Rhode Island, Massachusetts
and New York state before moving to Hastings with her family
in 1980 and teaching at
Hastings Senior High.
She then moved on to
Hastings College, where
she spent 29 years first
as an English professor, then associate vice
president for academic
affairs and dean of the
faculty. She retired in
2012. She was known
throughout her teaching years in Hastings as
Anne Fairbanks.
I knew Dr. Bohlke casually, interacting with
her professionally and
socially on several occasions through the years.
(I know other members
of her family far better.) Clearly, she was
held in high esteem as
a teacher and academic
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Adams County residents
soon should be receiving postcards with details about an
upcoming joint
public hearing
brought about by
LB644.
LB644 was
passed by the
Nebraska Legislature in 2021
for the purpose
Thomas

of increased transparency for
political subdivisions with
property tax requests that increase by a certain amount
over the previous year. This is
the first year for the joint public hearing.
In Adams County, the joint
public hearing will be 6 p.m.
Sept. 26 in the county boardroom on the second floor of
the Adams County Courthouse, 500 W. Fourth St.
Counties had between Sept.
17 and Sept. 28 to hold the
joint public hearings. Political
subdivisions have until Sept.
30 to submit final, adopted
budgets to the state.

Notice of the joint public
hearing must be provided by:
 Sending postcards to all
affected taxpayers from the
county assessor
 Posting notice on the
county’s website in counties
where the population is more
than 25,000
 Publishing notice in a legal newspaper of general circulation in the county by the
county clerk
Political subdivisions participating in this year’s hearing include Adams County,
the city of Hastings, Adams
Central Public Schools, Hastings Public Schools and Silver

Lake Public Schools.
County Clerk Ramona
Thomas will take minutes
during the meeting. She said
a representative from the Adams County Board of Commissioners will oversee the
meeting.
Any entity participating
in the hearing is required
to send one representative,
which could be a single presenter.
Thomas anticipates whoever
is presiding over the meeting will call up each political
subdivision one at a time. The
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A treasure trove of good finds
BLUE HILL THRIFT STORE
DONATING TO LOCAL
CAUSES
TONY HERRMAN

therrman@hastingstribune.com

B

LUE HILL —
Offering items
like home goods,
children’s books
and racks and
racks of different kinds
and sizes of clothing, the
Blue Hill Treasure Trove is
meeting a couple of needs
here locally.
The store’s grand reopening began Thursday and
continued Friday and Saturday. The thrift store reopened about a month ago
in its current location, 546
W. Gage St., which previously housed a bowling alley.
The Blue Hill Treasure
Trove was founded in 2019.
“We saw a need in the community for affordable goods,
clothes in good condition
for people to buy, but we
also wanted to be able raise
funds to donate to worthy
causes in our community,”
board member Sara Macklin said. “We feel like it
meets both of those needs
really well.”
Since 2019, Blue Hill Treasure Trove has donated
nearly $22,000 to needs in
the community such as
Blue Hill School playground
equipment, the school backpack program, the new community aquatic center and
the Blue Hill Volunteer Fire
Department.
The new space is nearly
three times larger than the
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Blue Hill Treasure Trove board members (from left) Sara Macklin, Sarah Weddingfeld,
Marilyn Alber, Mandy Ockinga and Paige Hansen are photographed in the new retail
space Friday.
previous space, including
area used for storage that
eventually could be used for
shopping.
The displays are easier to
access than before, which
makes for a more comfortable shopping experience.
“There’s more room for
more people,” board member Marilyn Alber said.
Macklin said there might
be a few more things on display now.
“Surprisingly enough, we
probably fit almost all of the
stuff in our old space; it was
just harder to see,” she said.
Board members said the

Husker and Blue Hill Bobcat clothing racks are the
most popular in the store.
The Blue Hill Treasure
Trove closed for a few
months during the beginning of the pandemic.
Donations to other organizations are temporarily suspended to help cover construction costs.
“We are taking donations
to go toward the expenses of
remodeling,” board member
Paige Hansen said.
Donations of either the financial or material kind can
be taken to the store itself,
or given to one of the seven

board members. Other
board members include
Sarah Weddingfeld, Mandy
Ockinga, Sharon Pavelka
and Yvonne Kranau.
Renovation began in April.
Bowling alley planks were
removed May 1.
“Really we made a lot of
progress in a short amount
of time,” Macklin said.
The work was done
through volunteer labor.
The project also employed a
lot of local contractors.
“They’ve been very easy
to work with and very
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Queen’s death is reminder of disappearing WW II generation
DANICA KIRKA

Associated Press

LONDON — The long
goodbye for Queen Elizabeth II is a reminder of
a broader truth playing
out with little fanfare
across Britain: The nation is bidding farewell
to the men and women
who fought the country’s battles during
World War II.
The queen, who served
as a mechanic and
truck driver in the last
months of the war, was
a tangible link to the
sailors, soldiers, airmen, marines and others who signed up to do
their bit in a war that
killed 384,000 service
personnel and 70,000
British civilians.
But like the queen,
even the youngest veterans of the war are

now nearing their 100th
birthdays, and a steady
stream of obituaries
tells the story of a disappearing generation.
“It’s extraordinary
how that sense of the
passing of time is felt
very keenly at the moment,” said Charles Byrne, director general
of the Royal British Legion, the nation’s largest
armed services charity.
“The queen was a personification of that generation … and with her
passing, it just drives
home the sense that
time is moving relentlessly, as it does.”
That loss is, perhaps,
felt more widely in the
United Kingdom than a
country like the United
States, because the
U.K.’s very existence was
threatened during the

war. Bombs fell on cities
from London to Belfast,
women were conscripted
into war work and wartime rationing didn’t end
until 1954.
Elizabeth, who famously saved ration
coupons to make her
wedding dress in 1947,
led a ceremony of remembrance for all the
nation’s fallen service
personnel each year on
the anniversary of the
end of World War I.
“She is the epitome
of that sense of service
and stoic contribution,”
Byrne said. “And that
is treasured more than
ever.”
British authorities
don’t know exactly how
many World War II veterans are left because
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Princess Elizabeth of England talks to Pvt. Rupert John Worth during a
visit to Bedford, England on Feb. 14, 1946.

TODAY Mostly cloudy, then gradually becoming sunny.
TONIGHT Mostly clear. Northnorthwest wind around 5 mph.
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