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Rebuilding project hits sticking point. - B1

Thursday, October 31, 2019

weather
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24

TODAY Sunny. West-southwest 
wind 5-10 mph.

TONIGHT Increasing clouds. 
Southwest wind 5-10 mph.
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The fate of  the Impe-

rial Mall is uncertain 
following the closure of  
an auction for its sale.

A final bid of  $300,000 
for the mall property 
was made during an on-
line auction that closed 
just after noon Oct. 30. 
However, the reserve 
set for by Namdar Re-
alty Group, the property 
owner, was $500,000.

“This property is in es-
crow. Once escrow has 
been closed, the auc-
tion details will be made 

available upon request,” 
says the webpage for 
the Imperial Mall auc-
tion.

Hastings Mayor Corey 
Stutte said city officials 
also are trying to fig-
ure out the status of  the 
property following the 
close of  the auction.

“We don’t know a 
whole lot, unfortu-
nately,” Stutte said. 
“We’re trying to under-
stand where the project 
might be and see what 
happens.”

Steven Silverman, re-
alty broker for the prop-
erty, declined to com-
ment.

Ten-X Commercial 
and 5W Public Relations 
Agency, the public re-

lations firm for Ten-X 
Commercial, didn’t re-
spond to inquiries about 
the identity of  the pos-
sible purchaser or pur-
chase price.

Bidding went up 
quickly a couple hours 
before the auction 
ended. The auction 
opened Monday with a 
starting bid of  $100,000. 
According to the auc-
tion website, the highest 
bid remained at $100,000 
early Wednesday morn-
ing.

Just before the auction 
ended, bidding incre-
ments were cut in half  
from $50,000 to $25,000.

The property was 

Imperial Mall auction results uncertain
Final bid $300K; 
property listed as 
being ‘in escrow’

LAURA BEAHM/Tribune

An online auction to sell the Imperial Mall, shown Oct. 10, closed Wednes-
day. The auctioned lot includes the enclosed mall, the movie theater and 
outparcel building.
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Some of  the best tat-

too artists from across 
Nebraska will gather 
in Hastings Friday and 
Saturday to do live tat-
tooing as well as com-
pete in a variety of  cat-
egories.

The Good Life Tattoo 
Convention is returning 
to the C3 Hotel and Con-
vention Center, 2205 Os-
borne Drive East, and 
runs 10 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
both days. This is the 
second year for the 
event.

Convention organizer 
Robert Gilster, who 
owns Inkzhibit tattoo 
studio in Grand Island, 
said about 40 tattoo 
artists and two dozen 
booths will be present, 
representing a variety 
of  styles.

“It’s a good venue 
to come and get a tat-
too at simply because 
you get to partake in 
the venue’s events and 
see multiple tattoo art-
ists there in one room 
where you can judge 
and compare,” Gilster 
said. “You can definitely 
find artists that special-
ize in different styles of  
artwork and are more 
prestigious in those 
styles of  artwork than 
others.”

Members of  the public 
will be charged an en-
trance fee at the door.

Competitions include 
20 categories including 
best realism, best black 
and gray, neo style and 
traditional.

Gilster said the artists 
present at the conven-
tion are very talented.

Convention organiz-
ers reviewed portfolios, 

State tattoo 
convention 
returns 
to Hastings 
for 2nd year

event includes 
competitions, live 

tattooing
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Twitter Inc. founder and 
Chief  Executive Jack Dorsey 
announced Wednesday his 
social media company — in 
pointed contrast to Facebook 
Inc. — would stop running po-
litical advertising worldwide.

In a long thread of  Twitter 
messages, he wrote that on-
line political ads presented 
“entirely new challenges to 
civic discourse,” including 
“machine learning-based op-
timization of  messaging and 
micro-targeting, unchecked 
misleading information, and 
deep fakes. All at increasing 
velocity, sophistication, and 
overwhelming scale.”

The announcement comes 
as Facebook CEO Mark Zuck-
erberg faces scrutiny over his 
company’s stated position of  
allowing political advertising 

on its platform without any 
form of  fact-checking, as well 
as allowing political candi-
dates impunity from the nor-
mal mechanisms of  content 
moderation on ads on the so-
cial media platform.

Twitter, a favorite platform 
of  President Donald Trump, 
updated its policies in June to 
say it would label — but not 
remove — tweets from gov-
ernment officials that broke 
its bullying and harassment 
rules. Twitter’s rule applies to 
what it calls verified leaders, 
representatives and candi-
dates with more than 100,000 
followers on the platform, 
though it says there are cases, 
such as “direct threats of  vi-
olence or calls to commit vio-
lence against an individual,” 
in which it might take down 
an official’s tweet.

Dorsey said Wednesday that 

the language of  the official 
Twitter policy reflecting the ban 
on political ads would be made 
public by Nov. 15 and would be 
enforced starting Nov. 22.

In an indirect response to 
Zuckerberg, whose arguments 
in favor of  allowing political 
advertising on Facebook have 
emphasized the importance of  
free speech and expression in 
the political discourse, Dorsey 
ended his thread by saying: 
“This isn’t about free expres-
sion. This is about paying for 
reach. And paying to increase 
the reach of  political speech 
has significant ramifications 
that today’s democratic infra-
structure may not be prepared 
to handle. It’s worth stepping 
back in order to address.”

The new policy is unlikely to 
have much effect on Twitter’s 
bottom line. The company said 
last week that political ads 

brought in less than $3 million 
during the 2018 midterm elec-
tion cycle, an amount that rep-
resents less than 0.2% of  its 
2018 U.S. revenue.

On Facebook’s earnings call 
Wednesday afternoon, about an 
hour after Dorsey’s announce-
ment, Zuckerberg said he ex-
pected ads from politicians to 
constitute less than 0.5% of  
Facebook’s revenue next year. 
According to the company’s Ad 
Library Report, a transparency 
tool that tracks political spend-
ing on the platform, customers 
have spent more than $857 mil-
lion on Facebook ads about so-
cial issues, elections or politics 
in the United States and Can-
ada since May 2018, represent-
ing nearly 2% of  the company’s 
ad revenue in the region.

Zuckerberg reiterated 
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Katherine Creigh 

teared up a few times 
as she testified against 
her former friend on 
Wednesday during the 
murder trial of  Dan-
iel Harden in Adams 
County District Court.

“Does it hurt you to 
be here to testify in this 
case?” prosecuting at-
torney Corey O’Brien 
asked.

“Yeah,” she said.
Creigh told the jury 

that she has known 
Harden since the two 
attended middle school 
together. She said they 
would contact each 
other and hang out reg-
ularly. He even lived at 
her apartment on one 
occasion.

“I basically considered 
him family,” she said, 
later adding, “He drove 

me to rehab once. We 
were close.”

Creigh said Harden 
was also good friends 
with Deante Mullen, 
who was her boyfriend 
when 19-year-old Jose 
“Joey” Hansen was shot 
and killed. She said they 
often hung out and con-
sumed drugs together, 
which is what hap-
pened on Sept. 10, 2017, 
the day before Hansen 
died during a robbery 
attempt allegedly com-
mitted by Mullen and 
Harden.

She testified she and 
Mullen went to Hard-
en’s house to pick him 
up. They also went to 
get Mullen’s friend, De-
onte Hayes, Hayes’ girl-
friend Serenity Cross-
field, and the couple’s 
baby.

The group went to 
Creigh’s house, where 
most of  the group 
started consuming 

People close 
to defendant 
testify in trial
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Katherine Creigh testifies during the murder trial of Daniel Harden 
Wednesday in Adams County District Court.

prosecution Finishes 
presenting its case
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Twitter bans all political ads, in sharp contrast to Facebook
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